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SERMON L 



THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. 



1 Samuel, iii. 7. 
Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord. 

This was spoken of the prophet Samuel in 
his infancy. Is it less true of many who, 
in a Christian country, have grown up to 
manhood amidst the means of grace ? Yet 
rightly to know the Lord, if we may not 
call it religion itself, is at least its founda- 
tion and groundwork. "He that cometh 
to God must believe that he is, and 4hat 
he is the rewarder of those that diligently 
seek him. '' • This, the truest wisdom, 
was long hidden from all the nations of 
the world but one. The Lord made choice 

» Heb. xi. 0. 

B 




2 SERMONS FOR 

of the people of Israel, to keep safe and 
undefiled the knowledge of himself, until 
the coming of the Messiah should spread 
it over the whole earth. Even yet, how- 
ever, there are nations unacquainted with 
the true God, and therefore lying in wick- 
edness. Upon our much-favoured land the 
sun of righteousness has risen ; the light 
has long shined, "the true light that light- 
eth every man that cometh into the world." 
If then we yet walk in darkness, " how 
great is that darkness ! " If we know not 
the Lord, how much greater is our wick- 
edness than that of the heathen ! How 
much more fearful will be our condemna- 
tion ! It is my purpose therefore to collect, 
and place before you in one view, the in- 
formation respecting God most High which 
abounds in scripture ; that those who from 
youthfulness, from carelessness, or want 
of instruction, have not, as yet, known the 
Lord, may be able to say, henceforward, 
•'this is the true God and everlasting life." 
To this end, I will first describe the 
divine nature, or the manner in which our 
Maker has his being : then, the divine 
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SUNDAY EVENIBhGS. 3 

character, or qualities ; by which, I mean 
the perfections belonging to his nature. 

With respect to the nature of God, the 
scriptures teach that he is invisible, infi- 
nite, eternal, one^ yet consisting of three 
persons. 

Siaich of these descriptions shall be se- 
parately considered. 

I. God is invisible. ** No man hath seen 
God at any time. " ^ We often read in 
scripture that the Lord appeared unto his 
people ; on those occasions a voice was 
heard, or their attention was drawn to 
some visible object; as when Moses saw 
the burning bush, and Jacob wrestled with 
a human figure ; yet they never supposed 
that their Maker was really present in that 
shape. Thus also when it is said, in the 
language of the Bible, ^' Thy right hand 
shall hold me;" '^the eye of the Lord is 
in every place beholding the evil and the 
good :" it is merely a striking way of ex^^ 
pressing his power and knowledge. To 
imagine that he has a bodily form and 
members like our own, would be to con- 

<> 1 Jobiiy iy. 12. 
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4 SERMONS FOR 

fine hia presence to a certain spot, and so 
to liken him to the vain and worthless 
idols of the heathen. How highly this 
dishonours God, he has shown in his ter- 
rible vengeance against those who pre- 
sumed to " make to themselves any graven 
image. " And Moses carefully reminded 
the Israelites, that, though God often con- 
descended to visit them, yet, they " saw no 
manner of similitude." We must therefore 
take heed never, even in our thoughts, to 
represent God to ourselves as present in 
one place more than another ; or as clothed 
in any particular shape. '* God is a Spirit, \ 
and they that worship him must worship > 
him in spirit and in truth."*" 

II. He is eternal. As all things were 
made by him, he must at one time have 
been alone : and as it is absurd to think of 
any being whatsoever that it has made it- 
self, God must have been that which he 
now is from all eternity. David accord- 
ingly sings, " before the mountains were 
brought forth, or ever the earth and the 
world were made, thou art God from 

c St. John, iv. 24. 
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SUNDAY EVENINGS, 5 

everlasting and world without end." ^ And 
again, ''Thou hast laid the foundation of 
the earth, and the heavens are the work 
of thy hands ; they shall perish, but thou 
shalt endure : they shall wax old as doth 
a garment, and as a vesture shalt thou 
change them, and they shall be changed ; 
but thou art the same, and thy years shall 
not fail." • For, as all things are subject 
unto Grod, nothing has or can have power 
to put an end to his existence. 

III. God is infinite. He is confined 
within no bounds, either in his qualities, 
his working, or his presence: earth, air, 
and sea, the unfathomable depths of hell, 
and the measureless space of heaven, are, 
at every moment, filled with the everlasting 
presence of the Most High. Beautifully is 
this expressed by the psalmist ; ** Whither 
shall I go from thy spirit, and whither 
shall I go from thy presence ? If I climb 
up into heaven, thou art there : if I go 
down to hell, thou art there also. If I 
take the wings of the morning and remain 
in the uttermost parts of the sea, even 

<* Psalm xc. 2. « Psalm cii. 26. 
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6 SERMONS FOE 

there shall thy hand lead tne, and thy right 
hand shall hold me." ^ 

IV. With respect to the nature of our 
Creator, we read that he is one: **Hear, 
O Israel, the Lord thy God is one Lord." « 
'^ He is God, in heaven above, and upon 
the earth beneath, there is none else." Yet 
in this one God, the scriptures teach that 
there are three persons ; the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. In what manner 
these three divine persons form together 
one Being, which is God, the scriptures 
have not explained ; probably our under- 
standings are at present too narrow to com- 
prehend the explanation : of this we may be 
at all events assured, that the knowledge, 
being withheld from us, is not necessary to 
our present happiness or salvation : that 
such however is the fact the Bible fur- 
nishes abundant proof. On the occasion 
of our blessed Lord's baptism in the river 
Jordan, all and each of these divine per- 
sons were manifested to the world. The 
Holy Ghost, as a dove, appeared hovering 
over Jesus ; and the voice of the Father 

f Psalm cxxzlx. 7. t Dent vi. 4. 



SUNDAY EVENINGS. 7 

was heard from heaven, saying, " This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well plea- 
sed."** "Through him," viz, Christ, says 
St. Paul, " we have access by one Spirit 
to the Father." That the blessed Jesus is 
represented in scripture as God, equal in 
power and glory with the Father, we can- 
not for a moment doubt. ''The Word was 
God«" ** Grod was manifested in the flesh ." ' 
*' Feed the church of God which he hath 
purchased with his own blood. " Proof 
equally sufficient and undeniable is given 
respecting the God-head of the Holy Spirit. 
St. Paul declares that he was '' called to 
be an apostle, separated unto the Grospel, 
by the commandment of God our Saviour." 
Now, we read in the Acts, that " The 
Holy Ghost said separate Me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto / have 
called them."^ Who then is the Holy 
Ghost — ^who is the Saviour, but one God 
with the Father world without end ? 
Again therefore to declare in few words 

i> Matthew, iii. 16. ^ 1 Tim. iii. 16. 

^ Acts, xiii. 2. 
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the nature of our Creator — consisting of 
three Persons, God is one, infinite, eternal 
Spirit, invisible, and ever-present. 

We will now search the scriptures to 
discover what they testify concerning the 
character or qualities of our heavenly 
King. 

They describe him as all-powerful, "the 
mighty God," "who is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we can think." 
We know that, " in the beginning, God 
created the heaven and the earth : and the 
earth was without form and void, and dark- 
ness was upon the face of the deep. And 
the spirit of God moved upon the face of 
the waters." We know that " He maketh 
a decree for the rain, and a way for the 
lightening of the thunder : " that angels 
and archangels, the Cherubim and Sera- 
phim were not, until the word of the Lord 
called them into being. These things in- * 
deed manifest power wonderful beyond 
conception ; but whereas there is not an- 
other being so mighty as to dispute God's 
holy will, or to hinder his working, we 
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conclude that ^' whatsoever pleaseth him, 
that doeth he in heaven and in earth/'* 
*' There is no end to his greatness." 

"Yea and his wisdom is infinite.''" The 
God who fills every place with his pre- 
sence, who made every thing that is made 
— what can be acted in heaven, what can 
be whispered upon earth, and escape his 
knowledge? '*He that made the eye, shall ^ 
he not see ? He that formed the ear, shall 
he not hear ? " Foolish is the craft of de- 
ceitful men, vain is the subtlety of wick- 
edness! For "nothing is secret which shall 
not be made manifest, neither any thing 
hid that shall not be known and come 
abroad." ° 

God is holy. Sin is in its very nature 
most opposite to him, and most hateful ; 
nay, sin may properly be termed the only 
object of God's hate; so pure, so perfect, 
SO above measure exalted is his holiness, 
that " he chargeth his angels with folly, 
and the heavens are not clean in his sight. 
How much less they that dwell in houses 

1 Psalm cxY. 3. ^ Psalm cxlvii. 5. 

n Mark, lY. 22. 
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10 SERMONS FOR 

of clay, whose foundation is in the dust."*" 
*' Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among 
the Gods ; who is like unto thee, glorious 
in holiness?" 

He is just and righteous. With no 
weakness, no temptation, no constraint, no 
preference, to pervert his judgments ; di- 
rected in all his dealings by perfect holi* 
ness and truth ; never can the Almighty 
depart in the slightest degree from justice. 
"Righteousness," says the psalmist, " and 
equity are the habitation of thy seat." 

Finally, God is good. The texts whichx 
celebrate this divine perfection, lie scat- 
tered over the pages of scripture, as nume- 
rous and cheering as the stars on the facej 
pf heaven. David, in his hymns of pious 
thankfulness, pours them forth in the rich- 
' est abundance : they gush from his lips 
Hke the full waters of a living fountain. 
^i My song shall be alway of the loving- 
kindness of the Lord ; with my mouth will 
I be shewing of thy truth from one gene- 
ration to another." " My trust is in thy 
mercy, and my heart is joyful in thy sal- 

• Job, If. 18. 
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vation.'" V The Lord is ^nciovs and 
cifuly long-suffering, and of great 
The Lord is lovinir unto everr man* and 
his mercy is over all his worlis." Wheie 
indeed is the man who b not a living pmf 
of the goodness, mercy, and loring*kiod- 
ness of the Lord our God ? But most 
fully, most sweetly, most graciously, do 
they shine forth in the whole plan of man's 
redemption by Christ Jesus. '* God so 
loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son to the end that all who be- 
lieve in him should not perish but have 
everlasting life*" ^ 

Such are the qualities, or, to use a less 
familiar term, the perfections of the Most 
High: all infinite, without measure, yet 
so exercised as ever to adorn and magnify 
each other. One thing must yet be added 
to this short and feeble description : the 
Lord is unchangeable* '^ He is not a man 
that he should repent." "> It is true that 
in certain passages of scripture, as in the 
cases of the Ninevites and David, he is 
said to alter his purposes according to the 

p JohD^ ill. Id. 4 1 Samnel, xv. tD, 
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behaviour of those with whom he is deal- 
ing : we should err, however, grievously 
in supposing that the all-wise God forms a 
design and afterwards changes it, as men 
use to do. We, in such a case, imagine 
him ignorant of his creatures' change of 
conduct until it had taken place ; which 
amounts to a denial of his infinite wisdom. 
The truth is simply this ; the transgressions 
of men bring them under the justice of the 
Lord, their repentance makes them capa- 
ble of enjoying his mercy and goodness. 
No change takes place in his own inten- 
tion ; but, in consequence of the sinner's 
altered conduct, mercy is exercised instead 
of judgment. 

You have thus laid before you a short, 
but, I trust, a clear statement of that which 
your Bible teaches concerning the Lord of 
hosts. The picture is necessarily poor and 
most imperfect : indeed, to obtain ideas in 
any degree worthy of the subject, you 
must make yourselves familiar with the 
sublime contents, the magnificent language 
of holy scripture. You must study the 
Almighty, not only in the declarations of 
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his prophets, but, in the sacred accounts 
of his actual dealings with his people. 
Read his holiness and fearful justice in 
the swift destruction of Gromorrah, Baby- 
lon, and Jerusalem. Behold the infinite 
power which clave asunder the waves of 
the Red sea, and stopped '^the sun upon 
Gibeon and the moon in the valley of Aja- 
lon." Mark how immediately his wisdom 
penetrated the ungodly purpose of the men 
of Babel ; how easily it frustrated their 
designs. But, above all, dwell upon that 
most wonderful amongst a hundred exam- 
ples of God's goodness — the Redemption 
of a sinful world by the blood of his Son 
Jesus Christ. 

In the meantime, the observations which 
this discourse has offered, may serve, under 
divine grace, as a guide for your conduct, 
and a spur to your religious feelings. You 
must either wilfully turn from, and shut 
your eyes against, the knowledge of the 
Lord, and so be cast into hell with ''the 
wicked and all who forget God;" or, for 
your very comforts' sake in this life, "you 
must seek him while he may be found." 
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14 SERMONS FOR 

Is the Lord your God thus powerful^thiis 
all-searching, thus holy and just ? Do you 
believe him such? As such, do you reflect 
upon and worship him ? How then, unless 
you are more senseless than idiots, whom 
children mock and men pity, can you wil- 
lingly continue to sin ? how can you deli- 
berately offend him ? To provoke Jehovah 
by iniquity while you keep him before 
your eyes as the holy, the all-mighty, the 
avenger, is madness — misery ! To forget 
and cast him from your thoughts, is stu- 
pidity ; and both, perdition ! Trust not in 
his goodness ; though it be without end 
or measure, that goodness can be shown 
only to those " who are in Christ Jesus :" 
who have become " a peculiar people zea- 
lous of good works-:'* who receive, in a 
word, the mercy of Grod as he offers it, 
and no otherwise. 

One escape there is, and one only, from 
wretchedness or deadly ignorance in this 
life, and woe eternal in the next. Seek, 
implore that you may "be purified from 
dead works" by the Holy Spirit, and " re* 
ceive the adoption of sons/* *' Believe in 
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the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be 
saved." While carnal and impenitent men 
are feeling the justice and indignation of 
their offended God, you shall experience 
only his goodness, wisdom, and loving- 
kindness. 
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SERMON IL 

THE SINFULNESS OF HUMAN NATURE. 



Romans, v. 21. 
Sin hath reigned unto death. 

His progress in the gospel of Christ is not 
small, who knows what sin truly is, and 
that he is truly a sinner. Almost all in 
conversation will allow the truth of the con- 
fession made by them publicly at church, 
that they are miserable offenders ; but not 
so many are aware of the character which 
they really give themselves : their lips 
speak not from the fulness of the heart. 
That the gospel of Christ and the lives of 
its professors for the most part agree so ill, 
is from no want of virtue in the medicine, 
but because, not well understanding what 
cure is to be made, men apply it impro- 
perly : it must be taken inwardly to the 
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renewing of the heart, but they are usually 
content with such outward application as 
attendance upon certain religious forms, 
and the performance of stated duties. Per- 
sons whose religion lies thus upon the sur- 
face, who seldom feel deeply nor think 
seriously about it, appear to look upon sin 
as simply an act or a habit of disobedience 
to some divine commandment ; and if not 
actually engaged in such forbidden prac- 
tices, they are not easily persuaded that 
'* sin reigns in them unto death : " yet may 
they be as truly in the gall of bitterness 
and the bond of iniquity when soundly 
sleeping, or honestly working, as when 
they contrive or execute a crime. That 
this is true you will be fully satisfied when 
you are informed of the real history, nature, 
and effects of sin. 

It was not originally bom with man : 
when the earth bloomed in the freshness of 
its youth, the living soul was by its Crea- 
tor pronounced ** good ; " a mark of appro- 
bation which, if a spot of sin had stained 
it, that holy Being could not have bestowed. 
At that time, joy and innocence walked 
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hand in hand through all that Grod had 
made : above, angels of every degree, and 
the two only souls on earth, were united in 
the fulness of love, obedience, and devotion, 
to him who created all. How sin first got 
footing in the universe, thus happily and 
completely subject to a Grovemour, the 
perfection of goodness as well as power, 
we shall strive in vain to discover : it is 
one of the deep things of God, which for 
the present are locked up in the secret 
treasury of his counsels. Enough, it did 
appear ; and, which is remarkable, its first 
appearance was in heaven. Satan, once 
high among the angels of the Lord, '^ kept 
not his first estate ; "• but conceiving within 
himself the spirit of pride, rebelled against 
his Maker, and left his habitation in hea- 
ven, being driven to a place of shame and 
punishment. The power yet left him he 
maliciously used to bring man under the 
same guilt and condemnation with himself. 
He succeeded ; and thenceforward, de- 
scending from father to son in an uninter- 
rupted stream, sin has deluged the earth 

• Jade, Terse 6. 
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with its dark and bitter waters. ** By one 
man's disobedience many were made sin- 
ners.'"" The dreadful power thus let loose 
upon the world, though it may show itself 
in a thousand different ways, is, every 
where and at all times, one and the same ; 
that, namely, which is contrary to the 
nature and law of God, which is ** holy, 
and just, and good." Like a drop of the 
deadliest poison in clear and wholesome 
water, sin made in the heart of man a 
change, as respects his salvation, fatal and 
entire. The love of God, and that humble 
yet glad obedience which the creature paid 
to his Maker, gave place to self-will, pride, 
and enmity. These evil spirits, drawing 
away the soul from the fountain of all 
goodness, deprived it of those heavenly 
powers which gave it command over the 
body ; and the body, thus freed from re- 
straint, abused its natural appetites by 
immoderate and impure indulgence. 

Pride separated man from his God, and 
that separation delivered him over to a 
carnal mind. Of this the necessary con- 
sequences were sorrow and death. 

b lUaiaai, ▼. 19. 
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Time would not suffice for the mention 
of the woes which sin, only sin, has brought 
into the world . Whence does the mother 
watch in silent agony each deadlier change 
upon the pale and convulsed features of 
her expiring infant ; her beautiful, her first 
born ? Because *' Sin has entered into the 
world, and death by sin." Why, but for 
our own sinful indulgences or those of our 
fathers, do we consume away under the 
rackings of pain, languish in weakness of 
body, or infirmity of mind ? Who can ^ 
number the miseries inflicted by human 
beings upon each other through wrath, 
malice, lust, covetousness, or even through 
thoughtlessness ? And whence comes it 
that no generation has existed, wherein 
wars have not swept away their thousands 
in the pride of manhood ; made thousands 
of mothers childless, and thousands of 
homes desolate : turning the fruitful field 
into a wilderness, and the song of cheerful 
industry into mourning and heaviness ? 
" Whence come wars and fighting amongst 
you, come they not hence even of your 
lusts V'"" Shortly indeed and correctly we 

c James, vr, 1. 
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may say, that for all the miseries to which 
man is bom, he is, in one way or another, 
indebted to sin alone. Had he kept inno- 
cence he would have preserved happiness. 

But these evils, much as we fear them, 
what are they compared with the last and 
worst effect of sin ? ** Death hath passed 
upon all men for that all have sinned.""^ 
Not merely the decease of the body, but 
spiritual death — the utter ruin of the im- 
mortal soul and its eternal banishment from 
the peace of heaven. 

Our belief in the holy scriptures gives us 
full assurance that " the wages of sin is 
death ;"" but it is useful to know why it is 
so ; partly because we shall thereby obtain 
juster notions of the holiness and righteous 
dealing of God ; and partly that we may 
prize as we ought the wisdom and mercy 
which redeemed us. We must remember 
therefore that, if man had not sinned in 
Adam, he might have passed from this life 
to the mansions of heaven, from present 
peace to everlasting joy : because having 
been created good, nothing would have 

A RoDMUiB, ▼. 13. • Romans, tI. 2S. 
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and ^(yvenbsd by sn. thac God canaoc 
thiaxLwimappn:QacxoiL.iior^i:veckiBn ^Ac 
lecompense oc reward.'* The wa&eis of 
sn ha^e come o^er ob^ soal like the sid- 
piiarou:^ sea that hides the :ihaiiie t^* Sodom 
aikd Gooksciah^ and nodtbig of fijfe can 
bloooi or breathe within its reach. The 
aoal q( man wasy at the tirst^ a ptctnre of 
the jMSet wherein he dwelt, an Ed^i, a 
garden of noble trei^ and loveiv flowers. 
The desc^adn:? and siimT flood has orer- 
whehned it ; and if here and there some 
scattered plants of Paradise yet rear their 
heads, they are crushed^ leefale, anddis- 
cokxired. Many amiable qualities* which 
are not of grace, discover themselves in the 
intercourse of ungeneiated men with each 
other ; but which of them shall they dare 
to offer as the purchase of a seat at God^s 
right hand? None ! ^'^ It cost more to re- 
deem their souls, so that they must let that 
alone for ever/"* 

And this ruin, as it is complete, is also 
universal : it has passed upon all mankind 

' Psalm xlU.8« 
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*'for that all have sinned.'* ''There is none 
righteous^ no not one/'* Every child of 
man, every descendant of Adam, receives 
the inheritance of sin, attended by all its 
consequences, with the breath of life. The 
iniquities of one man may in number and 
in depth exceed another's : one fallen crea- 
ture may be drunk, like Jezabel, with the 
blood of saints and prophets ; may d|ly the 
living Grod, with Pharaoh ; may slilghter, 
like the tyrant Herod, his wife and first- 
born ; while others may pass through life 
unnoticed, or known only by charity and 
usefulness : yet are all ** concluded under 
sin," all are corrupt, all unrighteous, all 
" come short of the glory of God."** Though 
from the foundation of the world to its pro- 
phesied destruction by fire, human beings 
shall have swarmed upon the face of the 
earth as leaves in the forest ; all, had no 
redemption been ofiered, must have gone 
down, generation after generation, to the 
gates of hell. 

Such is the history of sin ; such its na- 
ture ; such its certairi and dreadful conse- 

ir Romans, \\u 10. ^ Romans, iii. 2S. 
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unfitted him for his glorious inheritance. 
When sin had entered into the world, the 
case was totally altered : his own new 
nature and the character of the Father of 
heaven, made his entrance impossible. 
Heaven is spiritual happiness ; spiritual 
happiness consists in the exercise and en- 
joyment of divine love and mutual charity, 
of holy service, praises constantly renewed, 
and unsatisfied adoration. But what de- 
light can these impart to a soul which is 
corrupt, " carnal, sold under sin ?" Bid 
the unconverted and carnal man to spend 
one hour in thinking upon God, in praising 
him, and in working up his mind to love 
and gratitude : he cannot do it — his nature 
wearies and turns firom it ! How then can 
he desire to spend an eternity in such oc- 
cupations ? But he cannot, if he would, 
reside in heaven — ^the qualities of the Most 
High, each perfect in itself, forbid it. He 
is too pure to behold iniquity, nor can any- 
thing polluted by sin abide in his pre- 
sence. The dwelling of a sinner, unjusti- 
fied and unredeemed, beside his thrcme, 
would be an injury to his justice, an insult 
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to his majesty : and it is of man in his na- 
tural, cormpted state that we now speak. 
Sin is the great, nay the only object of 
Grod's wrath ; but man without Christ is 
the servant o( sin, and all his actions, 
thoughts, and feelings, so mastered and 
guided by that deadly power, that his sonl 
exhibits nothing which God, consistently 
vrith his justice and holiness, can look 
upon with favour: nothing but wliat he 
must of necessity visit with punishment. 
For we must believe that man is, in this 
sense, totally corrupt, in consequence of 
Adam's transgression ; that sin, having se- 
parated us from Grod, nothing remains in 
that state of excellence which our Maker, 
when the work of his hands was finished, 
saw with satisfaction and called '' good."' 
Nothing has now that value in his sight 
thafe it should entitle us to claim the inhe- 
ritance of eternal life. The very virtues of 
man in his natural state, if they show what 
he must have been before sin entered, prove 
still more faithfully the wreck he now is. 
Justice and truth and love have not been 
utterly torn up from his heart, but they are 
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SO mixed with baser qualities, so distorted 
and governed by sin, that God cannot view 
them with approbation, nor give them " the 
recompense of reward." The waters of 
sin have come over his soul like the sul- 
phurous sea that hides the shame of Sodom 
and „ Gomorrah, and nothing of life can 
bloom or breathe within its reach. The 
soul of man was, at the first, a picture of 
the place wherein he dwelt, an Eden, a 
garden of noble trees and lovely flowers. 
The desolating and slimy flood has over- 
whelmed it ; and if here and there some 
scattered plants of Paradise yet rear their 
heads, they are crushed, feeble, and dis- 
coloured. Many amiable qualities, which 
are not of grace, discover themselves in the 
intercourse of ungenerated men with each 
other ; but which of them shall they dare 
to offer as the purchase of a seat at God's 
right hand? None ! *' It cost more to re- 
deem their souls, so that they must let that 
alone for ever."^ 

And this ruin, as it is complete, is also 
universal : it has passed upon all mankind 

f Psalm xlix. 8. 
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"for that all have sinned.'* "There is none 
righteous, no not one/'* Every child of 
man, every descendant of Adam, receives 
the inheritance of sin, attended by all its 
consequences, with the breath of life. The 
iniquities of one man may in number and 
in depth exceed another's : one fallen crea- 
ture may be drunk, like Jezabel, with the 
blood of saints and prophets ; may ^ly the 
living God, with Pharaoh ; may slal^hter, 
like the tyrant Herod, his wife and first- 
born ; while others may pass through life 
unnoticed, or known only by charity and 
usefulness : yet are all ** concluded under 
sin," all are corrupt, all unrighteous, all 
'* come short of the glory of Grod."** Though 
from the foundation of the world to its pro- 
phesied destruction by fire, human beings 
shall have swarmed upon the face of the 
earth as leaves in the forest ; all, had no 
redemption been ofiered, must have gone 
down, generation after generation, to the 
gates of hell. 

Such is the history of sin ; such its na- 
ture ; such its certairi and dreadful conse- 

9 Romans, iii, 10. ^ Romans, iii. 2S. 
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quences. It has been shown that sin, 
dwelling in the heart of man, makes not 
only some single actions or acquired habits 
hateful to God, but has such an effect upon 
our very nature, that with every soul unre- 
newed by grace, unsprinkled by the blood, 
of Christ, he micst deal as with an enemy : 
for that every soul is by nature carnal, aiid 
" the QSjrnal mind is enmity against Grod."' 
We haive also seen that this is the conditi<Hi 
of every man that is bom into the world : 
for, unless he has an interest in the blood 
of Christ, sin, reigning in a man of the best 
natural qualities, must prove his destruc- 
tion. 

But the most important part of my task 
remains yet to be executed : it is, to bring 
home to the heart of each hearer, the ob- 
servations which have been made upon 
mankind in general. I wish I could be as 
sure of success here, as I am certain that 
the doctrine now set forth is that of the 
gospel. But a wretch may cry for bread 
by the way side while plentiful harvests 
are carried home around him — may perish 

* RomaDS, viii. 7. 
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by £auiuiie within a few steps of loaded 
granaries ; and alas ! you may confess the 
druth that ^* the scripture hath concluded 
all under sin/' yet want the effectual per- 
suasion that it applies with its full force to 
your own caw in particular : that ytw are, 
'' by nature, dead in trespasses and sins." 
Upon a full and actire conviction, however, 
of this great truth, hangs your htfpe of 
everlasting life. Examine, therefore, and 
" prove yonr own selves. " Of many means 
of proof withm yonr reach, two or three 
sisnple questions will supply enough for 
the purpose ; will unveil the most deceitful 
heart, and mortify the most deluded self- 
righteousness^. 

Can yonf recollect no time when you have 
fo«nd it a heavy and unpleasing task to 
think upon,, and to pray with the heart to 
the Lord ? Nay, are yo« now at all times 
well pleased to ** commune with your own 
h^irt and in your chamber ;" to pour out 
your firsaJtiefr and wants before the throne 
of grace ? Do you always give up that 
which seems^ to preimise pleasure or profit 
because yeo have reason to think it dis- 

c2 
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believe, that as by nature you are lost, ** by 
grace are ye saved through faith ;" aod do 
not r«»t, do not be comforted, until by study 
of the scriptures with prayer, by «eriou« 
thought, you have obtained justificationi, 
and renewal by the Holy Ghost '' unto 
righteousness and true holiness/' Oast 
bai^k one look upon the *^ rock whence ye 
are hewn, and the hole of the pit whence 
ye are digged," upon the fearful state of 
those who are yet under the donainicm of 
sin, and fly with trembling haste to the 
city of refuge, Jesus Christ, who died *^ to 
save his people from their sins."^ 

> Matthew, i. SI. 
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SERMON III. 

DELIVERANCE FROM THE DEATH OF SIN. 



Romans, vii. 24, 25. 

wretched man that I am, who shaU de- 
liver me from the body of this death? 

1 thank God through Jesta Christ our 
Lord. 

While the scriptures, which alone teach 
the religion 'of Jesus Christ, plainly declare 
that men are by nature sinful, and must 
perish without mercy if they die in that 
state ; the greater part of those concerned 
in this truth, and professing to believe the 
same scriptures, appear perfectly satisfied 
with their condition, without having ob- 
tained or indeed sought any change what- 
ever. If we had reason to suspect only 
that the Bible teaches truth, not to get 
satisfaction upon a matter so important 
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would be the most unreasonable thing in 
the world : but to be assured that it is truth 
itself, and consequently that we are indeed, 
as it declares, '' dead in trespasses and 
sins ; " yet to live on without one thought 
of our danger or one struggle for escape, is 
worse madness than his who should sit 
trifling with straws or flowers, while his 
boat glides rapidly to the brink of a tre- 
mendous waterfall. 

Such madness, however, is the wisdom 
of this world. Its prudent ones, who give 
to prudence the first place among the vir- 
tues, and think none acquainted with her 
but themselves, will repeatedly examine 
their accounts to see how they stand in the 
world, and, if they find the balance against 
them, will use every means that wisdom 
can devise or activity execute, until theit 
circumstances flourish as before. But sel- 
dom do they conceive it necessary to ex- 
amine their souls, to see how stands with 
them the balance between eternal misery 
and salvation. Yet they know the truths 
which the Bible speaks to their souls ; nor 
do they deny their importance ; but that 
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knowledge has no effect upon their hearts, 
nor influence over their conduct : they are 
as certain of it, and as little acted upon by 
that certainty, as that king Charles was 
beheaded, or that St. Peter's stands at 
Rome. Even so are '' the children of this 
world wiser in their generation than the 
children of light/' 

Let us not be like unto them : but while 
we acknowledge the wisdom and the duty 
of attending to our worldly estate, let that 
be an ailment for the far greater wisdom, 
the higher duty, the more imperative ne- 
cessity, of arriving at a certainty respecting 
the present state and future prospects of 
our immortal spirits. The word of Grod 
itself can produce no effect if it be '' not 
mixed with faith in those who hear it.'* 
Let us therefore listen to it in faith, in the 
same strong assurance of its truth which 
we have of the pressure of pain, or the call 
of hunger. And when in the most solemn 
and unquestionable language it pronounces, 
that we are by nature carnal, " sold under 
sin ; " that we are bom children of wrath, 
and, unless truly renewed by the Holy 
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Ghost^ according to the Gospel of Christ, 
"vessels fitted for destruction" — when it 
declares that " all are concluded under 
sin ;" and that, unless a spiritual change 
has taken place within us, we cannot see 
light nor happiness — shall we not search 
fearfully into our hearts to see if tokens ^of 
grace be dwelling there ? And if we find 
them not, if in their place we see the works 
of the flesh, the proofs of a carnal mind, and 
of a spirit unrenewed to righteousness, must 
we not stretch forth our hands for that sal- 
vation which we espy not in the desolation 
of our ruined hearts. Are we not con- 
strained to cry, with earnest craving, " O 
wretched man that I am, who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death ?" For 
who could bear for a day the certainty that 
he is at " enmity with God ?" Knowing 
that, if one of the ten thousand causes of 
death should cut him off*, he goes without 
remedy to the place prepared for the devil 
and his angels, who could reap satisfaction 
or pleasure from any thing which this world 
might offer ? But let the anxious feeling of 
want, danger, and misery, be astir in the 
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hewrt, and awaken that strong crying for 
salvation, and already the gospel has done 
half its work. We need but show to the 
hungering and thirsting soul '' the bread of 
God " and the well-spring of eternal life, 
trusting to the certainty of its finding there 
complete refreshment. We need but direct 
the eyes of him who is wounded by the 
serpent sin, to him who was lifted up upon 
the cross for sinners, secure that the sight 
must, in time, restore health and comfort. 
Attend therefore, if there be any who know 
sin and danger, but as yet know not re- 
demption, and you shall hear '' what the 
Lord hath done for your souls." In two 
words lies the cure of all your disease, the 
escape from all your danger, the shelter for 
all your fears — " Chnst crucified I " 

When sin had overcome the faithfulness 
oi man, and corrupted his innocence ; as 
soon as he became sensible of his shame, 
and convinced of his wretchedness, his 
Creator, ''in judgment remembering mer- 
cy," gave the first promise of a Saviour : 
declaring that, as woman was the first 
transgressor, one bom of a woman should 



38 SERMONS FOR 

many be made righteous."** " There is one 
God, and one Mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus." ^ 

But as a mere man could never, by obe- 
dience or by suffering, make satisfaction 
for his own sin ; much less for the sins of 
the whole world : as no created being can 
purchase salvation for his brethren, with a 
righteousness which is not his own, but 
given to him froiti on high ; it was equally 
necessary that the Mediator should be Qod 
equal with the Father. Indeed no creature 
of God's hand could have had ** power to 
lay down his own life, and power to take 
it up again." Such power belongs to Grod 
alone ; and God our Saviour made use of 
it to offer himself as a free-will offering 
for sin. Thus, therefore, speaks the scrip- 
ture, ** God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself."^ Could the same 
purpose have been answered by a meaner 
sacrifice, we may well believe that the 
Father would not have yielded up his 
only-begotten Son to insult and to death : 
the mighty God would not have left the 
throne of his glory, to share the weakness 

*» Rom. ▼. 10. • 1 Tim. ii. 5. ' 2 Cor. v. 19. 
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and humiliation of human nature. Herein 
we behold the dreadful character of sin : 
that it is so abominable in the sight of 
God, so utterly destructive of our eternal 
happiness, that nothing less than the blood, 
the shame, the agony, of a divine Saviour, 
could appease the justice of the Lord, or 
turn away his wrathful indignation. 

Herein too we obtain perfect assurance 
and confidence that a refuge from sin and 
its punishment will not be sought in vain : 
'' Grod hath given unto us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son/'* Before sufficient 
satisfaction and redemption was offered, 
Ood refused not pardon to mankind through 
hate toward his creatures, or indifference 
to their welfare ; but because it was more 
important that his justice should be duly 
honoured and preserved, than that a sinful 
generation should escape punishment. The 
love of Grod is boundless : it would grant 
to all eternal happiness ; it " willeth not 
the death of a sinner :" but the claims of 
his infinite justice must receive equal at- 
tention. Both, by the wisdom and good- 
ness of the Lord, are joined together in the 

t 1 John, ▼. 11. 
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redemption of mankind. Justice and love 
are wedded in heaven, and these are their 
offspring — " Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men." 
" He hath found out a way that he might 
be just and the justifier of him that be- 
lieveth in Jesus." ** 

You therefore who, thus far aw;akened 
by the Spirit, feel that sin is indeed a 
burthen : you who cannot without deep 
concern reflect that you live under the 
heavy hand of an unreconciled God : who 
sigh for deliverance from **the body of this 
death" — stretch forth the hand of faith — 
accept the signal deliverance thus offered, 
and reply to the enquiry of your restless 
souls with the joyful expression of St. Paul, 
" I thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." So full, so rich is this gift of grace, 
that it leaves no want unsatisfied. Can we 
doubt that forgiveness has been purchased 
for the sins of the whole world ? '' It is 
Christ that died, yea rather that is risen 
again, who is even at the right hand of 
God who maketh intercession for us."* Can 
we fear least having the promise we should 

^ Romans, iil. 26. . * Romans, tIU. 34. 




SUNDAY EVENINGS. 41 

be unable to enter into his rest ? **U God 
be for us, who shall be against us ? *' And 
that he is for us, desiring the salvation of 
each individual, is manifestly proved, inso- 
much that he dei^gned and planned the 
Grospel of his Son, to satisfy the demands 
of his own justice, to make a way for his 
mercy, and " to reconcile the world unto 
himself." ** He that spared not his own 
Son but delivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not with him also freely give us 
all things ? " ^ 

Our baptism gives us a right to all the 
benefits of redemption through Christ ; nor 
can we lose them, unless, disregarding the 
conditions of faith and repentance, we neg- 
lect to claim them. Come therefore boldly 
to the throne of grace, in the full assurance 
of faith, leaning on this memorable promise, 
" he that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out." But do not, as some, ** turn the 
grace of God into lasciviousness," or carnal 
indolence. If the mercy of God has been 
so rich towards us ; manifesting his love 
in the pardon of all transgressions, in the 

^ Romans, Yiii. 32. 
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removal of every thing that could ** let c 
hinder us in running the race that is s( 
before us, " shall not his indignation l: 
in proportion tremendous and intolerabl 
against such as hold the truth in unrightc 
ousness, and presume to " neglect so grei 
salvation ?" If you indeed come to Jesi 
Christ, it will be not merely to escape pi 
nishment, but to be freed from sin. An 
this freedom you will obtain through hi 
spirit, which will dwell within you. " No 
if any man have not the spirit of Christ, I 
is none of his." ' 

Thus, brethren, in Jesus Christ, and hi 
crucified, have I set before you your Zoar- 
your city of refuge. " Haste ye, esca} 
thither!" But if you still linger and IcK 
back upon the Gomorrah of carnal-minde< 
ness, the strong holds of sin — " rememb< 
Lot's wife ! " reached by the red right hai 
of the Destroyer, she stood a fearful exau 
pie to all such as trifle with salvation. 

1 Romans, viii. 9. 
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SERMON IV. 



LIVING TNTO CHRIST. 



2 Cor. v. 15. 

He died far all, that tkejf which live shomli 
not henceforth Uve unto thenuehes^ hut imto 
him who died for them. 

'' He dkd fcNT all !" As by the sin of one 
man, Adam* ruin and death came upon all 
the generaticHds of the world ; so when 
Jesus Christ, as man, gave himself up to 
death to redeem the world, the blessing was 
as complete and as common as the mischief 
which it remedied. We need not now en- 
ter into that question, in its proper season 
neither too curious nor unprofitable, how \ 
far the merits of our Saviour and the ad- \ 
vantages of his death extend to the hea- ^ 
then, who cannot hear him preached ; but 
with regard to Christians, it may be said 
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wretched sinners, therefore, are abandoned, 
by the consenting voices of scripture and 
of nature, to his eternal home whom they 
chose to serve ; nor can they themselves 
utter one word against the verdict. Hap- 
pily, it will be said, the number of such 
enormous offenders in a Christian coun^try 
is small, compared with the thousands who 
abstain from gross sins and live for the most 
part in a harmless and reputable manner. 
Would it were much smaller ! But when, 
on the one hand, we see the lives of these 
more approved and more hopeful Christians, 
(approved of by the world at large, and by 
no means either desponding or boldly re- 
gardless of their future condition ;) and or 
the other, consider the expressions invari- 
ably made use of by our Lord and his apos- 
tles, when speaking of those who should 
be heirs of eternal life ; I see no remedy, 
but that we must either throw aside reason, 
judgment, and common sense, altogether,, 
or come straight to the conclusion that, 
however much a life of tolerable morality 
and propriety may be commended when 
compared with theirs who set religion, de- 
cency, and law, at defiance ; still it is not 
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thus that souls are to be saved ; this is not 
to be Christians ; and those who abide con- 
tentedly in this state, are certainly far from 
the kingdom of heaven. We must come, 
in foct, to the conclusion which our Lord 
has positively proclaimed, that ''straight is 
the gate and narrow is the way that leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find it." ^ 
— As might be expected in a matter of the 
first importance, we have in the scriptures 
the fullest means for coming at the truth— 
our Saviour and his apostles certainly teach 
that ** many are called but few are chosen ;" 
to many the gospel of life is preached ; 
many are born and bred up under the sacra- 
ments, -the ministry, and other advanti^es 
of Christ's church ; but of those many, a 
small number, comparatively speaking, so 
profit by those advantages as to reach the 
kii^dom of heaven. When the grand di- 
vision takes place after the last judgment ; 
when the sheep of Christ's happy flock 
range themselves on the right hand of their 
good shepherd, and the goats are plunged 
with shame and sorrow into the lake burn- 

t» Bfatthew, vU. 14. 
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ing with fire •and brimstone — " many sh 
seek to enter in," shall cry " Lord op 
unto us," but hear only the stern unyiel 
ing answer, ** begone from me, I know y 
not." — This being taken for an undoubt 
truth, it remains for us to enquire why 
will be thus : if " Christ died for all," w 
should any perish ? It cannot be becau 
the Lord acts towards his creatures wi 
partiality ; regarding one with love a 
another with ill will, without taking ir 
consideration the works of either : at lei 
it cannot be so, if we are to take in tb 
only usual acceptation those expressions 
holy writ which describe God's dealin 
with his creatures. — They declare that 1 
ways to man are, after the manner of h 
man judgments, not unequal — they ch? 
lenge men to prove them otherwise th: 
equal by their own way of thinking ai 
acting. They assert repeatedly and clear 
that the Lord *' willeth not the death of 
sinner :" that there is with him no respe 
of persons, but that all are desired to con 
to repentance : add to which well-knov 
passages this simple argument — ^with me 
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to reward some and to punish others, with- 
out any regard to their respective merits, 
is injustice ; but the scriptures take pains 
(if we may so express it) to set forth the 
justice of God ; all which pains are utterly 
useless, and the expressions made use of 
utterly unintelligible, if justice in God is a 
thing altogether different from justice in 
man. If, at the end of all things, it is seen 
that some were predestined to happiness, 
and some to misery, I doubt not but that 
the reasons for such a mode of proceeding 
will be perfectly agreeable to our present 
notions of equity. Yes ! all, whom God 
hath made, all with whom he deals, he 
regards as one man ; nor can any reason 
be assigned for his giving a preference to 
one of his creatures above another, except 
the difference in their disposition and con- 
duct towards himself. As the Bible there- 
fore distinctly states that he loves all alike, 
we should not presume to suppose that any 
are by the divine will excluded from hea- 
ven until they have by their own fault 
forfeited their part in the redemption by 
Christ Jesus. Here, then, we find the 




50 SERMONS FOB It 

answer to our question, why, since '^ iaany 
are called are few chosen ? " Jesus Christ 
has purchased redemption for man by his 
own blood ; but to this offer of pardon and 
eternal life, he has joined certain conditions 
precise, positive, axul indispensable : these 
conditions are all included in the text, 
'* Christ died for all, that they which live 
should not henceforth live unto themselves 
but unto him who died for th^xn." What 
can be more clear than that those who re- 
fuse to comply with his terms have no part 
nor lot in his redemption ? 

What then is to live unto ourselves, and 
how may we live unto Christ ? Let this be 
our present enquiry ; and let us desire that 
God's holy spirit may attend upon our 
search, and enable us to enter by the new 
and living way. By a man's living unto 
himself, the scriptures understand, his 
being guided in his actiims and habits by 
his own natural inclinations. We will 
imagine, for example, such a penson as 
may in the closest manner set forth the 
truth which I maintained at the beginning 
of this discourse ; that thousands may he 
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living a life of tderable morality and pro- 
priety, yet be disowned by the Saviour of 
the world when, in the scriptural phrase, 
'^ He oomes to make up his jewels." The 
person then in question has been bom in a 
Christian oountry ; has been baptized as a 
matter of course ; and when old enough, 
has been c<»ifirmed by the bishop. His 
parents, when they brought him to the 
laver of regeneration, the water of baptism, 
thoo^t, it is probable, more of keeping up 
a general custom, or of securing to their 
child some unknown spiritual advantage, 
tlian of the real change which that sacra- 
ment would make in his spiritual condition ; 
(ur cf the religious engagements to which 
they were about to bind themselves and 
him« In consequence of, and agreeably to 
&e negUgence and ignorance displayed in 
this finrt Christian duty, they bring up the 
child in reputable and correct habits, taking 
care thBt he should gain none which might 
be condemned by the respectable part of 
their acquaintance ; especially none likely 
to injure his prospects in life. At the pro- 
per time he attends, with a multitude, to 
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be confirmed by the bishop ; which is, 
rightly understood, to make a public pro- 
fession that he takes upon himself all the 
engagements made for him by his friends 
at his baptism ; and that he acknowledges 
himself responsible for every future offence 
against those engagements. Not thus/ 
however, does he probably understand it ; 
or if he has, indistinctly, some such notion, 
is he affected by a solemn and touching 
sense of this, the most important event in 
his life ? He should now be considered to 
have embarked upon the ocean of life ; he 
stands a justified soul before his maker ; by 
the covenant of baptism, God promises to 
regard him as a child of grace, freed by the 
death of Jesus Christ from all the fatal con- 
sequences of that depraved nature which 
the first sinner bequeathed to him. On 
his part, he is engaged, as one trusting to 
be saved by the sacrifice of his Redeemer, 
to listen submissively to the whole will of 
his heavenly master, and diligently to pre- 
pare himself to do it ; to seek the assistance 
of the Holy Spirit, that he may subdue the 
rising and rebellious nature within him ; to 
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strain every power to the utmost, that he 
^ayg:u„lLceinU.hUow„.hishea. 
venly city ; in a word, that he may " walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith he is 
called," and ** live not unto himself, but 
unto him who died and rose again." Is 
not here matter to oppress with solemnity, 
with anxiety, almost to sadness, the im- 
mortal spirit: a hopeful anxiety which 
should attend upon every step made along 
the narrow way ? But with him, this heir 
of immortal life, this citizen of heaven — 
to-morrow's plan of pleasure wipes from 
his mind all such grave and methodistical 
thoughts, as he perhaps would call them. 

Thus enters he upon the business of life ; 
not life in the Christian sense, which be- 
ginning in time, loses itself in the eternity 
of a spiritual existence, but that little 
dimly-seen span which lies between the 
cradle and the tomb. To him, however, 
this is life ; it is every thing ; for the eye 
of his soul is too dull-sighted to discern 
distinctly, or recognize as his own, that 
which belongs not to this world. Here 
then, on this petty scene, every thing is im- 
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portant, and claims accordingly his regard 
and attention. He conducts his worldly 
business, be it what it may, with skill, 
industry, and seriousness ; in his dealings 
he is faithful, true to his word, punctual 
to his engagements ; in his comrersatioii 
with others he studies to be obliging and 
agreeable : his behaviour towards his £eua- 
ily is marked by good sense and kindness : 
his priyate conduct is steady^ decent, and 
honourable. ** What lacks he yet ?" when 
such a man dies, shall not the minist^ of 
religion console his mourning kindred h^ 
assurances that their departed friend has 
left this world for one of joy eternal and 
unfading? Hardly — ^if he knew his heart ! 
And why ? are not industry, truth, kind- \ 
ness, steadiness, decency — ^virtues ? and is \ 
not he who possesses them virtuous ? and ; 
who but the virtuous enter into the joy of • 
their Lord ? Far be it from me to deny 
the excellence of these virtues, or their 
absolute necessity; but let the text give 
answer to the question. " Christ died for \ 
all, that they who live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves, but unto him that died ^ 
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and rase agam.'^ With respect to the per- 
son whom I have just described, so £Bur 
from living unto Christ, Christ was little, 
distinctly, never in his thoughts : he lived 
imto himself. I do not say that he alto- 
geifaer disregarded religion ; for I will sup- 
pose him to have been a regular attendant 
at church ; to have done, and to have 
\ avoided, many things at the command of 
I his religion ; still, he lived unto himself. 
He was true, industrious, faithful, chiefly 
because he thereby gained the respect and 
favour of the world : kind to his family, 
and not unfirequently charitable to the 
poor, mainly from a disposition naturally 
affectionate and compassionate. But when 
did he feel grieved and wearied and hum- 
bled for sin — sin dwelling, working, reign- 
ing within him ? when did he seek in ' 
** Christ crucified, " pardon, acceptance, 
and peace ? Did his heart ever warm with 
gratitude to " him who died for all" — ever [ 
sink with heaviness at the reflection, how . 
often he had repaid that bloody sacrifice \ 
by qlfsjQces, slights, or forgetfulness ? Has 
his secret chamber ever seen him searching 1 
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the scriptures for divine truths, as for the 
pearl of great price : or on his knees im- 
ploring larger measures of grace to be able 
( to rise above the world, and have the heart 
I of stone changed, by the silent operations 
* of the spirit, to the heart of flesh ? Has 
he cast worldly pleasures behind his back, 
or trodden its gains under his feet, when 
he felt that his Saviour required him to 
*' take up his cross and follow him ?" Has^ 
he laboured to subdue the natural feelings ) 
of pride, self- seeking, and resentment, that l, 
in meekness, lowliness of heart, and love to \ 
enemies, he might have within himself the 
witness that he was approaching heaven 
by the same steps which his Lord had , 
trodden before him ? did he, finally, count 
all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Jesus Christ ; and, en- 
during with patience this present state of 
trial, look forward with earnest hope to the 
time when he should " depart and be with 
Christ ;" repeating the words of the good 
apostle, '*to me to live is Christ and to die 
is gain ?" This is ** living unto Christ "— 
this, only this, is indeed to be a Christian. 
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Upon these condituMis, and no other, can 
we have assurance that, as the spirit of 
Christ is in us^ so are we truly hU ; and 
that, being of his people, we shall for ever 
dwcell with him in heaven. 

Yet of the thousands who, in different 
degrees, resemble the character I have 
drawn, the world and themselves, if they 
have no precise expectation of salvation, 
certainly have no idea that they shall be 
sentenced with 'Hhe wicked. and all the 
people that forget God." But to you who 
now hear me I appeal — have I falsely 
stated the demands of Christ our common 
master, or the conditions of salvation ? 
Have I not rather proved, and that with- 
out a possibility of denial, that because 
'^ straight is the gate and narrow is the 
.way that leadeth unto life" — because the 
generality of men will live unto themselves 
— "many are called but few are chosen?" 
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SERMON V. 



THE EFFECTS OF BAPTISM. 



Mark, xvi. 16. 

He that believeth and is baptized shall 

be saved. 



-'^^ w ar-*^*"^"^* 



Th£R£ are seasons in the lives of most per- 
sons> when the question '' what shall I do 
to be saved?" comes before their minds with 
especial force, and leads them to enter 
upon a serious enquiry for a time» though 
it may presently be diverted and smothered 
by worldly pursuits. ^ In the course of that 
enquiry, it is natural that they should con- 
sider the information which the lips of 
Christ himself have delivered, as that most 
decisive of the question, and entitled to 
their chief consideration : though in truth. 
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every part of scripture being " given by 
inspiratiim of Grod/' has the same authority. 
In the text, our blessed master expressly 
and distinctly makes the salvation of our 
souls to depend upon two conditions, belief 
and baptism. We have, therefore, his 
warrant to rest our hope securely upon 
our' fulfilment of these : but as his decla- 
ration is given in two words only, which 
may by possibility be wrongly understood^ 
we ought to get satisfaction respecting their 
full and true meaning : for that hope can 
scarcely be strong enough to give comfort, 
which is built upon an indistinct, imperfect 
understanding of our Saviomr's promise. 
Let your attention then accompany me, 
while I " search the scriptures" to dis- 
cover, what portion belongs to baptism in 
the work of our salvation ; how far, and in 
what sense, our having been baptized per- 
mits us to hope for everlasting life. 

Our first inquiries lay open this unques- 
tionable truth ; that the ceremony of bap- 
tism is, as our church declares, ^* generally 
necessary to salvation ; " that is, necessary 
in every case where it may be rightly and 
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duly administered. Situations may easily \ 
be conceived, where " the outward sign or ( 

• 

form" cannot be applied ; here, if " the i 
inward spiritual grace" be not wanting, the i^ 
absence of the forms will be no hindrance ; 
to salvation. That in circumstances, how- 
ever, under which baptism may be had, it 
is absolutely necessary to eternal life, the 
express language of scripture, coupled with 
the known practice of the earliest Chris- 
tians, leaves no room to doubt. 

When Peter first preached the gospel 
after he was filled with the Holy Ghost ; 
*' the same day there were added to the 
disciples three thousand souls." To these 
persons who "were pricked in their hearts," 
and said unto Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, "men and brethren, what shall 
we do ?" Peter replied, " Repent, and be^ 
baptized, every one of you in the name off 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and i 
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. "^. 
To mention no other examples, we find the 
same course followed in the cases of the 
family of Cornelius, the eunuch, the house- 
holds of Lydia, and the jailor. We know. 
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also, that it was regularly and universally 
followed by the original churches which 
enjoyed the teaching either of the great 
apostles themselves, or of those who had 
received their doctrines immediately from 
thence. And the commandment upon 
which the practice was founded, is as clear 
and positive as the practice itself was ge- 
neral. ** Except a man be born of water 
and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God."* " Go ye and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost."** " He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved." These are the words of 
God our Saviour ; need it be repeated that 
herein baptism is required as a condition of 
salvation ? 

We are next to learn how far, and in 
what sense, our fulfilment of this condition 
entitles us to hope for mercy at the last 
day. Few are found to deny the necessity 
of baptism ; but we may fear that many 
err on this part of the question, and that 
dangerously. For though it is not always 

• John, iii. 5. * Matthew, xxviil 19. 
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easy to come at the opinions^ on this sub- 
ject, of persons who dislike to talk of true 
religion almost as much as to practise it ; 
we may gather enough to observe that they 
trust for acceptance (if indeed that may 
be called trust, which is a hope too slight 
and unreasonable to be explained) on the 
groimd of their being Chris tiaus; made by 
baptism heirs of the kingdom of heaven. 
That from your baptism you may receive 
such comfort as it is capable of bestowing, 
and such assurance as the scriptures war- 
rant, I will now lay before you the history, 
intention, and effects of that holy sacra- 
ment. 

Three times has the Lord Grod made a 
solemn covenant or agreement with his 
creatures ; giving commandments for their 
obedience, promising blessings, and esta- 
blishing an outward sign or token of his 
faithfulness. 

The first covenant was made with Noah* 
When he left the ark with his righteous 
family to take possession of their new 
world, God blessed them and bade them 
multiply upon the earth, promising that it 
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shcmld never more be destroyed by a flood 
of waters; in token whereof he set the 
rainbow in the clonds, and said *' I will 
look apon it that I may remember the ev- 
erlasting covenant between Grod and every 
living creature of all flesh that is upon the 
earth." * 

The second was made with Abraham, 
containing a richer blessing and more glo- 
rious promises. God talked with Abraham 
and said, '' Behold my covenant is with 
thee, and thou shalt be a father of many 
nations :" '^ and I will give unto thee and 
to thy seed after thee the land wherein 
thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan 
for an everlasting possession, and I will be 
their God." ''And God said unto Abraham, 
thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, 
thou and thy seed after thee in their gene- 
rations. This is my covenant which ye 
shall keep between me and you and thy 
seed after thee ; every man child among 
you shall be circumcised."** If, by the 
blessing contained herein, we understand 
merely the possession of worldly advanta- 

c Genesis, is. 16. ' Oenesb, xril. 4, et seq. 
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gospel of the kingdom of heaven, and in 
the blood of the cross. 
^ The gifts covenanted or promised on 
God's part are, remission for Christ's sake 
of sins that are past, and the in-dwelling of 
\^ the Holy Ghost the comforter^ to renew the 
/ heart and to bend it by secret constraint, 
f or by strong interference, to U.e wiU of 
God ; to begin in vessels of clay the life of 
heaven ; to say to the believer, in langiia^ 
unheard but not uncertain, ''this is the 
way, walk in it ;"« to pour into his heart 
such love towards God, that the service in 
which every day is passed becomes a ser- 
vice of perfect freedom. The duties laid 
upon us, are, faith and repentance ; the 
outward token of the covenant, which 
Christ appointed before he returned to the 
glory which was his own before he made 
the worlds, is Baptism. As the covenant 
which it betokens stands in the place of 
Abraham's, so is this outward fortn a sub- 
stitute for that of circumcision, to which 
Abraham and hia seed submitted them- 
selves ; the things signified being, in both, 

ff Isaiah, xxx. 21« 
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the same^ though under the gospel exalted 
and improved — ''Holiness to the Lord," 
and separation from sin. 

We now arrive with ease at the answer 
to oar question^ how far may we rely for 
our salratbn upon our obedience to the 
divine appointment of baptism — in what 
sense^ having been baptized, may we con- 
sider ourselves '' inheritors of the kingdom 
of heaven V 

Ba^sm is» first, a ceremony whereby 
we enter publicly upon our Christian pro- 
fession ; secondly, a sacrament whereby 
we bind ourselves openly to the perform- 
ance of certain duties ; and thirdly, one of 
the great means of grace which our blessed 
Lord has ordained, that we may receive 
thereby certain spiritual advantages : our 
present subject leads us to consider it in 
the last view. 

We are bom children of wrath. What- 
ever evil change came upon Adam in con- 
sequence of his fall, aflFects all who have 
been since, or are to be, born into the world. 
The depraved and carnal bent of the soul ; 
the enmity against God ; the impossibility 
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of restoring himself to righteousness ; and 
the being liable to the full unchecked 
effects of God's justice ; these sad fruits of] 
man's original disobedience cleave to the / 
very nature of every individual. Upon '^ 
our entrance into the covenant of grace, \ 
we escape from this dreadful situation. ^ 
Every enemy of our souls has been van- 
quished by Jesus Christ ; every hindrance 
to salvation removed ; " the blood of Christ 
cleanseth from all sin," in-born or actually 
committed — his self-sacrifice turns away 
entirely the severity of God s wrath against 
sin : his spirit sheds new powers upon our 
hearts, leading them to love, and enabling 
them to serve God in righteousness and 
true holiness. These are the benefits of 
the gospel, and to these we are admitted 
by baptism. Such is the express language 
of St. iPeter : he is speaking of the ark, 
" wherein few, that is eight souls, were 
saved by water," and adds, " the like figure 
whereunto, even baptism, doth also now ', 
save us."*" No similitude can give a more - 
satisfactory explanation than this, nor con- 

h 1 Peter, Ui. 20. 
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vey a more positive statement. When, for 
the wickedness of those who dwelt therein, 
the earth was overwheUned by a flood of 
waters, those who entered the ark rode in 
safety over the destroying element. So, 
also, are those who enter into the new 
covenant by baptism, raised above the de- 
struction which the great water floods of 
iniquity have brought upon the universal 
world. The person baptized stands before 
his Maker under new circumstances, in a 
new condition. The guilt of in-born sin, 
the liability to punishment as a descendant 
of sinful Adam, have been laid upon Christ 
Jesus : he has borne them in our stead, and 
we are free. For the merits of his well- 
beloved son, God looks upon us with love, 
unshackled by the demands of justice. 
We are children of grace. So sure and 
complete is this etfect of baptism, that if 
one die, after having received it, without 
the commission of any actual offence, we 
without doubt believe that he goes to ever- 
lasting happiness. But its effects do not 
end here : it is the distinct doctrine of our 
church, that, at the time of its being duly 
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sent unto us our profession ; which is, to 
follow the example of our Saviour Christ, 
and to be made like unto him ; that as he 
died and rose again, sq should we, who are 
baptized, die from sin, and live again unto 
righteousness; continually mortifying all 
our corrupt affections, and daily proceeding 
in all virtue and godliness of living." * 

To those who have hitherto nursed the 
unthinking hope which weakens all Chris- 
tian exertion — the hope that the wings of 
God's mercy will shelter them, simply be- 
cause they are Christ's in name and by 
baptism, and have forfeited this claim by 
no scandalous offences — ^to such this warn- 
ing should be often and solemnly repeated 
— fear, tremble, least having been called 
by Christ you should not " enter into his 
rest." Remember that his kingdom is not 
merely forgiveness of sins after death, or 
everlasting peace ; but grace and truth and 
righteousness : it begins in your soul as 
soon as you become, in spirit and in truth, 
a follower of Jesus, and if it do not really 
begin there in this life, in the next it is 

1 Office for the Pablic Baptism of Infants. , 
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lost for ever. If then you have hitherto 
neglected the grace of God given you at 
your baptism, the promise of his Holy 
Spirit to strengthen, instruct, and sanctify 
your soul ; if, in contradiction to your own 
solemn agreement and profession, you have 
not been crucified to the world, but have 
loved and copied it ; if you have forgotten 
that he who called you, called you to be 
saints ; if you have been lukewarm, indif- 
ferent to righteousness, careless of holiness 
— ^the covenant which you have made with 
Grod in baptism, so far from furthering your 
hopes of heaven, will prove a double con- 
demnation. ** Be zealous therefore and 
repent !" Study henceforth, by God's gra- 
cious assistance, to live strictly according 
to your profession, and you have the better, 
more scriptural assurance, that, as his be- 
loved^ children, he will help you forward in 
the race you have to run, and at the end 
will place upon your heads ** the crown 
of righteousness." 
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SERMON VI. 



NECESSITY OF A SPIRITUAL CHANGE. 



St. John, iii. 6. 
That which is bom of the spirit, is spirit,. 

The word of truth being giyeu from hea^v^n 
to promote our salvation, not to sajdsfy our 
ciuriosity, we shall find many things touched 
upon which we would gladly know mor^ 
fully, but cannot until we enter the dwell- 
ing place of " good men made perfect." 
An^ngst them, not the least interesting, 19 
the nature of heavenly happiness, and the 
employments which occupy through all 
eternity, the sanctified and the holy angels. 
If we are only about to visit a new and 
distant country, we feel a desire to learn 
as much as we can respecting it; much 
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more if a residence there has been pur- 
phased for us : while therefore we are pre- 
paring ourselves to take possession of that 
eternal abode which Christ has purchased 
for us with his blood, we cannot be without 
an anxious wish to learn beforehand^ and 
to become familiar with the habits and en- 
joyments of its inhabitants. 

Of heaven, the scriptusfs declare repea- 
tedly that its joys are unspeakable : '' eye 
hath not seen, the ear hath not heard, nei- 
ther hath entered into the heart of man" — 
the delight which shall for ever fill the souls 
of the chosen of the Lord. Every thing 
rich, every thing sweet, every thing glori- 
ous on earth, is used to represent to our 
minds the richness, the sweetness, the glory 
of Christ's kingdom; but the scriptures 
always avoid entering into a particular ex- 
planation of its nature. Our blessed Lord, 
however, and his apostles, occasionally tell 
us what we must not expect to find there ; 
and upon this, a little reflexion may build 
up a c(»rrect idea respecting its general cha- 
racter. They hint, satisfactorily enough, 
that none of the habits, none of the enjoy- 

e2 
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ments will be there in use, which relate . to 
or arise from the mortal body. Whatever 
actions occupy the time of angels, they 
must be such as the soul or spirit, separated 
from a fleshly body, can perform. What- 
ever delights they feel are such as depend 
in no degree whatever upon that body ; 
such as have no connexion with the appe- 
tites, senses, or Aielings of flesh and blood. 
Whatever intercourse and communication 
may be between them, they cannot arise 
from any relationship or connexion that 
was purely earthly. Father, son, brother, 
wife, and husband, may meet, and with joy 
recollect each other in that place where 
.** they neither marry nor are given in mar- 
riage ;" but will know each other as bre- 
thren in the Lord, as those who walked 
together in the fellowship of the gospel of 
Christ! With the ties of marriage, or of 
kindred, which belong only to this our 
earthly condition, they will have nothing 
to do ; a stronger, finer, holier bond will 
unite regained friends in the New Jerusa- 
lem, that of perfect love and mutual service 
to their Father which is in heaven. And 
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if our bodily senses and desires, together 
with those pleasures, habits, and employ- 
ments which spring therefrom, however 
innocent, are banished from heaven, it is 
needless to say that those which partake 
in the slightest degree of human corruption 
must be unheard of. What then may we 
suppose to occupy the eternity, and to form 
the happiness of angels fit-participation in 
the bliss which Jesus Christ had with his 
Father before the world was ; intimate 
communion with the Creator, whom they 
behold face to face ; the delightful exercise 
of praise and adoration — the fulness of 
affection amongst themselves — ^knowledge 
of heavenly mysteries, perhaps gradually 
extended ; and not improbably the pleasing 
care of watching over their yet mortal bre- 
thren, who are to be heirs of salvation. 

Will it be asked to what end I have 
made these observations, or what they have 
to do with the text ? — Every thing ! They 
tend to show that " flesh and blood cannot 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; neither 
doth corruption inherit incorruption." **We 
must all be changed." They prepare us 

E 3 




78 SERMONS FOR 

to receive our Saviour's remarkable and pos- 
itive assertion, ** Verily, verily I say unto 
you, except ye be bom again ye cannot see 
the kingdom of God." *' That which is bom 
of the flesh is flesh." At the first indeed 
it was not so : man was made in the image 
of his glorious Creator ; his body was al-* 
ways subject to his spirit, and he was spi- 
ritual. After hft' disobedience, the case 
was widely different : the image of Qod is 
blotted out from the soul of the natural 
man ; his body lusts continually after evil 
things ; his spirit delights no longer in 
that which is good and pure and heavenly, 
but partakes partly of the nature of that 
evil one by whom it was first corrupted, 
partly of the gross desires of the body in 
which it dwells : it is ** earthly, sensual, 
devilish." Lust, pride, malice, and cove- 
tousness now form its natural character. 
How, in this condition, can it "see the 
kiagdom of God?" Salvation, justification, 
forgiveness has been procured for him, and 
presented to him by Jesus Christ : true, it 
has been — ^but vain is the purchase, useless 
the offer, if man has neither the desire nor 
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the power to accept it. The blood of his 
Redeemer has doubtless obtained absolu- 
tion for his past iniquities ; he has taken 
away the ** hand- writing that was against 
us, nailing it to his cross." But that we 
may take to ourselves this mercy, it is ne- 
cessary that we should come to Jesus for 
it, and be willing to receive it in all points 
upon his own conditions ; that is, that we 
should prepare the way for him to pass 
into our hearts, by true repentance and an 
humble j9ense of sinfulness ; that we should 
desire to imitate him in lowliness, meek- 
ness, purity of heart, charity, and heavenly 
mindedness. This is to apprehend Christ, 
and this his blood, though shed willingly 
and unsparingly for our salvation, does not 
itself perform. How then may we attain 
to it ? When Christ the Lord, with his 
own hand, opens wide to us the gates of 
heaven, and we see its blissful peace, its 
delights, its glories ; must we be unable 
to enter — must we sit hopeless before it, 
bound fast and helplessly in the bonds of 
Satan and the flesh? That cannot be — 
"He who spared not his own Son, but 
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delivered him up for us all^ how shall he 
not with him also freely give us all things?" 
In ourselves, we have naturally not power 
80 much as to stretch out our hand for the 
least of the spiritual blessings so profusely 
poured out for our use ; we cannot, while 
in the flesh, in our natural unconverted 
state, enter into nor comprehend spiritual 
blessings. The worldly man, who enjoys 
acutely all sensual and earthly pleasures, is 
often found utterly at a loss to understand 
the delight which the real Christian takes 
in spiritual exercises, in prayer, in medi- 
tation upon God and a future life ; nay, * 
even in mortification and resistance to his 
bodily appetites and inclinations. **The 
natural man receiveth not the things of the 
spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto 
him; neither can he know them because 
they are spiritually discerned." For the 
same cause he cannot receive the gospel 
of salvation : Christ says, when he offers 
that his inestimable gift, " Come unto me 
all ye that are wearied and heavy laden, 
and I will refresh you." These are neces- 
sarily the first steps towards the kingdom 
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of heaven ; an earnest desire to be relieved, 
and the coming for this relief to Christ : 
but man in his corrupted state, man bom 
of the flesh, though defiled with sin is not 
humbled; though laden with infirmity is 
not wearied ; though compassed by the 
snares of Satan, is not afraid nor dis^ 
tressed; he loves his bondage, he glories 
in his shame ; why, then, should he come 
to Christ ? Why ** buy of him gold tried 
in the fire that he may be rich, and white 
raiment that he may be clothed, and that 
the shame of his nakedness do not appear?'' 
Why " anoint his eyes with eye-salve that 
he may see ? " He " knows not that he is 
wicked and miserable and poor and blind 
and naked." 

Man, therefore, being by nature thus 
incapable of laying hold of the grace of 
Giod which bringeth salvation, the redemp* 
tion which is in Christ Jesus, Christ must 
have died in vain, had not that grace com- 
prehended some other gift besides the for- 
giveness of sins through his blood. 

But the gospel of life was not thus im- 
perfectly and ineffectually devised: with 
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atonement, which reconciles Grod to man, 
and satisfaction, which, by the blood of 
the Lamb, washes out past transgressions^ 
is given the Holy Spirit of God, the third 
person of the blessed Trinity ; to give life 
to the soul which is dead in trespasses and 
sins, to create anew a strong feeling of 
wretchedness and want, to lead it to the 
cross of Christ, and when the Christian 
course has been entered upon, to purify 
from remaining corruption, to '^establish,, 
strengthen, settle" it. Behold in this the 
completion of goodness, the fulness of wig- 
dom! Bound fast in sin, banished from 
the love of his Creator, hovering in a world 
of wretchedness over an eternity of con- 
demnation, the light of heavenly truth ex- 
tinguished in his alienated mind, can any < 
thing be more lost than the condition of 
the son of Adam ? But, the sentence of 
banishment taken off, the curse removed, 
the love of Grod restored, condemnation 
blotted out by Christ's sacrifice of himself, 
the light of divine truth and the power 
of holiness again bestowed by the Holy 
liK^t. the comforter — ^what can be mor^ 
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happy than hU lot I Hearen in ail its 
brightness is laid open to his view, his 
feet are placed upon the path which leads 
directly thither, and a guide, may I not 
say a companion, attends upon his steps» 
immeasurably more powerful, more kind» 
than ministering angels — even God him* 
sel^ who will come and make his abode 
with him. Pause, and admire this won- 
derful, this heavenly change. If this is 
not to be bom again, the expression is 
unmeaning, for a greater difference could 
not possibly exist between Lazarus, a dead 
and putrifying corpse, and Lazarus recalled 
to life and glorifying his Saviour ; scarcely 
a greater between our entombed and our 
glorified bodies ; than between fleshly un- 
regenerated man, and man quickened, re-» 
newed, sanctified, by the in-dwelling spirit 
of the Lord. " That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is bom of the 
spirit is spirit.^ 

I need scarcely here exhort those who 
have heard me thus far to make the better 
choice between these different conditions r 
your own wishes at least, if not your fixed 
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resolutions, must have turned towards the 
more excellent way. Neither can it be 
necessary to recommend a careful search* 
ing of your own spirits; nor the continuing 
constant in prayer ; nor the faithful atten* 
dance upon all Christian worship. You 
must be fully aware that thus only can 
you expect so great a change to be wrought 
in you. I will rather warn you against 
two mistakes which are not unfrequently 
made; both perhaps equally dishonourable 
to the gospel, and dangerous to the souls 
of men. 

Do not, on the one hand, sit down in* 
active, in the expectation that the Holy 
Spirit will descend upon you and renew 
your hearts, without exertion on your own 
part, in a manner to be immediately felt 
and recognized: "The wind bloweth where 
it listeth ; ye hear the sound thereof, but 
cannot tell whence it cometh nor whither 
it goeth ; so is every one that is bom of 
the spirit." Its effects upon man's heart, 
in the ordinary course of divine providence^ 
are gradual and silent ; better and more 
truly discovered by improved subjection to 
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the whole will of Grod» than by any inward 
feeling. Of this too be assured, that at 
the period of baptism, every Christian re- 
ceives the Holy Ghost ; at that time he is 
bom again of water and of the spirit, inso- 
much as the spirit is given by promise for 
each person in future to profit withal. It 
may, by after negligence, or sinful oppo- 
sition, be more or less quenched ; but it 
has been given, and until finally taken 
away, as a judgment upon hardened im- 
penitence, it is there, upon the repentance 
of the sinner, to burn brighter and higher 
in proportion to the means which he takes 
to cherish it. 

On the other hand, beware of supposing 
that, because at baptism, you were born 
again unto righteousness, you have safely 
gained that blessed conditioa which I have 
mentioned. The spirit was given you to 
profit withal: have you profited ? Examine 
well your own hearts : which have there 
the chief power, covetousness, lust, pride, 
anger, spiritual indolence ; or love, holi- 
ness to the Lord, meekness, gentleness. 
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and hungering after righteousness ? If these 
latter "be in you and abound," they testify 
the presence of Christ's spirit. But if you 
are satisfied with the advance already made 
in them, it is certain evidence that you are 
yet camaL Strive, therefore, to ''make 
your calling and election sure," 
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SERMON VII. 



NO JUSTIFICATION BUT BY CHRIST. 



Romans, iv. 5. 

To him that warketh not but believeth in him 
that jtistifieth the ungodly y his faith is 
counted to him for righteousness. 

r When the spirit of the Father has drawn 
I a man to the goispel of his Son Jesus, has 
i renewed his heart, and, making his abode 
I there, has gradually purified it from carnal 
corruptions, he does not at any time so 
completely purge away infirmity and un- 

r 

i holiness as to render the Christian fit, bj 
j his own innocence and worthiness, to sit 
^ down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in 
r the kingdom of heaven. The scriptures 
teach — ^the faithfiil Christian knows by ex- 
perience, and confesses without reluctance 
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that he has by no means done all that is 
commanded ; and that if he had he would 
be but *' an unprofitable servant." Happy 
the disciple who falls but ** seven times a 
day ! " But though he offended less fre- 
quently, whence comes it that he at all 
offends ? — from the power of sin yet lin- 
gering even in the sanctified chambers of 
his heart ; yet belonging to his nature, 
and, though kept under by grace, ready at 
any unwatchful hour to recover its dark 
dominion over his soul. When the disciple 
of Jesus Christ, feelingly sensible of this 
fact, looks forward, from the bed of death, 
to the unseen world from which but a few 
gasps of breath detains him, his whole soul 
is filled^ even to trembling, with an over- 
powering conviction of his awful holiness^ 
his unchangeable justice, who fills the hea- 
ven of heavens with the majesty of his 
presence • From this prospect he naturally 
turns his thoughts inward upon his own 
condition : how is he prepared — what fit- 
ness discovers he in himself to meet face 
to face that most Holy One, ** who is too 
pure to behold iniquity?" He is fully 




SUNDAY EVENINGS. 89 

aware, for already he has had manifold 
reasons to confess, that '* the Lord is living 
unto every man/' and that '' his mercy is 
over all his works" — but he is too well 
instructed in the book of life to suffer this 
to lay to sleep his just apprehensions. ''In 
judgment, Grod remembers mercy /' a bless- 
ed truth, which is the very anchor of our 
souls ! But if misunderstood, its blessed- 
ness becomes destruction ; for in mercy, 
God cannot forget judgment ; cannot but 
render to his own justice its utmost due. 
Whither then shall the expiring Christian, 
knowing himself a sinner, turn for comfort ? 
What amount of his good actions, obedi- 
ence, and personal righteousness, will sa- 
tisfy the demands which justice makes 
upon sinners, and make up the purchase- 
money of his salvation ? He cannot look 
to the law, for ** if there had been a law 
which could have given life, verily righte- 
ousness should have come by the law ;" 
nor to the sincerity of his endeavours to 
please God, for his will has been disobedient 
as often as his works have been evil ; and 
Christ having died to atone for our sins, and 
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to obtain indulgence for our infirmities, to 
expect justification on the plea of our sixk" 
cerity would be to dismiss the Redeemer 
from his gracious office, and to declare that 
we need no Saviour. 

The true disciple, who has indeed learned 
Christ, has with the humblest sense of ini- 
quity, under the most awful apprehensions 
of divine justice and holiness, a far better 
support than these vain devices of men : 
his house is built upon a rock : he thinks 
not to turn aside from the well-spring of 
life, to seek refreshment from such ** broken 
cisterns that will hold no water." If he 
sums up the actions of his past life, it is 
not to collect an offering that may pacify 
his judge ; but, to deepen his humiliation, 
and to add strength to his confession of 
unworthiness. For his hope, for his sup- 
port under the approaching shadows of 
death, his eyes take a direction totally op- 
posite : they fix upon the cross, the bloody 
cross which bore " the despised and re- 
jected of men — the man of sorrows." In 
the distorted features, in the despairing 
lamentations, in the last loud cry of his 
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crucified God, he reads that the Father is 
tewtf pieased; for in them satisfaction was 
made and accepted for the sins of believers ; 
and he does believe in Christ for forgiveness 
and for righteousness. 

To this reliance he is directly led and 
encouraged by scripture ; by that passage 
particularly which I have placed at the 
head of this sermon : ''To him that work- 
eth not but believeth in him that justifieth 
the ungodly, his faith is counted unto him 
for ri^teousness." 

In a matter which in importance exceeds 
every other, it is especially desirable that 
our notions should be precisely correct and 
scriptural; let us therefore bestow a full 
examination upon the separate divisions of 
this remarkable sentence. 

" To him that worketh not " is the pro- 
mise made. I can scarcely conceive any 
reader of the Bible so ignorant of its spirit 
as to understand by these words that good 
works are not necessary to salvation : yet 
as it may be barely possible, let it be 
at once and shortly stated that, all the 
scriptures, the Old Testament and the 
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/ 



New, the prophets and the apostles, agree 
. in declaring the absolute necessity of good_ 
) works or righteousness of life. At the 
time however of writing the text, St^ Paul 
was not speaking of that necessity, he took 
it for granted, and was pursuing another 
object; which was, to prove that, while 
without a righteous life all expectation of 
heaven must be vain, that righteousness 
does not nor can procure for us God's par- 
doning mercy, which is salvation. 

When the apostle therefore pronounces 
a blessing upon ** him that worketh not," 
the general drift of his language and the 
nature of his subject, as well as the uni- 
versal agreement of the other sacred wri- 
ters, show that he means him who places 
no reliance upon his own works. ** He 
that worketh " is, therefore, to use a dif- 
ferent expression of the same writer, ** he 
that goeth about to establish his own righ- 
teousness." By turning to the Greek, in 
which language the sacred Epistles were 
written by the Lord's apostles, we obtain 
the exact meaning of the latter sentence. 
In our English Testament, the word ** es- 
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tablish " is frequently met with, but it 
cannot be always understood in the same 
sense, without introducing much confusion 
and error. For example : in Romans xvi. 
25 — " To him that is of power to establish 
you," &c. Rom. i. 1 1 — *' That I may give 
you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may 
be established.'' In these and other similar 
instances, St. Paul speaks of the disciples 
being strengthened in faith and righteous- 
ness ; accordingly we find that the Greek 
word which, in our English Bibles, is 
translated establish^ signifies accurately, to 
strengthen or make firm. Whereas, in Rom. 
iii. 31 — ** Do we then make void the law 
through faith, yea, we establish the law." 
In 2 Cor. xiii. 1 — ** In the mouth of two 
or three witnesses every word shall be es- 
tablished.'' And in the passage in question, 
Rom. X. 3 — ** to establish their own right- 
eousness" — though in English the same 
word is used as in the passages quoted 
above, yet in the original scriptures it is 
one of a signification considerably differ- 
ent ; having the force of raising a thing to 
importance or superiority, or of making it 
^tand good. 
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; In the one sense, we may and ougl 

establish our own righteousness ; tha 

to confirm and strengthen ourselves in 

bits of holiness and obedience : in 

other, we may not ; that is, we may 

raise our righteousness to such imports 

as to suppose it the cause of our salvati 

We too commonly hear persons, w 

speaking in sickness of their hope in heai 

professing a confidence of salvation u 

the ground that they have lived in ob 

ence to certain moral commandments ; 1 

they have been just, for instance, in tl 

dealings, temperate in their habits, in t] 

conversation with the world peaceable i 

inoffensive ; and lamentable indeed it h 

witness so many aged Christians living \ 

dying without the knowledge of Chris 

without a Saviour. Not maliciously, 

in the thick darkness of their ignoran 

they imitate the wretched Jews in reject 

the Redeemer of the world. For this, 

effect, they do, who, on any other groun 

seek to be justified. Either for our o^ 

merits or for those of his Son, God ** is w 

pleased, and accepts us as righteous." 

for Christ's, let us^^jigspecting our oy{ 
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take up the words of Job, — '' Behold I am 
vile : what shall I answer thee ? I will lay 
my hand upon my mouth/' 

If we inclme to expect salvation as the 
consequence of our own righteousness — it 
will be well to see to what hopeless impos- 
sibilities such a doctrine would lead us. 
Righteousness is obedience to the declared 
will of Grod, or to the law, in that wide 
sense in which the scriptures sometimes 
use the word. Now it is certain that if we 
do obey the law, we shall thereby be saved, 
for ** the man that doeth them, shall live 
in them;" but equally certain is it that, 
'' he who offendeth against one point is 
guilty of all" — he whose obedience to the 
law &lls short in but one instance, and that 
the smallest, is subject to the fearful con- 
ditions of that dispensation ; as many as are 
under the works of the law are under the 
curse ; for it is written, " cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which 
are written in the book of the law and do 
them."' — ^Where shall the man be found 
who could live or die under such a covenant 
as this ? It is idle to say that our works 

• Galatians, iii. 10. 
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. j 

obtain the favour of God, while the dean 
of Christ procures paMoa for our offen^^; 
this notion, while it strives to rob our bleiw' 
ed Lord of half the glory of our justificatiaitf 
will be found to contradict all the teachiaff 
of scripture concerning the nature of tlM3 
most high God, and the plan of man's rep- 
demption. In the first place, God, who i%r 
all goodness and loving kindness, "desiref- 
not the death of a sinner, but rather that 
he should turn from his wickedness and jj 
live." We would offer our good works as a ' 
price to purchase his favour; but he id ^ 
already willing that all should come to be 
saved : that which makes the blood of 
Christ necessary is — his perfect justice > 
which, if sinners were received into heaven . 
without any satisfaction made to his broken 
laws, would be injured and set aside. That\ 
satisfaction and atonement having been/ 
made when Christ " took away the hand-| 
writing that was against us, nailing it to\ 
the cross" — there remains no hindrance tc/ 
God's love ; which he shews, without re-j 
spect of persons, to all who will indeed 
accept Christ for justification and salva- 
tion. 
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And here is, here always was, the stiini- 
Uing block; we cannot so humble our- 
selves before God, as to accept his mercy 
and Christ's merits as the only and entire 
cause of our salvation. We must nec^ds"^^ 
merit or purchase salvation by some poor 
valueless works of our own. The wisdom 
of the Greek, the self-torture of the hea- 
then and Romanist, the circumcision of 
the Jew — all rest upon the same barren 
rock of spiritual pride. Let us, as we 
have not so learned Christ, *'put away this 
stumbling block from before our face:" let 
us not think of ourselves as those who 
need not a physician; but desire to have 
our hearts deeply convinced that we are 
of "the ungodly ;" that, under the purest 
teaching, under the most heavenly exam- 
ples, under the most precious and soul- 
awakening promises, under the fullest as- 
sistance of the promised Comforter, w^e 
have altogether fallen short of the glory 
of God. "Our righteousness is as filthy' 
rags, " which can never purchase *' the 
pearl of great price." ^ 



98 SERMONS FOR 

What could the Israelite offer, when he 
lay upon the earth tormented, swollen, 
and benumbed by the deadly bite of the 
serpent ? Unable even to come and show 
his wounds, he did but cast his eyes upon 
the snake of brass, and he was healed. 
Forget not then that like '< as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not pe* 
rish but have everlasting life/'* This is 
he who healeth the sick : this is he who 
" justifieth the ungodly." Make him your 
own ; learn by an humble, self-abandoning, 
scriptural faith, to be found in him: to 
apprehend him ; and you will think of \ 
your own righteousness as it deserves : you ' 
will regard it as the fruit and working of 
his Spirit dwelling in believers ; but as it 
works in earthen vessels, you will acknow* 
ledge it to be imperfect and mixed with 
sin; needing mercy more than it c an merit 
favour. On your death-bed, therefore, or 
in other serious moments, you will banish . 

* John, iii. 14. 
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it from your thoughts, or class it with your 
infirmities, and desire to be '' clothed with 
the righteousness of Christ/' ^' that the 
shame of your nakedness do not appear/' 

And this, if you have made a good prac- 
tical use of the text, shall indeed be your 
wedding garment; for, "To him that work- 
eth not, but believeth in him that justifieth\ 
the ungodly, his faith shall be counted \ 
unto him for righteousness/' ^ 
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SERMON VIII. 



THE CHRISTIAN COVENANT. 



Hebrews, x. 16. 

This is the covenant that I will make with 
them after those daySy saith the Lord ; I 
will put my laws into their hearts, and in 
their minds will I write them, and their 
sins and their iniquities will I retnember 
no more. 

'' Enter not into judgment with thy ser- 
vant, O Lord, for in thy sight shall no man 
living be justified." This is the true spirit 
of Christian prayer. It is the pass-word 
at the gate of our heavenly city : for it con- 
tains not only the evidence of a contrite 
spirit, itself of so great price in the eye of 
the Lord, but also, entire trust in him. 
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whose bipod alone can wash out the sen- 
tence which Judgment writes against us. 
That man indeed is a stranger to the reli- 
gion of Jesus Christ who is not convinced 
of the utter fruitlessness of every attempt 
to save himself by his own righteousness. 
In his spiritual ignorance, such an one may 
flatter himself that his merits deserve re- 
ward ; but the true Christian, whose light ) 
shines far brighter before men, sees his"^ 
own case very differently. He does not 
learn the way of salvation by consulting his 
proud and deceitful heart ; but by listening 
to Christ, " Jthe word of God ;" and Christ 
teaches that '' whoso humbleth himself 
shall be exalted . " Instead of imitating the 
many who read the scriptures by the false 
fire of their own carnal imaginations, he 
takes the pure light of truth into the secret 
chambers of his soul, and makes a full 
discovery of its corruption and weakness. 
He knows that " in himself dwelleth no 
good thing;" he knows that the holiest, 
best thing that he can perform, if consi- 
dered as the purchase of salvation, is unpro- 
£table; and so far from presuming upon 

f3 
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his good works, as if they could give 1 
a right to heaven, he humbly hopes \ 
the sinfulness with which they are mi 
up may be overlooked, for the meriti 
Christ, his Saviour. He knows that wl 
in the eye of man, he is building u] 
Christian character honourable and com 
the hours which he believes most acc< 
able to God are overbalanced by daye 
negligence and offending. While 
standers believe that be is reaching 
goal in the race that is set before him, 
knows too surely that his prt^ess, h 
that he must look for salvation, is the f 
gress of one climbing a hill of ice, when 
almost every step forward is followed 
many that slide backward. And this km 
ledge is the ground of all the comfort wh 
the gospel affords him ; for without it 
would never have hearkened to his 1 
deemer's sweet invitation, " Come unto 
all ye that are weary and heavy laden s 
I will refresh you." 

^ It often happens that the best of men 

-~ suffered to fall into iniquities which ren^ 

them a shame to themselves, a sorrow 
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Christian brethren, and a scoff to fools. 
f' Nay, what is more remarkable, the men 
N whom scripture holds up to us as the ob- 
I jects of God's especial regard, and the 
\ noblest examples of holy living, have each, 
' once at least, committed a deadly sin in 
/ their course of righteousness ; and that sin 
*^^ the very^last, which from their respective 
characters, we could have supposed pos* 
sible. David, the sweet singer of Israel, 
whose harp sounded continually to songs 
of holy profession, who declared that for its 
pureness he loved the commandment of 
God, making all the day long his study in 
it — David was obliged to humble himself 
before the prophet of the Lord as an aduK 
terer and a murderer. Abraham, the father 
of the faithful, twice gave up his trust in 
God, and sought safety in a lie. Moses, 
whose peculiar character was meekness, 
" was angered at the waters of strife, so 
that be spake unadvisedly with his lips.'' 
St. John, the beloved disciple, of whose 
) preaching the chief and almost the only 
; subject was love, would have called down 
1 fire from heaven upon those who rejected 
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his counsel. And St. Peters who was al-^ 
most provoked by his master's question, y 
*'lovest thou me more than these?" forsook > 
him in his hour of trial, and denied him with \ 
a curse. These have all entered into their 
rest ; they have left their obedience for our 
example, their falls for our waSg." that 
we be not high-minded but fear." We have 
all the means of grace which they possessed, 
have we better claims than they to be saved 
" by works of righteousness which we have 
done ?" Is it not wiser to build a wall of 

m 

sand against the flowing sea, than to seek 
salvation as a debt due to our obedience ; 
when saints like these, in a moment of 
temptation, have fallen from their high 
calling to a level with the ungodliest of 
those who forget God ? This clinging to * 
the law of works, this self-righteous bar- 
gaining for heaven, is what the prophet 
termed " broken cisterns that will hold no 
water;"* and certainly they will be mise- 
rably deceived who expect from thence 
either life or refreshment. While the pride 
of life, the vigour of health, the distraction 

* Jeremiah, ii. 1ft. 
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of business or pleasure, the flush of animal 
enjoyment, hide from us, or suffer us to 
perceive but indistinctly " the things which 
are not seen ;" and heaven, judgment, God, 
are matters of careless belief, or unproduc- 
tive doctrine, rather than close, mighty, 
overpowering realities — ^while, in a word, 
we walk by sight and not by faith — our 
judgment of our own state is made by com- 
parison with others, and by the standard of 
worldly estimation. Here, while trans- 
gressions purely or principally against God 
are counted as nothing, compared with 
offences against the laws and engagements 
of human society, offences against which 
self-interest is sufficient to secure us, no- 
thing is more easy than to over-rate our 
goodness, and lightly to regard our failings. 
Natural pride, the confidence of high spi- 
rits, and the deceitfulness of our narrow 
views, necessarily give birth to this error. 
, But change the scene ; as to almost every 
man it does once change even upon earth ; 
place the deluded person upon a bed of 
sickness, probably to death ; let the vigo- 
* rous capacity of enjoyment sink to nervous 
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infirmity and sadness ; let a faithful minis- 
ter of the word draw aside the curtain 
which hid from him the unseen realities of 
eternity — now he indeed wants all the sup- 
port which his virtues can supply : now 
then let him number and weigh them. 
Not to mention eternal joy, precious would 
they be, could they secure a longer exis- 
tence in this present life. But where — 
what are they ? They vanish *' even as 
a dream when one awaketh. " On the 
other hand, his transgressions against Qod, 
that Grod whom he sees, feels, above him, 
near him, round him — ^these once slighted 
transgressions, the closer he approaches 
his last mysterious change, rise up darker 
and more numerous before his conscience ; 
until, like a thick cloud, they shut out 
every ray of comfort, and cast upon his 
soul the shadows of despair. 

Verily '*by the deeds of the law shall no 
flesh be justified." ** Nay, further : "those 
who are under the law are under a curse " 
— the curse of God unreconciled. " The 
commandment which was ordained unto 

^ Romans, iii. 20. 
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life " we hare found, all men must ftnd 
"to be unto death;" for man is too far 
sunk, too deeply engrained in sin, to live 
by keeping it. Therefore, our Judge all 
merciful, full of compassion and goodness 
and truth — knowing whereof we are made, 
remembering that we are but dust — has 
granted unto us a New CavepuiM; a new and 
spiritual covenant, in all things opposite to 
''the letter which killeth :" for boasting 
substituting lowliness of heart, comfortable 
assurance for perplexing fear, forgiveness 
for condemnation. This is the. Gospel of 
Repentamce. Its character is shortly, but 
with distinctness, given in the text — ''This 
is the covenant which I will make with 
them after those days, saith the Lord ; I 
will put my laws into their hearts, and in 
their minds will I write them, and their 
sins and their iniquities will I remember 
no more." The salvation of man demanded 
two things, which man could not compass ; 
freedom from the just consequences of sin, 

^ and a fitness to become an inhabitant of 

".I 

V heaven. The gospel includes both. The 
text explains how both are furnished ; but. 
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as it is done in very few words, an expla- 
nation more full and particular may be not 
unuseful. 

First, then, let us discuss the gift of 
freedom from the just consequences of sin. 

It is the acknowledged duty of the crea- 
ture to yield obedience to the whole will 
of his Creator. Every breach and failure 
in this obedience is sin ; and against sin 
the Almighty has declared his enmity and 
indignntion. Moreover, the divine enmity 
against sin is not taken up and laid down 
at the mere pleasure of our Governor; it 
proceeds, of necessity, from the separate 
natures of God and of sin : nor while sin ex- 
ists, and God remains that which he must 
ever be, can it be otherwise. God there- 
fore must necessarily visit sin in general 
and each particular offence with punish- 
ment. Hence, no amount of good works, 
supposing them capable of enduring the se- 
vere scrutiny of God's judgment, can make 
amends for one transgression. ** When you 
have done all that is commanded you, say 
we are unprofitable servants, we have done 
that which it was our duty to do." *" Had 

? Luke, xvii. 19. 
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we performed strictly our duties in every 
case except one, all except one might es- 
cape condemnation ; but, the condetmiation 
of that one is — death eternal. But, as sin 
consists not so much in the outward bodily 
act, as in the intention of the mind and 
the disposition of the heart ; and as that 
disposition, to please ourselves rather than 
him who made us, is manifested as com- 
pletely by breaking one of his laws, as by 
offending against all ; therefore, " he who 
offends in one point is guilty of all." Thus 
it is that man, having once fallen from 
innocence, and admitted the leaven of sin 
into his nature, can no longer look for sal- 
vation upon the terms of obedience. Thus 
his best works have lost the power of jus- 
tifying. Thus are all mankind concluded 
under sin ; and, if saved, can be saved by 
grace alone. 

Again, supposing that man had the power 
in himself to repent of his offences as fast 
as he committed them, which power he has 
not in his natural state ; and that this re- 
pentance made him a fitting object of God's 
favour; still would salvation be impossible. 
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He has offended ; and if God, moved by 
his repentance, should free him from the 
punishment due to sin, sin escapes unpu- 
nished, and the divine justice shows that it 
may be transgressed without vengeance ; 
that it may be reconciled to sin ; which, as 
we have seen, is, from the nature of things, . 
an impossibility. 

From this state of utter hopelessness, 
into which, to magnify his own glory and 
goodness by some hidden counsel, he has 
permitted man to fall, the Lord alone could 
redeem — the Lord alone has redeemed his 
people. " He saw that ther^ was no man, 
and wondered that there was no intercessor, 
therefore his own arm brought salvation, 
and his own righteousness it sustained 
him." God, the offended but compas- 
sionate judge, in Christ, the mediator of a 
better covenant, came into the world and 
bore himself the vengeance demanded by 
eternal justice. " God was in Christ re- 
conciling the world unto himself."** The'^ 
agony in the garden of Gethsemane, and ^ 
the pangs of the cross, sadly but surely told i 

d 2 Corinthians, ▼. 19. 
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that a victim was offered to satisfy the 
claims of justice. This done, the sinner no 
loiter jrepents in vain. This satisfaction 
received, the stone is rolled away from the 
deef fountain of our Father's love : all may 
freely drink thereat^ and never thirst. By 

the blood of Christ '' we are justified from ^ 

.. . . . — .. . ■ \ 

all things from which we could not be jus* ; 
tifled by the law." To give up that broken ' 
reed, dependance upon our own merits ; to 
believe in Christ, and to enter ourselves 
on the list of his true disciples, are the 
easy conditions upon which salvation is 
offered by the new covenant. Of all who ^ 
will be brethren of Jesus Christ, thus has 
the Father spoken — this is the pledge 
which he has made : *' their sins and their 
iniquities will I remember no more." 

The law, however, though it cannot save, 
is yet to be obeyed. It is that which God 
requires of all his creatures. He loves that 
only which is holy and good, for he is 
goodness. And his law or commandment, 
which is but a shadow of his image, is 
revealed to us that we may know him, 
that we may learn the ruin which sin has 
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Iwrought within us, and may copy him. 
Sin, the opposite and enemy to goodness, 
is permitted for a season to live, work, and 
in some measure, reign among the works 
of his hand : but when time and the world 
are no more — ^when " God is all in all " — 
sin and sinners will be confined to hell, 
under chains and thick darkness ; and those 
creatures only who love the law will be 
free and happy in his glorious presence. 
The happiness also which is eternally en- 
joyed in that presence, and which we usu- 
ally mean when we speak of heaven, as it 
flows directly from God, can only be a 
holy happiness : enjoyments partaking in 
the slightest degree of sin would destroy 
it, as foul air and unwholesome vapours ex- 
tinguish flame. Now let it be remembered 
that by nature we are carnal, incapable 
of tasting pure and heavenly enjoyments, 
and though we suppose an impossible case, 
namely, that the fear of hell or self-interest 
could enable us to obey the divine com- 
mandments while we live on earth ; neither 
fear nor interest can change the heart, or^ 
create a new nature. When, therefore, we 
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came to die, for us there would be no hea* 
ven. Furthermore, it is written that Christ 
came "to destroy the works of the devil:"' 
thejwork of the devil is sin, which, if it ex- 
ists any where l)ut in the fiery prison of hell, 
is not destroyed. He " came not to destroy 
the law, but to fulfil it:"' but the law is not 
fulfilled whilst a shadow of sin is allowed 
to stand in opposition. These consider- 
ations give birth to the second question 
proposed — how may sinful men be made 
fitting inhabitants of heaven ? How may 
their evil nature be so changed as that they 
may relish the joys of heaven, be beloved 
by the fountain of all goodness, and from 
the heart love his commandments? By 
the grace of God's Holy Spirit. We ** must 
he born again." To all who turn to Christ, 
and unfeignedly resign themselves to him, 
the Comforter is given. If carefully guarded 
by watchfulness and prayer, the new spirit 
now dwelling in the Christian's heart, 
" according to the mighty working whereby 
he is able to subdue all things to himself," 
treads under foot the carnal spirit of the 

« 1 John, iii. 8. ' Matthew, v. 17. 
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" old man, seizes the reins, and directs lus 
conduct through ** the narrow way that 
leadeth unto life " The actions, nay the 
inclinations of believers become heavenly, 
for the spint that produces them is of hea^ 
ven : in a word, God, according to his pro**; 
mise, '' has put his laws into their hearts, 
and in their minds has he written them/' 

V 

Henceforward their service is a labour of 
love. Their sanctification is gradual ; during 
its progress they may struggle much with 
the in-dwelling power of sin ; they may 
often be vanquished — " the just man falleth 
seven times a day ;"* but, while the spirit 
of Christ abides within them, they hold fast 
on him who is " the anchor of their souls, 
sure, and steadfast." They have failings ; 
they have sins ; but, while the law of God 
continues written on their minds, they can- 
not love and choose iniquity. They " know 
in whom they have believed, " their sins 
therefore may create humility, but they 
will not produce despair. They do not 
^take salvation upon their own righteous^ 
*ness, therefore they fall and rise again ; 

f ProTerbs, xxiv. 10. 
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continually mortifying their comipt affec- 
tions, and daily proceeding in all virtue 
and godliness of living." ** Sorrowful yet^ 
rejoicing : " *' confident that he who hath 
begun a good work in them will perform 
it unto the day of Jesus Christ/' 

This I repeat is the new covenant, the 
gospd of repentance. These are the terms 
of salvation. If any have different views, 
let them search the scriptures — they will 
testify of these truths. Do your judgments 
allow their force ? Open then your hearts 
to receive them wholly. Away with self- 
dependance ! Away with pride ! Listen 
to the Prince of Peace — to Jesus, who calls 
in mercy — ^who will call, till the tone of 
entreaty changes to the voice of judgment, 
" Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters ; come ye, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price ! "•* Be- 
lieve in Christ Jesus : trust in him entirely, 
as your rock of defence, your only Saviour, 
** and you shall find rest unto your souls ;" 
such rest as no confidence in your own 
works can lastingly supply. But, while 

b Isaiah, Iv. 1. 
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your eyes fix thus upon the cross, think 
always that they behold this sentence in- 
scribed upon it — written even in the blood 
of the lamb — " would you that your sinsN 
and your iniquities be remembered no ^ 
more? Have then the laws of God put into \ 
your heart, and written on your mind." 
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SERMON IX. 



THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 



COLOSSIANS, i. 18. 

And he is the head of the body — the church . 

l^iTH the condition and manners of all 
nations, who were not utter barbarians, at 
the time of our Saviour's first coming, we 
are made sufficiently acquainted by ancient 
writings of various descriptions. The pic- 
ture which they present to us is indeed 
dark and melancholy, bearing the fullest 
testimony to the truth of the scriptures, 
which state that " the imagination of man's 
heart is evil from his youth." • " They are 
all gone aside, they are altogether become 
filthy, there is none that doeth good, no, 
not one." ^ The knowledge of the true God 

* Genesis, vi. 5. ^ Psalm xiv. 3. 
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had almost vanished from the earth ; for 
though the Jewish nation had been chosen 
for the express purpose of preserving it, 
though in their hands were placed the 
sacred books of the Old Testament, yet as 
even their teachers and rulers bowed the 
knee to Mammon, took away the key of 
knowledge, and made the word of God of 
none effect through their traditions ; can 
we wonder that the people, trusting blindly 
to the ceremonies of the law, knew little of 
the will of the Most High, and loved not 
the little that they knew ? " Saying to 
the seers, see not; and to the prophets, 
prophecy not unto us right things, speak 
unto us smooth things, prophecy deceits ; 
get you out of the way, turn aside out of 
the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to 
cease from before us !'"' Far less need we 
feel surprise that Gentiles, who " knew not 
God," should have been given up to the 
worship of devils, and to work all unclean* 
ness with greediness. Among the Jews, 
it is true, some few, as Nathaniel, Anna, 
and Simeon, continued faithful children of 

c Isaiah, xxx. 10. 
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fittthful Abraham ; among the Grentiles or 
heathen nations, a sprinkling yet smaller 
attended to the voice of conscience accu- 
sing or else excusing them, being a law 
unto themselves: still, of the world at 
large, the expressions of scripture, strong 
and deplorable though they be, were ac- 
curately true. The spirit by which the 
miUions of the earth were led, was a com- 
position of pride, self-seeking, and carnal- 
mindedness ; and the legions of iniquities 
which sprung incessantly from these roots, 
filled the transient dwelling place of man 
with violence, bloodshed, disease, and '. 
misery. 

Yet, of mankind being such, the Most 
High determined to form a society, which, 
united with the holy and happy angels, 
should be the fold of the good shepherd, 
the church of Christ, the body whereof he 
should be the Saviour and the head. This 
connection between Christ and his people 
is not slightly alluded to by scripture, but 
is laid down in positive terms as a matter 
of great importance . In the book of Psalms, 
and in the Prophets, it frequently occurs. 
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and more than once occupies the pen of St 
Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles. Writiug^- 
pf Jesus Christ to the Ephesians, he says, 
God " hath put all things under his feet/ 
and gave him to be the head over all things' 
to the church, which is his body, the fulness 
of him that fiUeth all in all." To the 
Colossians, likewise, he writes, *' and he is 
before all things, and by him all things 
consist ; and he is the head of the body, 
the church." In another passage, he ex- 
plains that the connexion between husband 
and wife is a representation or type of that 
between Christ and his church. "The 
husband is the head of the wife, even as 
Christ is the head of the church, and he is 
the Saviour of the body." *' Husbands 
love your wives, even as Christ also loved 
the church, and gave himself for it ; that 
he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of the word." And *' we are 
members of his body, of his flesh, and of 
his bones." Sometimes the members of 
Christ, or believers, are called the sheep 
of his fold ; " sometimes simply his, they 
that are Christ's." Yet, though the name 
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may differ, the connexion between them is 
the same/' Since, therefore, it is declared 
in language neither to be perverted nor 
denied, that only those who are Christ's 
shall escape condemnation at the last day, 
I build my present argument upon this un- 
questionable truth, that to be one of Christ s> 
church is to be saved, and not to be a mem- 
ber thereof is to perish everlastingly. The ' 
solemn question remains to be answered, 
who of the inhabitants of the world will at 
the last be found members of this '' glorious 
body ?" The divine determination, thus to^ 
unite man with the angels of heaven, was 
formed before the worlds were made ; but 
sin, working a deadly change in the human 
soul, raised up a bar against its fulfilment. 
This bar, therefore, when Jesus Christ 
came into the world on his errand of love, 
was to be effectually removed before man 
could have entrance into that heavenly and 
sinless company : for to suppose that God, 
who abhors iniquity, could be the head of 
a people at enmity with him in their hearts 
through sin, and unreconciled, is plainly 
contrary to common sense. How com- 

G 
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pletely, however, and how freely we are 
justified by grace, through faith in the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus^ ** the 
Lamb slain from the foiindation of the 
world;" how fully both have been made 
one, offended Grod and offending man; 
how entirely " he who is our peace " hai^ 
"broken down the middle wall of parti^ 
tion," having ''slain the enmity" by the^ 
cross ; how unchecked, finally, is our en — 
trance into heaven by the "new and living:' 
way," it is unnecessary on the present oc- 
casion to describe. Enough, as far as the^ 
pleasure and purpose of Grod is concerned, 
the fatal consequences of sin are done 
away ; and the soul of man, when released 
from the burthen of the flesh, may rise 
unchallenged to "the inheritance of the 
saints in light." What follows? That earth, 
the common tomb of all the earth-born, 
waits but for the last trumpet's sound, to 
send up all that have lived, and sinned, 
and died, to the mansions of the New Je- 
rusalem ? Bloody Cain with gentle Abel, 
ferocious Herod with the meek Mary, Dives 
Avith Lazarus, Ananias with Peter? Reason 
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fiorbids it! Scripture lifts up its awful voice 
against a confiision so unnatural ! ** The 
wicked shall be cast into hell, and all the 
people that £3rget God.*' ''The fearful, 
and the unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars shall 
have their portion in the lake that burneth 
with fire and brimstone, which is the se- 
cond death." ''Now the works of the flesh 
are manifest, which are these — adultery, 
fomication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, ha- 
^d, variance, wrath, strife, seditions, he- 
resies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like, of the which I 
tell you before, as I have also told you in 
time past, that they which do such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God. " 
All this, you say, is univ^saUy coj^essed 
by the evil as by the good ; by those who 
laboujr to inherit, as by those who "deis- 
jMse their birthright." There is, however, 
a further truth less evident, or rather less 
generally allowed, which yet must be re- 
ceived as in no degree less certain ; disre- 
gard to which has, it is probable, destroyed 

g2 
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more souls than the neglect of the former. 
To this I would now direct your attentiop. 
In one part of scripture we are informed 
that the object of Emmanuel's visit to his 
creatures, was, that " we might have life." 
or salvation : in another, that he came " to ; 
save his people from their sins ;" to " purify i 
to himself a peculiar people zealous of good ^ 
works." Again, we read that one great 
end of Christ's sacrifice was " srlory to God 
in the highest." Each of these purposes 
are in his gospel equally fulfilled ; say 
rather, that they are, in fact, one ; for 
such perfect agreement and harmony runs 
through the wonderful plan of redemption, 
that it is no more possible to separate its 
various designs than to disunite the three 
persons who together form the blessed 
Trinity. View it, however, from what point 
or in what light we will, the cleansing of 
man's soul from all unrighteousness, and 
the restoring to it the lost or disfigured 
image of God, is that, which in the gospel 
of life, inseparably accompanies our justi- 
fication by the blood of Christ. Thus are 
they united together in the preaching of St. 
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Peter, " repent and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out :" and you may read 
the truth of which I speak in the inference 
which necessarily follows ; that the blotting 
out, or forgiveness of sins, in one word, 
salvation, depends absolutely upon the true 
oonversion of our hearts to Christ: not 
merely upon our freedom from vices and 
crimes similar to those which we have just 
seen condemned to everlasting wrath, but 
upon an actual and thorough change from 
darkness to light, from the spirit pf a cor- 
rupted world to the spirit of the holy Jesus. 
A convictionof this truth may give us pain ; 
it may cause anxiety and alarm ; but our 
business is to search the scriptures, '' to 
see if these things are so :" if they be, we 
must shape our course accordingly. We 
will proceed with our examination. 

I observed before, that a spirit com- 
pounded of pride, self-seeking, and car- 
nal-mindedness,' was" the bitter root from 
whence sprang all the vices which, before 
Christianity appeared, rendered the world 
a scene of blood-guiltiness, lust, and misery. 
The same spirit now urges notorious sinners 
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to their appointed doom ; the same govenis 
the general conduct of those thousands 
upon thousands, who, neither guilty of gross 
and open rebellion against the gospel, nor 
heartily embracing its instructions, are at- 
tended to the grave with the respect, and 
often with the love of the society in which 
.they moved. 

From pride it comes that in their connec- 
tions with man, they are quickly and easily 
affronted ; hardly and unwillingly recon^* 
ciled till a full compensation has been made : 
reluctant to humble themselves, even when 
they have acted wrong ; and unfriendly, if 
not hostile to all who refuse to value them 
according to their estimate of themselves. 
To God-ward, the same spirit presents their 
entire and affectionate submission to all his 
will, or, if their consciences are convinced 
of sin, drives them to seek a saviour in 
** works of righteousness that they have 
done." Self-seeking banishes from their 
hearts that universal love and charity, 
which bids them act towards all men as 
indeed their brethren, and feel in the wel- 
fore of all a lively interest. But carnal* 
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nundedneas is of these kindred devils the 
most general and the most powerful. It is 
£pom hence that so many named Christians, 
for from fearing, or mourning for <« the sin 
that doth so easily beset them/' presenre 
their natural delight in the sinful indul- 
gences of the body, and if they do not 
occasionally ** wallow in the mire" of in* 
temperance or unchastity, love at least to 
linger round it, as moths hover round the 
flame. The light regard in which they 
holdy nay smile at these sins in others, their 
unholy and sometimes filthy conversation 
are blossoms, if not fruits, which plainly 
prove the tree to be corrupt. It is from 
hence that a trifling amusement, a little 
gain, can engage and occupy their souls^ 
while even the toils of this world are wel- 
come, if they will drive ofi* thoughts of their 
spiritual condition, or a sense of the ever* 
lasting presence of the Most High. It is 
from hence that secret prayer, examination 
of the heart, and truly religious conversa- 
tion, are weaji^ogie j%t^4 H^^lo'^^d ; that 
property injured, a plan disappointed, or 
even a damaged dress, gives more positive 
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trouble to the mind, than their covenant 
broken and the majesty of God offended. 
I know that in a degree, this dullness of 
spirit, this preference to the things that are 
seen, haunts even those who have been 
truly regenerate ; but the mark of carnal- 
mindedness, which distinguishes those of 
whom 1 now speak, is, that they do not 
fear nor lament that it should be so : on the 
contrary, they are satisfied and make no 
attempt at alteration. Such, with some 
variations, is the general character of thou- 
sands who obtain the approbation of the 
world. They are now summoned before i) 
higher judgment seat, the bar of gospel ( 
truth. How speak the scriptures ? 

Read them with carefulness, and you will 
perceive that on each of these points the 
lessons and the spirit of Christ, our head, 
are directly opposite to the maxims and 
habits of the world, the Christian world. 
Each of these evil spirits is separately 
accused, and the disciples are charged to 
root them from their bosoms. 

First, pride. " Blessed are the meek, 
fcwr they shall inherit the earth . " * ^ Blessed 
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^are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the king- 
V. dom of heaven." " I say unto you that ye 
resist not evil, but whosoever shall smite 
thee on thy right cheek turn to him the 
other also." To the application of this text 
some may object, that it could not be in- 
tended that we should observe it to the 
letter, because if violence and insult were 
thus submitted to or rather courted, the bad 
and violent would rule uncontrouled in the 
world, and society be overturned. This 
reasoning may, in a degree, be correct ; 
and in consequence, it may be the Chris- . 
tian's duty on certain occasions, to put the 
laws in execution against offenders ; but 
this may be done for the welfare of society, 
while at the same time the heart of the true 
believer may be disposed towards the of- 
fender with the most perfect meekness, 
charity, and forbearance. This objection, 
therefore, notwithstanding, the text must 
be understood to forbid without further 
exception, all starts of passion, every feel- 

• 

ing of private resentment, every instigation 
of revenge, every whisper of rancorous dis- 
likCij In the same spirit writes St. Paul : 
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blegaings for the scoffer's blasphemy and 
the blows of the oppressor, presents himself 
m example for the imitation of his people ! 
ff *' Take my yoke upon you and learn of 
] me, for I am meek and lowly of heart. ** 
Next observe how the weapons of the 
gospel are aimed against self-seeking and 
covetousness. '' Love ye your enemies \ 
and do good and lend, hoping for nothing \ 
again, and your reward shall be great, and 
ye shall be the children of the Highest." 
'' Charity envieth not ; doth not behave , 
itself unseemly ; seeketh not her own/' ^ 
'* Charge them that are rich in this world, 
that they be not high-minded, nor trust in 
uncertain riches ; but in the' living God 
who giveth them all things richly to enjoy, 
that they be rich in good works, ready to 
distribute, willing to contribute, laying up 
in stcHre for themselves a good foundation, 
against the time to come." 

And lastly, against camal-mindedness. 
r Do worldly men show themselves far more 
-. solicitous to provide for the necessities, 
/ nay, the comforts of the body, than for 
I tiiie most urgent wants of the soul ? Jesus 
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•ays, ** Take no thought for your life what r 
ye shall eat : neither for the body what ye 
shall put on." '' Seek not what ye shall 
eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye 
of doubtful mind ; for all these things do 
the nations of the world seek after, and 
your Father knoweth that ye have need 
of these things. But rather seek ye the 
kingdom of God ; and all these things 
shall be added unto you." " One thing is 
needful ; and Mary hath chosen that good f 
part which shall not be taken away from 
her." Are they soon weary of devotional ex- ' 
ercise, impatient of religious conversation,' 
averse from close and continual meditation 
upon God and the things of the unseen 
world? — Thus saith the Lord : " Thou> 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy ; 
heart and with all thy soul and with all i 
thy strength." "What, could ye not watch ■ 
with me one hour ? Watch and pray that 
ye enter not into temptation." " Set your 
affections on things above ; for ye are 
dead and your life is bound with Christ 
in God." The disciple is cautioned to be\ 
^* fervent in spirit, serving the Lord, re- ^ 
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joicing in hope; patient in tribulation, con* 
tinning instant in prayer." Are men more 
easily prevailed upon by the manners and 
example of the world, by fears of ridicule 
or loss, than by the demands of and inter- 
ests of Christianity? '' He said unto them 
all, if any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me. " Also, (Luke, xiv. 26), 
** Be not conformed to this world, but be 
ye transformed in the renewing of your 
mind." Do they entertain, without fear, 
unholy thoughts or desires, or join in dis- 
course unbecoming disciples of " the holy 
and the just?j" " Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they shall see God." "Put oft* 
conceding the former conversation the old 
man which is corrupt according to the de- 
ceitful lusts ; and be renewed in the spirit 
of your minds : and that ye put on the 
new man which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness. " ** Let 
no corrupt communication proceed out of 
your mouth, but that which is good to the 
use of edifying." '*A11 uncleanness and 
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covetousness let it not be once named 
among you, as becometh saints." 

Lastly, are men evidently satisfied and 
indifferent respecting their present spiri- 
tual state? Hear the voice of the Lord 
in his gospel. '^ Blessed are they which 
do hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
*' Work out your lialvation with fear and 
trembling," " Give diligence to make your 
calling and election sure," " Let us there- 
fore fear lest a promise being left us of 
entering into his rest, any of you should 
seem to come short of it." 

Thus have I exhibited, though imper- 
fectly, what Christ requires of his disciples 
— ^for let us not suppose that these pas- 
sages of scripture merely recommend as 
becoming that which is not necessary to 
salvation. Al l scripture is given by inspi- 
ration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, and for instruc- 
tion in righteousness, that the man of God 
toay be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto 
all good works. This is the gospel of re- 
pentance, not that we should succeed, on 
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pain of eternal death, in subduing all evil ; 
but that our spirit being made like unto 
Christ's, we should hate the sins, even the 
smallest, which beset us, and maintain ac- 
tive unceasing warfare against them. At- 
tention, therefore, to these precepts, and 
hearty exertion in pursuance of them, is 
absolutely necessary, if, being included 
amongst the people of the Lord Jesus, 
we would be saved by his blood. I will 
now conclude by reviewing the arguments 
which I have laid before you. We have 
seen that of mankind Christ chooses some 
to be with the angels, a happy and ever- 
lasting society, called his church ; we have 
acknowledged that if we be not members 
of that church, we perish. We allow that 
notorious offenders are excluded, and I 
have, in addition, explained what is the 
character required of those who would be- 
come members thereof. Does that charac- 
ter apply to the generality of Christians ? 
Do the greater part of the world govern 
their hearts and conduct by the lessons I 
have so copiously quoted ? They do not : 
the inference cannot be turned aside, that 
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they fail to show themselves members of 
the church of Christ, and they are on the 
broad way that leads to the gates of death. 
Astonished that so many, and those per-, 
haps amiable, correct, and useful in society, 
should be rejected from salvation, you cry, 
** Who then can be saved ?" ** Those who 
in an honest and good heart, having heard 
the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit, 
some an hundred-fold, some sixty, and 
some thirty ;" those who, instructed by 
the word of life, make continual suppli- 
cation for the Spirit, that they may become 
new creatures, and " be found in Christ," 
that they may dwell in him and he in 
them, that every day in this their time of 
trial may witness some spiritual improve- 
ment that may prepare them for their place 
in the New Jerusalem. Are Christians of 
this character rare amongst us ? — so were 
they always : ** Because straight is the' 

A. 

gate and narrow is the way that leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find it.'* 
The stronger is the warning not **to follow 
a multitude to do evil." The more need 
that we early learn and stedfastly maintain 
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our determination not to live in this world 
- -as strangers and foreigners, but as fellow- 
citizens with the saints, and of the house- 
hold of God ; built up upon the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone/* 
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SERMON X. 



THE CHRISTIAN RACE. 



1 Corinthians, ix. 24, 25. 

Know ye not that they which run in a race^ 
run all, but one receiveth the prize ? So run 
that ye may obtain. 

And every man that striveth for the mas- 
tery is temperate in all things ; now they do 
it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an 
incorruptible. 

If, as assuredly is the case, it is a fearful 
thing to undervalue and to disregard the 
grace of God in our redemption through 
Christ Jesus — no less fearful and fatal is it 
to abuse that grace by using it as an ex- 
cuse for licentiousness and unholiness of 
living. Happily, the number of professed 
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Antinomians at the present day, is small ; 
so small, that it may be necessary for me 
to explain the meaning of that term. It is 
applied to men who hold-.tfuit, if by faith 
they are numbered among the flock of Je- 
sus Christ, they are under no obligation to 
obey the moral law ; but that, on the con- 
trary, all things are lawful to them. This 
heresy, the error of which I need scarcely 
say lies in a wrong understanding of the 
word faith, is, as I observed, maintained at 
this time by few. It is nevertheless to be 
feared that very many are to a certain and 
perilous extent guilty thereof^ very many 
professing to believe in Christ crucified, 
and trusting for redemption to his blood, 
pass their lives in a manner which plainly 
discovers them to be ignorant of or indif- 
ferent to that purity of heart, that holiness 
of conduct, upon which the gospel lays as 
much stress as upon faith itself — I should 
rather say which it describes as a necessary 
accompaniment of a lively faith. 

It would be difficult to open the New 
Testament at a page in which holiness in 
general, and a variety of good works in 
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particular, are not either expressly com- 
manded or evidently alluded to as necessary 
to salvation. All which precepts are fast 
bound and strei||thened by that key-stone 
supplied by the words of Christ himself — 
" Be ye therefore perfect, as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect." 

In their anxiety to create in their disci- 
ples a strong and active conviction of this 
truth, the apostles continually repeat it 
under various images — at one time they 
call the Christian's life and his struggle 
against sin a state of warfare; they then 
exhort their converts to '' take the sword of 
the spirit, the helmet of salvation, and the 
whole armour of righteousness ;" at another 
time they term it a journey or pilgrimage, 
and exhort them "as strangers and pilgrims 
to abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul;" finally, St. Paul speaks 
of a Christian exertion as a wrestling, and, 
as in the text, a race. To the Corinthians, 
to whom you will recollect he was then 
writing, this image or idea must have been 
remarkably striking and instructive. So- 
lemn festivals had for ages been held near 
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their city, of which foot-races formed great 
part ; the prize for the swiftest runner was 
merely a crown or garland of pine leaves, 
but he who gained it w|||t always much 
honoured by his countrymen. And so 
eagerly was this honour coveted, that many 
trained and practised themselves for a great 
length of time, and with incredible pains, 
submitting to the strictest rules of tempe- 
rance, and abstaining from every bodily in- 
dulgence that might diminish their strength 
and speed. There were few things there- 
fore with which the Corinthians were more 
familiar than the exercises and trials of 
these competitors ; to them the argument 
of the apostle must have had the greatest 
imaginable force. Here were men under 
their own eyes, giving up perhaps their 
whole time, denying themselves many 
pleasures and gratifications, nay often com- 
forts, using incredible exertions — and for 
what ? for a wreath of pine leaves, and the 
short-lived fame which attended their suc- 
cess ! Could the Corinthian, when con- 
verted to Christianity, behold this and use 
less exertion, shew less anxiety to succeed 
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in the race which was Bet before 
especially since they strore but for ( 
ruptible crown, he for an incomiptild 
ourselves also^he image is sufficient 
miliar and forcible; £oi our learning ai 
as for theirs was this scripture written, 
us " so run that we may obtain." I 
following remarks upon this subject, (i 
1 pray that the Divine Grace may n 
useful) I will first discourse of the nab 
the race which is set before us ; seco 
of the crown which is to be the wi 
reward ; and lastly, show tiiat our rec< 
the reward will entirely depend upo: 
manner in which our race is run. 

First, then, for the nature of the nn 
before us : — 

It is neither more nor less than the n 
whereby a Christian is through Ghri 
seek everlasting iife~it comprehends i 
duty which the Bible requires him to 
form — every good word and work v 
our blessed Saviour and his apostles 
required of us ; to be true and ju: 
all our dealings ; to bear no malice 
hatred in our heart ; to keep our h 
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from picking and stealing; our mouths from 
evil-speaking, lying, and slandering ; to 
keep our bodies in temperance, soberness, 
and chastity; to respect and obey those 
that are set over us, and to love our neigh- 
hours even as ourselves. 

To praise Grod ; to worship, to fear him, 
and to love him with all our souls and with 
all our strength ; to put our whole trust in 
him, and to serve him truly all the days of 
our life. This is the race that is set before 
us : if we wilfully stop short in it, or slack- 
en our endeavours, we must be content to 
give up all hopes of the promised reward. 

Moreover, the apostles of our Lord — 
knowing that we are by nature sinful and 
corrupt, so that we neither love nor are 
able to run this race of holy obedience — 
inform us in the scriptures, how we may 
best put ourselves into a condition for so 
doing, and what assistance we may expect. 
The way which the Bible proposes, as the 
only one of being steadily, faithfully, and 
uniformly obedient to the gospel, is, '* that 
ye put off concerning the former conver- 
sation the old man, which is corrupt ac- 
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cording to the deceitful lusts ; and be re- 
newed in the spirit of your minds, and that 
ye put on the new man, which, after God, 
is created in righteousness and true holi- 
ness." Or, to express the same meaning 
in other words — that mortifying, laying 
aside, and altering that corrupt nature in 
which you were born, and which loves not 
God nor holiness, but, on the contrary, 
deceitful and worldly lusts : you should 
live, think, and act after an entirely diiFer- 
ent manner; as far as possible aft^r the 
manner of the holy angels and God him- 
self, to whom sin of every kind is an 
abomination. 

By such a change as this, your hearts 
will receive a new nature, or, to use the 
words of the Bible, will be born again ; 
and those holy thoughts, wishes, and ac- 
tions which your former corrupt nature 
could not entertain, will be to your new- 
regenerated nature easy and pleasant. The 
next question is — how are we to make this 
change in our hearts ? if we are born with 
a corrupt and sinful nature, how are we to 
lay it aside and to put on one which shall 
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be new and holy. On this point, also, the 
apostles and ministers of the Lord have 
given you in the scriptures full information. 
They first convince us that man is not able, 
in his original nature, to do righteously, or 
*o obtain for himself the power of becoming 
holy. See Psalm li. 5 — " Behold I was 
shapen in iniquity, and in sin hath my mo- 
ther conceived me." Job xiv. 4 — "WTio 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? 
not one." Romans viii. 7 — " The carnal 
mind is enmity against God, for it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be." They assure us next that, the 
change which we cannot make in ourselves, 
is wrought on us by the Divine power. 
Phil. ii. 13 — " It is God that worketh in us 
both to will and to do of his own good 
pleasure." 

The only question then which remains, 
is this — how shall we seek and obtain this 
assistance from heaven, without which we 
must perish in our sins ? Now this being 
in fact the very question asked by the jailor 
in the Acts of the Apostles — " What must 
I do to be saved ?" the same answer may 

H 
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be applied — '^ believe on the Lord Jesmr 
Christy and thou shalt be saved." To those 
who believe that Jesus Christ died for our 
sins and are baptized in his name, a promise 
is given that the spirit of Grod shall, if 
sought for, be always at hand to change 
and renew their heart, to turn them from 
sin, to make them love and practise holi- 
ness. And how is it to be sought by be- 
lieving and baptized Christians? first by 
prayer and supplications, next by humble 
and constant attendance upon public wor- 
ship and the sacrament of the Lord's sup- 
per, by studying or hearing the Bible, and 
lastly, by willing obedience to the word, as 
far as they are acquainted with it. Thus 
far I have explained to you the nature of 
the race which we have to run — that is, the 
performance of every Christian duty ; and 
I have shown you how you may be enabled 
to run it. You observe that in seeking to 
gain an incorruptible crown, your condi- 
tion is very superior to those who strove to 
win a corruptible one ; they were left alto- 
gether to their own exertions — ^you have 
the assurance of all powerful help from 
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lieaven if you only seek it faithfully, and 

diligently work together with it. 
I come now to ccmsider the second part 

of my subject, namely, the nature of the 
crown which is to be the winner*s reward ; 
the prize of the faithful Christian s high 
calling in Christ Jesus. 

The language of Holy Writ, grand and 
magfnifk^ent as it frequently is, never rises 
so high as when it describes the glory, the 
riches, the delight of heaven, where the 
Christian is to receive his crown — and as if 
no single expression could possibly give a 
sufficient idea of it, it is compared in turn 
to every thing which we consider great, 
good, glorious, and valuable. It is called 
** an abiding city," " a city which hath 
foundations," to show iti^ greatness, and 
that it shall last for ever — a mansion, where, 
after the labours of our Christian life, we 
shall rest with Christ — ^a harvest, to signify 
the exceeding plenteousness of the reward ; 
and a crown, to express its splendour and 
magnificence. St. John, in that wonderful 
portion of the Bible called the Revelations, 
has given a description of heaven as it 
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appeared in his vision, in which all the 
brightest, most dazzling, most costly, and 
most glorious objects in nature are made 
use of — gold, sapphires, carbuncles, the sun 
and the rainbow, are said to flame upon and 
around the throne of the Lamb. But after 
all these splendours and glories have been 
exhausted, after heaven has been compared 
to every thing precious, every thing great, 
every thing lasting, the whole is summed 
up by declaring that still so infinitely is the 
reality above all these descriptions, that 
" eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive the things which the Lord hath 
prepared for those that love him." 

And this is promised, this is preserved 
for us, mean, infirm, sinful beings ; the end 
of our labours ; the reward of our imperfect 
obedience ; the prize of our race ; peace 
which nothing can disturb ; holiness which, 
no sin can pollute ; joy which can never be 
interrupted ; life which will know no end- 
ing ! This is our incorruptible crown ! For 
a fading crown of leaves, for fame, the idle 
breath of a vulgar crowd, we have seen 
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tbat men could use the hardest exertions, 
could deny themselves any indulgeiice. 
With a reward so glorious, so incorruptible, 
before us, shall it not shame us to be sloth- 
ful^ regardless, inconstant, in '' running the 
race that is set before us?'' One other 
advantage attends the crown offered to the 
diligent Christian, it is within the reach of 
all, without exception ; by the noble, to 
wiiom wealth, honours, and luxuries are a 
patrimony and an heritage ; by the dweller 
in the meanest shed, who toils from morn 
till eve for daily sustenance ; by the soldier, 
to whom blood and battles are familiar ; by 
the priest, who lives unknown in the peace- 
ful exercise of his sacred duties ; by the 
beggar, who lies at the great man's gate 
covered with sores, the same race must be 
run, the same crown may be possessed. 

But lastly — ^we must " so run that we 
may obtain." I have explained to you the 
nature and the conditions of the course be- 
fore you ; it is " to lay aside every weight, 
and the sin that doth so easily beset you ;" 
it is to have *' a new heart and a new spi- 
rit^" to be. by your conduct as you are by 
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adoption^ a child of God ; to hate and flee 
from every appearance of evil ; to become 
in affections, in habits, and as far £^ may 
be in employments, like the saints in their 
rest, like the angels in their glory — have 
any of you really tried to pass on^ day 
thus ; to live throughout one day as, bfc- 
comes the redeemed of the Lamb, the elect 
people of God ? and have you looked b^k 
upon that day without partiality and with- 
out self-deception at the close ? if so, I need 
not tell you that it has required no commoQ 
pains, no ordinary watchfulness, no slight 
3ti^uggle against the flesh, the world, ^nd 
the devil. What then must be nece3sary 
to maintain this vigilance, this struggle, 
through life, till the released spirit ascends 
to receive its crown ? And if, having run 
well for fifty year^, we pause, slacken or 
suspend our endeavours at the end, all our 
former labour, all our earlier success is lost : 
read Ezekiel xxxiii. 13 — *' When I shall say 
to the righteous, that he shall surely live ; 
if he trust to his own righteousness and 
commit iniquity ; all his righteousness shall 
not be remembered ; but for his iniquity 
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that he hath committed he shall die for it." 
I have exhibited too, some faint idea of 
the happiness and glory of the crown re* 
served for the earnest Christian in heaven. 
Think you, dare you presume to think that 
such a reward, such an inheritance, into 
which the patriarchs have entwed for their 
fisdthfulness, apostles for their zeal, and 
martyrs for their blood; will be open to 
him who has taken jittle or no pains to 
make his calling and election sure, who 
has dreamed out the term of his mortal 
life in worldly cares or worldly pleasures, 
without a notion of living by faith in Christ 
Jesus ? 

Finally, dear brethren, be of this assured, 
if you are humbly, and in earnest, using the 
appointed means to run well the race that 
is set before you, not the wickedness of 
man, nor the powers of darkness, not even 
your own many falls and infirmities shall 
turn you out of your blessed course, nor 
deprive you of the great reward which is 
waiting for you through the merits of Jesus 
Christ. Lay ** aside then every weight," 
press forward over every obstacle ; if the 
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world would tempt you by unholy or im- 
moderate pleasures, ** consent thou not;"' 
if it would cumber you in your course by 
its engagements or its gains, despise them, 
*' count all things as loss for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus," for the 
exceeding richness of your heavenly crown! 
Bad men shall envy, while they pretend to 
mock you ; good Christians shall commend 
and love ; angels shall come and minister 
unto you ; and to sum up all, at the end of 
your praiseworthy and pious course, when, 
in the last mortal weakness, your soul is 
taking its flight into eternity, it shall be 
cheered and welcomed by those blessed 
accents, '* well done good and faithful ser-> 
vant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."^ 
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SERMON XI. 



THE LESSONS OF GRACE. 



Titus, ii. 11, 12. 

The^ grace of God, which bringeth salvation^ 
hath appeared unto men, teaching us that 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present world. 

The Turks, and other disciples of Maho- 
met, are in the habit of carrying about 
them, in writing, verses of the Koran, their 
sacred book, which they imagine to keep 
them from the power of evil spirits. It 
might not be altogether amiss for Christians 
to imitate this practice, though not for so 
superstitious a purpose. I am sure, how- 
ever, that there are evil spirits enough 
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about, and sometimes within us, which 
might be conquered and driven away by 
a proper use of texts from the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus. To have about us chosen 
verses from that divine treasure-house of 
wisdom, might often supply subjects for 
reflection, when the mind might otherwise 
be employed upon idle, if not positively 
evil, thoughts. Of all single passages of 
scripture, I am not sure that any affords 
more useful matter for the Christian's me- 
ditation than that which I have placed at 
the head of this discourse. It is a map or 
plan of the whple gospel in miniature ; it 
tells us to what we owe our salvation, how 
we are saved, and what we are to do to- 
wards it on our own part. 

In examining this text at present, let us 
divide it into two parts ; and, having con- 
sidered each of them separately, observe 
how admirably they, unite in the great 
work of man's redemption. 

I. " The grace of Grod, which bringeth 
salvation, hath appeared unto men." Here 
we have it distinctly stated that we owe our 
salvation simply and solely to the grace or 
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unsought and unmerited goodneBs of God. 
In this truth , many other expressions, 
equally strong and unquestionable, agree. 
How, indeed, could it be otherwise ? The 
redemption of mankind was, as it were, 
purposed and contrived before the world 
and its inhabitants were made ; their sin 
and its dreadful consequences were fore- 
seen; and the sacrifice for that sin, the 
''Lamb oi (rod was slain," that is, decreed 
to be slain, ** before the foundation of the 
world." Thus far, it is evident that man 
could have had no part or lot in the matter. 
It may be said, however, that after man 
was made and had sinne4> he might in 
some way have purchased or merited this 
salvation by his own conduct. This notion 
must be disproved; and it may be with the 
greatest ease. The scriptures positively 
state, diat when Christ brought salvation 
to mankind, the whole world was. lying in 
wickedness : the virtue and faith of such 
good men as Simeon, Nathaniel, Joseph, 
and others, prove nothing to the contrary ; 
for, both in virtue and faith, they were, in 
feet, disciples of Christ, in whom they be- 
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lieved, though he had not yet appeared in 
the flesh; lookmg forward^ as the scrip- 
tures declare, ** for the hope of Israel. " 
Look at the heathen nations at this day, 
the people who know not God ; pride, 
revenge, and savage cruelty are accounted 
virtues among them : and how far should 
we difier from them, if we had not the 
gospel of love and peace — how far did we 
differ from them before the light shone 
upon our island ? Nay, I fear we may ask, 
do many who have heard the gospel difier 
greatly from these benighted heathens in 
their hearts ? Instead, therefore, of sup- 
posing that for any goodness which God 
saw in his creatures he granted them sal- 
vation through Jesus Christ, I draw the 
very opposite conclusion — that in compas-^ 
sion to our helplessness in iniquity, by his 
grace he saved us ; and this opinion is 
positively backed by the gospel itself — 
** Herein," says St. John, "herein is love; 
not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us^^and sent his son to be a propitiation 
for our sins." '* But God," says also St. 
Paul, "commendeth his love toward us, in 
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that while we were yet sinners Christ died 
for us." We may therefore consider this 
one of the plainest and best-established 
truths of the gospel — ^that God sent his 
Son into the world to* die for sinners, 
moved thereto solely by his own merciful 
goodness and compassion upon our lost 
and sinful state. 

The same must be said with respect to 
our each receiving the gospel at this day, 
from first to last, throughout the whole 
business of our salvation, '* it is the grace 
of God ; all notion of merit on our part 
must be set aside — '* Boasting," as St. 
Paul says, " is excluded." 

As our salvation at last is the forgiveness 
of our sins by the mercy of God in Christ 
Jesus ; so is our receiving the gospel and 
turning to seek that mercy, the work of 
his Holy Spirit. The heart of man, before 
the Spirit has converted it, is carnal ; and 
'' the carnal mind is enmity against God." 
Well, therefore, has our Saviour said '* No 
man can come to me unless my Father 
draw him. " Now, by this spirit of the 
Father, which draws us to Christ, we are 
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first regenerated in baptism : if from that 
time to our death we continue '* settled 
and grounded in the faith, it is the Spirit 
which gives us grace to do so; if, after 
having gone astray like lost sheep, we turn 
again and seek the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus, it is the Spirit that invites us 
back, and that renews us by repentance. 
While, therefore, we enjoy the blessedness 
of this great salvation, much reason have 
we to join in that hymn of praise which 
the angels sang in the heavens, when the 
gospel was first discovered to the shep- 
herds — '* Glory be to God on high ! " 

With these observations I may conclude 
my examination of the first division of the 
text, which declares that it is the " grace 
of God which bringeth salvation." 

The second part goes on to state in what 
manner this grace appeareth unto men, and 
for what purpose — '' Teaching us that de- 
nying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present world." 
^ In these Jessons which the grace of God 
teaches, in these virtues here specified. 
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of sobriety, righteousneBs, and godliness, 
all that is holy, all that is good, is contained. 
It requires us to live soberly, and by that 
word it would have us to understand not 
merely temperance in drink and food, but 
moderation in the use of every kind of 
worldly pleasure and indulgence, whether 
it be in the gratification of the palate, the 
eye; the ear, or the mind. It demands 
chastity and modesty, gentleness and com- 
mand of temper, decency and innocence of 
speech, the avoiding of idleness, and the 
separation from unprofitable or mischievous 
companions. In a word, it charges us as 
Christians, who have not ** received the 
grace of God in vain," to have a religious 
care and holy watchfulness over our own 
persons, and our private conduct in thought, 
word, and deed. To live righteously is to 
observe strictly a Christian behaviour to- 
wards other men ; to keep our hands and 
tongues from violence ; to abstain from 
every sort of dishonesty, craft, over-reach- 
ing, or falsehood as religiously as fi^om theft 
itself. Nay further yet, to love all men as 
ourselves, to forgive enemies, and to do 




160 SERMONS FOR 

unto all men as we would they should do 
unto us." To live godly is to see that we 
fail not in any of those duties, which, as his 
creatures, we owe to Almighty God. To 
take care that we ** love him with a pure 
heart fervently," with a love not surpassed 
nor interfered with by our love to the world 
or to ourselves ; a love that compels us to 
hate whatever is hateful to him ; a love that 
leads us to seek and strive how we may 
please him ; and finally, that makes us 
desire the time when we may ** enter into 
the joy of our Lord." 

To live godly, is to keep ourselves from 
the company of those whose conduct or 
language is offensive and dishonourable to 
our great Master; to glorify him by all our 
actions; and conscientiously to fulfil all 
the duties of piety and devotion, by per- 
severance in private prayer, by loving and 
studying his holy word, and by serious 
and regular attendance at church upon 
the Lord's day, especially when the holy 
sacrament is administered. Now add to 
these things, the duty of "denying ungod- 
liness and worldly lusts," and we have 
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here a perfect display of Christian beha* 
viour — every thing which the scriptures 
mean to signify by the expressions, righ- 
teousness, godliness, good works, or the 
spirit — in short, all those dispositions, ha- 
bits, and actions, of which our blessed 
Saviour was to us a perfect example. 

Having now, as I trust, explained both 
parts of the text, however imperfectly, yet 
in such a manner as no one can mistake or 
deny ; I will end by offering the whole 
passage to your consideration and remem« 
brance, as a short but inexpressibly useful 
lesson, which may at once keep your faith 
sound , and your lives such as become 
Christians. 

"The grace of God, which bringeth salva- 
tion, hath appeared unto all men, teaching 
us that denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in this present world." 

"By grace ye are saved, through faith;*' 
that is, by the free, undeserved goodness 
of our Maker, who gave his own Son to 
die for our sins upon the cross; which 
benefit we each obtain for our own «ouls. 
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by faith ; by believing in Christ, and by 

receiving this grace as it is offered. We 

can take no credit to ourselves in the mat* 

ter, we deserve no praise, we have no more 

merit than a drowning man, who catches 

at a plank to save himself, rather than sink 

into a stormy sea; such is precisely our 

condition; ** the great water floods" of sin 

have gone over our souls, and we catch at 

the only hope of salvation, the cross of Je^ 

8us Christ; respecting ourselves, we can 

have no thoughts, no feelings, but a most 

humble sense of our state, so helpless and 

sinful that, left to ourselves, we must have 

ended in misery as we had lived in dark- 

ness, together with continual shame and 

sorrow for so frequently repaying the great 

loving-kindness of God by neglect and 

transgression. For the rest, the continual 

song of our redeemed souls should be, 

** worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 

receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 

and strength, and honour, and glory, and 

blessing !" 

Think not, however, that because in the 
work of your salvation no merit belongs to 
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yourselves, you have nothing to do but to 
say, I accept the grace of Grod. All the 
world would accept it and be saved accord* 
ingly, if nothing were necessary but to be 
willing to receive forgiveness for Christ's 
sake ; but all the world will not be saved, 
nor any thing like it. The question is not 
whether you will be saved by a grace of 
your own framing and invention, but whe* 
ther you will accept that grace which it 
pleases God to offer. 

That is a grace which teaches us that 
'' denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world." If you do 
not make up your mind by God's help to 
do all this, you refuse " the grace that 
bringeth salvation;" it ** hath appeared 
unto you as unto all men," but you will 
have none of it ! you like ungodliness and 
worldly lusts better; or at all events, if 
you cannot have it without living soberly, 
righteously, and godly, you will not take 
the trouble to seek it. 

And can we expect to be saved if we 
refuse this grace — ^if we do not accept it 
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SERMON XII. 



GOD'S GIFT TO THE GENTILES. 



Acts, xi. 18. 

When they heard these things^ they held their 
peace, and glorified God, saying, then hath 
God also to the Gentiles granted repentance 
unto life. 

The gospel of life had been confined hith- 
erto to the lost sheep of the house of Israel ; 
but, warned of God in a dream that 'the 
distinction of Jew and Gentile was to re- 
main no longer, St. Peter opened its trea- 
sures to Cornelius, a devout Roman soldier, 
who feared God, and had been directed by 
an angel to seek instruction at the hands 
of that apostle. While Peter was yet 
preaching the word to him and to his house- 
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old, the Holy Ghost fell upon them, and 
eter ^' commanded them to be baptized 
in the name of the Lord." Those however 
*' of the circumcision," that is, those Jews 
who had become Christians, having not 
learned the will of the Lord on this matter, 
were offended, and reproving Peter, said, 
'' thou wentest in to men uncircumcised 
and didst eat with them." But Peter 
rehearsed the matter from the beginning, 
telling his brethren that he had acted 
throughout by the command of the Al- 
mighty, and in conclusion observed, *' for- 
asmuch then as God gave them the like 
gift as he did unto us, what was I that I 
should withstand Grod ?" Upon this, the 
scruples of the brethren, which arose from 
a holy jealousy, were removed ; ** they 
held their peace and glorified God, saying, 
then hath God also to the Gentiles granted 
repentance unto life. " 

There is in the last words of this text 
something which greatly deserves our con- 
sideration. The blessing granted to the 
Gentiles was, that they also should have 
their share in the redemption which is in 
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Christ Jesus ; but in speaking of it, the 
disciples use the words " Repentance unto 
life :" thus bearing witness to the truth of 
that most important doctrine of the gospel, 
that, as without shedding of blood there is 
no remission of sins, so only upon true 
repentance and conversion can we partake 
of the remission of sins purchased for us 
by the blood of our Redeemer. I repeat 
this very evident truth, because it may be 
strongly suspected that many, willing to be 
numbered among the people of Christ, are 
little inclined in their hearts to glorify God 
with the hearers of St. Peter for the gift 
of redemption, considered as " repentance 
unto life." 

Blinded, corrupted, and sin-betrayed, 
" we know not what we should pray for as 
we ought," nor, until led by the Spirit, do 
we desire to pray for that which we most 
truly want. To those who entreat the Lord 
for that which is needful, he will not return 
a stone or a serpent; but so ill-directed, 
while we are yet carnal, are the wishes 
of our hearts, that our inward longings 
would, if granted, receive gifts more pro- 
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fitless than stones, mure mischievous than 
serpents. It is not therefore from a aursh 
or uncharitable judgment, but from corn* 
pulsion, that we believe not many of our 
hearers, in proportion, to desire earnestly 
spiritual gifts. We fear that, when in 
crowded congregations, the beautiful and 
most scriptural language of our church is 
lifted up, among other holy prayers, for 
repentance and a new spirit, the words of 
many lips are contradicted by the decided 
feelings of the heart. The petition of the 
tongue seems that of one who hungers and 
thirsts after righteousness ; the desire of the 
heart, if it dared to express itself, would be 
a long life of worldly pleasure, and at the 
end, acceptance without repentance. 

This we say not of men remarkable for 
crime or dissolute habits, but of some held 
in high esteem by the world, and possessing 
not a few estimable qualities. Many such 
there are who would feel offended if we 
told them that the spirit reigns in them 
which made the Jews reject their Saviour; 
many such, if that truth were brought home 
to their consciences, would feel painfully 

I 
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surprised ; yet it is an absolute fact, and 
the preacher who slurs it over will prove 
but an unprofitable labourer in his Lord's 
vineyard. Had a Saviour been preached 
to the Pharisees who would have flattered 
their pride, indulged their lusts,, and given 
them eternal life as the reward of their 
merits, him they would have chosen. But 
the Baptist, as an introduction to the Mes- 
siah, demanded of them '^ fruits worthy of 
repentance r'^*" this was enough for that 
generation of vipers ; they wrapped their 
self-righteousness and covetousness • closer 
about them, and. turned their b^k&in scorn. 
The Saviour preached^ — he o&red light, 
life, and immortality ; but to that^ ofiSsr he 
joined the necessity c^meekness, puHty of 
heart, abandonment of seli^ vmouming for 
sin, a new . birth untO: righteousness ; the 
poor heard him gladly ; few worldly bless- 
ings swallowed up their affections,vor drug^ 
ged to sleep in their ' hearts, the sestless 
unquiet worm of conscience . Eagerly, and 
at any earthly sacrifice, they caught at the 
promise of " rest unto their souls." Not so 

• Matthew, iii. 8. 
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the wealthy, and the happy ; few amongst 
that class had the wisdom of Zaccheus and 
Matthew. Back found in the gospel of 
Jesus Christ some stumbling block : one 
would have obeyed and prided himself in 
obeying the severest lessons of morality, 
but he GotQd not sell all that he had to 
fblloW' even a divine teacher.*' Another 
ga^e tithes g( all that he possessed ; the 
poor were fed at the S0iittd<ef his trumpet 
in the stveet ; bis fastings and his prayers 
were the admiration of the public — why 
should he matim.who: needed not comfort ? 
His soul enjo3red satisfaetii^r— why should 
it come to Christ fori r6s#;.^; The Saviour 
preached, that ail who hopedv to^ Hve by 
hin^i ishouldi eab liisi flesb .and? dradft his 
bloodvand this spintiiaUy^ ^y admitting 
his WOI& inta t^ir < hiearts> and -there di- 
gesting them until theii!: inwai^ nature was 
eonfcNcmed- tO: his spirit. He* taught the 
humbling truth that '^ no man can ccmie to 
him except it were, given unto^ bim of the 
Father.:" ^^ And from that time many even 

^ Matthew^ xix. 22. 

i2 
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of his disciples went back and walked no 
more with him." * 

On reading of these persons in the scrip- 
tures, we blame their stubbornness, wonder 
at their lukewarmness, or despise perhaps 
their want of resolution ; but we ought ra- 
ther to suspect that in the same circum- 
i^tances we might have been like them ; 
nay, we ought not, without well trying 
our spirits and weighing our feelings, to 
decide that we are not like them at the 
present moment. 

He who writes a gospel for himself on 
the carnal tables of the heart, and walks 
according to its maxims, instead of accept- 
ing entirely the true gospel which Jesus 
preaches, can he declare that he "follows 
Christ whithersoever he goeth ? " No ; if, 
satisfied with the imperfect discharge of 
our duty, easy under our uncorrected frail- 
ties, in love with our present habits, we 
shrink from that repentance, which is 
nothing less than a change of heart and 
a daily endeavour to be made like unto 

c John, vi. 66. 
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Christ — we imitate those Jews whom we 
condemn ; and as many must inwardly 
plead guilty of this charge, it is not too 
much to affirm, that many of respectable 
character do, like them, deny the Lord that 
bought them. Need they be told that the 
same sentence is on record against them ? 
— " they cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God." If this statement be thought un- 
scriptural, or the reasoning incorrect, it is 
wisdom in those whom it concerns, to 
search it out. They will find, I believe, 
that with their acquaintance with the New 
Testament, their consent to our testimony 
will increase. Lukewarm and self-indul- 
gent Christians will complain, that in thus 
naiTowing the path to heaven, we offend 
against charity and overstep our duty; they 
forget that the question is, whether Christ 
or his ministers have straitened it. If the 
danger be as we conceive, charity and 
duty will make it public. If we have 
misrepresented our Master's instructions, 
scripture will convict us. Let the search 
be made with diligence, and with prayer; 
the stake is — Eternity ! 

i3 
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But the error is, in £Etct, on their part. 
They " do err, not knowing the scrip- 
tures," nor the quality of God*s mercy. 
That meny , on certain condiffens, is, for 
Christ's siiLe^ held out to every sinner; 
they wc||P|l extend it to some shis. They 
would have it to signify indulgence ; it con- 
sistsin '^ abundant fardon.'' This will be 
made^plain by an examination of the evan- 
gelical doctrine of repentance — that **re- 
pentalfbe unto life," which God has also 
granted to the Gentiles. 

A. few remarks will discover both the 
n«e«i.y for it and iu genuine ol.aracter. 
Our blessed Redeemer requires that all 
who^ as members of his church and sheep 
of kis pasture, would be saved by him, 
should, in character, be made like unto 
him, that '' the same mind should be in 
them which was also in Christ Jesus." But 
of this all are naturally incapable, for " all 
have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God," " the natural man knoweth not 
the things of the spirit," " he is of the 
earth, earthy ;" ** the carnal mind is en- 
mity against God." The gospel brings a 
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remedy. The spirit of God, shed abroad in 
die hearts of those who believe, works in 
them and with them the necessary change. 
Some being, after baptism, brought up 
in ignorance of religion or in vicious prac- 
tices, others having voluntarily turned aside 
from their Christian profession, and ac- 
customed themselves to evil ; others again, 
having lived contented in a partial and un- 
scriptural notion of that profession, require 
an absolute conversion, a change of heart 
and purpose, before they can be considered 
as disciples of Christ the Lord. This is 
repentance in its most usual acceptation. 
Some, • and we trust many, who have early 
taken up and studied the Christian's calling, 
are situated differently. As the animal, 
brought up from its mother by the keeper's 
hand, needs constant correction and amend- 
ment of its wild nature, but not the violent 
m^ethods by which the full-grown savage of 
the woods is subdued ; so the Christian 
last mentioned needs not the complete con- 
version of the former, for it has from his 
infancy perhaps been gradually proceeded 
in. He has been too often a wandering 
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sheep, but never a stranger to the fold. In 
this sense, therefore, it may be said that he 
needs no repentance. That conversion, 
however, in the former instance having 
taken place, both stand on the same ground. 
One has borne the burthen and the heat 
of the day, the other has begun his work 
at the eleventh hour ; but the master has 
hired both. One has been always with 
his father ; the other wandered into a far 
country ; but he returned with sorrow, and 
both are sons obedient and beloved. What- 
ever may have been the difference in their 
past conduct, though one has strayed little^ 
the other much ; both are now ** returned 
to the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls.'' 
Both, confessing that there is no salvation 
in any other, believe in Christ for forgive- 
ness and for righteousness. They are there- 
fore justified by him from all things.. 

Upon either, the Spirit has much work 
to do, before they are ** crucified to the 
world," " dead indeed unto sin ;" before 
Christ is truly ** formed in their hearts," 
and their affections stedfastly set upon 
things above. During the progress of this 
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their Christian race, their aim will be in 
all things to be made perfect ; in the lan- 
guage of St. Paul, ** to win Christ, and to 
be found in hira."** For all their infirmi- 
ties, for all dulness and waywardness of 
heart, for every backsliding which proves 
that sin is yet unsubdued, they will mourn 
with godly sorrow, and give themselves 
yet more diligently to watchfulness and 
prayer. This also is repentance ; and in 
this sense it is necessary to both alike : to 
every Christian, while his hand can work 
or his heart conceive a thought. Necessary 
because it is the consequence and the only 
proof of his possessing " the faith which 
saveth us." 

It must be evident from* hence that we 
do not in our preaching narrow the extent 
of God's mercy, as some object to us, but 
only explain its operation differently. As 
they would have it exercised, it would be 
a mercy without justice, allowing in be- 
lievers a state of heart and habits neither 
consistent with their future abode in hea- 
ven, with God's abhorrence of all sin, nor 

d Phil.Jii. 8. 
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'ell be called enemies to Christ wlio re- 
iw thus to follow him ; and to that cwsh 
in no sense they could be prevailed 
m to take up. 
Many circumstances of the Christian re- 
[gion are different now from what they 
were; but can it be said that the lives 
^if itft professors are so ? Do not many, do 
wt multitudes of those who profess them- 
telves Christians, betray the same sensual 
wad worldly mind in the present age ? Do 
not many employ the chief of their care in 
making provision for the world and the 
flesh ; while not a few, by the most dis- 
solute and soul-destroying intemperance, 
make their '' belly their god, and glory in 
their shame ? " Are not men's desires, 
their time, and their pains, devoted to the 
tdtanfages and delights of this present 
m<>rtal state ? And do they not, by a 
wretched negligence and blindness, place 
all their happiness on this side the grave ; 
without any signs of regard to those hopes 
and promises which teach them to expect 
and seek for bliss in a future and distant 
state ? Is it not, in the strictest sense of 
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the apostle's words, to mind earthly things, 
when, in truth, they mind nothing else? 
If then such degrading and fatal behaviour 
drew tears, as we read it did, from the 
good St. Paul, how can we see without 
concern, the scandal brought upon the best 
of doctrines, the monstrous difference be- 
tween the lives of such believers and the 
true spirit of that gospel, which they pre- 
tend to make the rule of their faith and 
manners? How shall we bear to reflect 
upon the unspeakable danger and misery 
of those souls whose end must be destruc- 
tion, in spite of all the methods of grace 
designed to save them from it ? This is an 
occasion which calls for compassion more 
than any sufferings in body or in fortuile : 
and with regard to our own preservation, 
very careful should we be not to be led 
away by the example of those many who 
live in contradiction to the gospel ; but to 
form our dispositions and behaviour upon 
the model of those better and happier men 
who rightly feel the privileges they enjoy, 
and the obligations they lie under. 

This will lead us to consider more par- 
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ticularlv the words of the text — '• For our 
conversation is in heaven." The word twi- 
versation does not bear now the same sense 
as it did when our Bible was translated into 
English ; indeed, in the original language 
it signifies, our citizenship is in heaven : and 
it alludes to a practice, frequent in St. 
PauFs time, among the Romans particu- 
larly, of admitting, not only private |>er- 
sons, but even cities, to certain prinleges 
belonging properly to Rome. These privi- 
leges were sometimes granted as a favour, 
sometimes purchased at a considerable 
price ; but however they were obtained the 
possession of them was considered a great 
advantage. St. Paul, in the Acts, refuses 
to submit to the sentence of scourging on 
the ground, that he was a citizen of Rome; 
and, when the captain replied that he him- 
self had purchased this freedom with a 
great sum, answers that he, as a native 
of Tarsus, was free-born. 

But then, as this freedom or citizenship 
conferred some privileges, so it likewise in- 
troduced some engagements of subjection 
to the laws and customs of that common- 
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wealth, of which the persons were free. 
All this was perfectly well understood . to 
the Philippians, to whom this epistle was 
written, as they themselves were citizens 
of Rome, though at a great distancie from 
it. The propriety, therelbrey of the ex- 
pression to the Philippians in particular is 
very evident, and so is the application of 
it to Christians in general. We all,, like 
them, belong to a city, at a distance from 
which it is our lot at present to dwell. 
That is our continuing city, ** a city that 
hath foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God ;" and all our hopes of a blessed 
immortality depend upon our being mem- 
bers of it. Of this city we are made in- 
heritors — a claim to it is purchased for us 
by the precious blood of our Redeemer. 

How highly ought we to esteem, how 
thankful ought we to show ourselves for 
the privileges which such a claim confers 
upon us ! How ought our eyes, our souls 
to be fixed upon them — how continually 
ought our thoughts, our strength, our time, 
to be employed in the pursuit of them ! 
How very vigilant and careful we should 
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1 be not to dishonour our character or be- 
come guilty of any thing that may forfeit 
those rights ! — a character which they 
quite forget who prefer the cares of the 
world, and the pleasures of sin, to the 
prospect of heavenly glories — a forfeiture 
which they certainly must expect who live 
only to gratify those corrupt appetites and 
desires, which are there allowed no place. 
For if we be Christians, we are heirs and 
citizens of heaven : even now, therefore, 
we must be trained in the laws and man- 
ners of that holy city ; and though we 
cannot arrive at the purity and devotion of 
its blessed inhabitants ; yet we are bound 
to strive after as near a resemblance as 
our present condition will allow : and it is 
by imitating them here, that we shall be 
made fit to live hereafter with them. 

You have seen the morning mist hang 
heavy upon the earth, till, warmed and 
made pure by the sun, it gradually rose 
towards the heavens, and took the light 
and beautiful form of clouds — so it must 
be with our souls ; we must not go on. tb 
the last defiling ourselves with sins which 
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God abhors, trusting presumptuously that 
the change of death will be a change of 
nature, but we must steadily set ourselves 
to live after the commandments of our 
Lord ; that our souls, gradually purified 
from worldly defijements by the suii of his 
gospel, may mount nearer and nearer to 
their heavenly city ; and at length, by the 
mighty change that Christ shall make, live 
in the glorious form and holy nature of the 
saints on high. As they are set above the 
vanities and changes of this world by the 
present enjoyment of bliss unspeakable and 
eternal ; so should the prospect of that bliss 
raise our hearts above the present world ; 
inspire a contempt for all forbidden plea- 
sures, a temperate use of the innocent en- 
joyments, and short uncertain advantages 
here below ; lighten all our afflictions, mo- 
derate all our passions, and reconcile us to 
the approaches of that death, which will 
then be but the passage to eternal joy. As 
they are all united in the most perfect 
agreement and tenderest love, so should we 
study unity and concord, charity, peace, 
mutual condescension, and kind forbear- 
ance. 
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As they are freed from sin, and shine in 
uninterrupted holiness, so should we con- 
sider ourselves as persons no Ioniser under 
the power of the flesh, but led by the same 
spirit to a rational and divine life : a life 
of temperance and chastity, of scrupulous 
virtue and unpretending piety ; of activity 
and unwearied industry in doing good : and 
of such habitual mortification of those de- 
sires that spur us on to sin, that as they 
exist not with the blessed above, so thev 
shall now be dead in us. 

Such are the manners, such the requisi- 
tions of that glorious city above, which as 
members of that best and most blessed so- 
ciety, we must observe. And thus only 
can we, in any sense of the word, make the 
proof and receive the profit " of our con- 
versation being in heaven." It is true that 
while we thus endeavour to " live" not after 
the flesh but after the spirit," we carry 
something within us which will give great 
interruption to the best of men, something 
for which a preposterous and dangerous 
fondness hinders most men from endea- 
vouring so to live at all. Were we, like 
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those blessed spirits that we are called upon 
to imitate, disburdened of this corrupt na- 
ture, such a conversation, such manners 
would be easy : but ;as it is-r^ncorapassed 
as we daily are by bodily cares ; seduced 
by bodily enjoyments ; the race we^ are to 
run is more difficult. Howev;er, to prove 
that the needful cares of this present life 
are no hindrance to such a pursuit of that to 
come as the Christian religion requires, I 
need only observe that St. Paul makes that 
very body which serves finr, a pretence to 
*' mindearthly ;/e^^«," an argument for >'otfr 
conversation being in. heamhi'^^* from whence 
also," the text, continues^ *' we lookibriti^ 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Chmst, who ^ball 
change our vile body, thatrit may'be Jasb* 
ioned like unto his. glorious body^ according 
to the mighty working; wbereby he is. able 
even to subdue all things unto him^seUl'' 
if.the body wer« to remain, in this state for 
ever, there might perhaps be some excuse 
for sucb indulgence as tends to the gratify- 
ing so important a part of our nature, and- 
making the most of its short continuance 
upon earth ; but as the body as well asUie 
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soul will be, under a certain change, a citi- 
zen of heaven, it is reasonable that this also 
should submit to the laws of that place 
where it is to expect the completion of its 
happiness. 

We are informed indeed that '' flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of hea- 
ven, neither doth corruption inherit incor- 
raption:" and therefore St. Paul has taken 
care to teach us what methods will be used 
to qualify it for so blessed an inheritance. 
He calls it in its present condition, '^ a vile 
bodjff^ and represents it as in a state of 
humiliation and dishonour, cm account of 
the firailties and necessities, the sorrows, 
diseases, and death, to which it is now 
liable : but all these, he declares, shall be 
effi^cbially removed; and such a ebaoge 
wx«9igfat upon it, as, though it surpaiMM 
our understanding, ought not to exceed 
our belief— for it will be effikcted by kiin 
in whose hands is all power ; and, i\is$i iui 
not only can but will effect it, we. havr. 
every reason to assure wr*elve# (f09t$ that 
^eat instance and Miftciut^u, air^^iy ^^' 
hibited in the remurtctM/u, ai»d cbaiiff^. ^4 
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his own human bodv. There i> not anv 
natural infirmity we now labour under, sin 
excepted and its consequences, with which 
the Son of God, when condescending to 
take our nature upon him, did not burden 
himself. And as the sufferings he then 
submitted to are placed to the account of 
human nature in general, so is the exalta- 
tion and immortality of his own body now 
in heaven, a proof and pledge of bliss and 
incorruption, which shall commence at the 
resurrection of the bodies of the faithful. 

This is the apostle's argument, and a 
very proper and forcible one it is for the 
purposes intended to be promoted by it. 
For the consequences of this doctrine, if 
we receive it as we ought, are evidently 
such as follow : — That nothing can really 
be more foolish and absurd than, by a car^ 
nal, loose, unprofitable life, to make, as 
the apostle strongly expresses it, our belly 
our god : because this is so far from con- 
tributing to the happiness of the body, that 
it only strengthens those appetites and in- 
grains those corruptions, from which even 
this earthly part of us must be refined and 




SUKDAT EVENINGS. 193 

nuified, in order to a possibility of being 
lappy. Whereas, he who looks upon those 
lesires as marks of his present vileness, 
ind.the total extinction of them as the 
flory of his nature, will, by constantly re- 
lating and subduing them, in some degree 
legin that mighty change, and take off 
he most reproachful part of his present 
lumiliation, ** by possessing his vessel in 
anctification and honour." 

And if, through fondness for earthly 
hings, we feel loth " to have our: conver- 
ation in heaven,'* unwilling to subdue and 
nortify the unclean desires of the flesh, 
Bt us look to the end ; for though we are 
blinded by the world, and will not look 
«yond it, still '' the end of all things is at 
land;" let us look then to the end — ^What 
3 our hope? — can we imagine that we 
aay wilfully, presumptuously proceed in 
ur sins, in sabbath-breaking, for instance ; 
a profane conversation, in unchastity, in 
[runkenness , — and then expect to be 
hanged at once into angels of light ? I 
relieve firmly that not one of us could se- 
iously entertain so impious a thought. I 




104 SERMONS FOR 

will therefore put one solemn question to 
you — are you content that, if the second 
coming of our Lord should take place this 
hour, with all the terrible glory that the 
scriptures describe, are you content that it 
should find you as you are ? Is there no 
change you could wish to make in your 
lives, in your hearts ? If you are not 
ready, if your lamps are not burning — 
think that they may be extinguished ! and 
what will be your anguish at hearing those 
dreadful words, *' depart, ye wicked, into 
the fire prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels ?" But let us hope better things ; let 
us trust that there is too mUch religious 
feeling, too much understanding, to suffer 
any to lie longer in ungodliness and loose- 
ness of living, while our Saviour calls us to 
seek his kingdom ; and his apostle exhorts 
us to ''have our conversation in heaven." 
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SERMON XIV. 



THE PEOPLE OF CHRIST. 



Titus, ii. 14. 

Who gave himself for uSy that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity^ and purify to 
himself a peculiar people zealous of good 
works. 

An old and able divine has observed that a 
threefold righteousness is necessary to the 
salvation of mankind : one, whereby Christ 
justifies believers^ perfect but not our own ; 
another, which is the condition of our ac- 
ceptance, our own but not perfect ; and 
a third, both our own and perfect, that, 
namely, wherewith the souls of the sancti- 
fied are clothed upon their removal into 
heaven. It is of the second that I am at 

k2 
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present about to speak ; that righteousness 
which springs necessarily from a true and 
lively faith, or which is, to speak more cor- 
rectly, the living principle, without which 
faith itself were dead. 

Before the heart of man has been fash- 
ioned anew by the spirit of love, a change 
which few Christians in comparison have 
undergone, the fear of eternal punishment 
will be his religion ; and, in consequence, 
one object of the gospel, forgiveness of sin, 
will be placed by him so far above the rest, 
as to withdraw his consideration from them 
almost entirely. Yet those who are well 
instructed in the word of life, those espe- 
cially who have practically and feelingly 
" learned Christ," know that in coming into 
the world he was as strongly moved by this 
further purpose — the recovery of man from 
that *' body of death," a sinful nature, and 
his restoration to that original innocence 
which Adam enjoyed before his fall. I do 
not merely insist that Christians are re- 
quired by the scriptures to lead holy lives, 
to " walk worthy of the Lord, unto all plea- 
sing, being fruitful in every good work, and 
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increasing in the knowledge of God ;" but 
I maintain also that the gospel of Christ 
had this for one of its principal objects, 
that, like the pool of Bethesda, it should 
make ** every whit whole" those who throw 
themselves, in faith, into its healing waters. 
The texts of scripture which declare this 
troth are so direct and simple in expression 
as to need neither argument nor explana- 
tion. One has been placed at the head of 
this discourse, which in itself, satisfactorily 
-decides the question, if indeed a question 
can be raised upon the matter. It teaches 
that Christ *' gave himself for us that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and pu- 
rify to himself a peculiar people zealous of 
good works." St. Paul, in his Epistle to 
the Ephesians, having laid down the doc- 
trine that salvation is of grace, ** not of 
works," so strongly that none could pretend 
to misunderstand him, proceeds to observe 
with equal preciseness, that '' we are God's 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before or- 
dained that we should walk in them."* 

* Ephesians, ii. 10. 

k3. 
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We know that Christ yielded up himself to 
death upon the cross for this purpose^ ** that 
by his stripes we might be healed ; " that 
the punishment due to our offences having 
been suffered by him, we might escape 
condemnation; St. Peter however, omitting 
this, gives another reason for the great sa- 
crifice ; these are his words, he '* bare our 
sins in his own body on the tree, that we, 
being dead to sins, should live unto righte- 
ousness."'* The same apostle, in his second 
epistle, exhibits more fully this gre?it evan- 
gelical truth. His address to his people 
opens with these words, " grace and peace 
be multiplied unto you through the know- 
ledge of Ged and of Jesus our Lord, ac- 
cording as his divine power hath wrought 
in us all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness,, through the knowkdge of him 
that hath called us to glory and virtue ; 
whereby are given unto us exceeding great 
and precious promises, that by these ye 
might be partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world through lust."*" Thousands in 

* 1 Peter, ii. 24. c 2 Peter, i. 2. 
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the Christian world *' following the way of 
Balaam, the son of Bosor, who loved the 
wages of unrighteousness," are compelled 
by fearful visions of judgment to come, to 
cry like him, " may I die the death of the 
righteous, and may my latter end be like 
his!" Thousands too, whom the god of 
this world binds in more secret fetters, who 
love the sin of their nature yet fear its pu- 
nishment, whose eyes turn with horror from 
the unquenchable fire of hell, yet are not 
raised with delight towards the pure glories 
of heaven ; thousands of this description 
can feel all the value of one gospel promise 
— ** their sins and their iniquities will I re- 
member no more. " But the true Christian, 
the man of** faith which worketh by love," 
is carried beyond this to higher hopes, on 
the wings of more great and precious pro- 
mises. We cannot suppose him unmindful 
of his unmerited preservation from the ter- 
rors of the second death ; but hear him — 
hear what fills the grateful thoughts of one 
speaking by the Spirit of God ; it is the 
promise that " he might be partaker of the 
divine nature, having escaped the corruption 
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that is in the world through lust." Re- 
lieved by faith from those distressing fears 
of Grod's wrath, under which he once asked 
so anxiously " what shall I do to be saved ?'^ 
hi& Christian progress has led him to other 
disquietude, to a holier and more hopeful 
sorrow; the spirit of Christ has brought 
him to the Father, whom, though not yet 
face to face, he beholds as he is, good, ten- 
der,, compassionate,, and holy, the proper 
object of the creature's affection. He " de- 
lights in the law of God after the inward 
man,** but he sees another law in his mem- 
bers, warring against the law of his mind,, 
and bringing him into captivity to the law 
of sin, which is in his members." His 
heart, renewed by the spirit unto righte- 
ousness, cannot but love that which i» 
" holy and just and good ;" he would in all 
things obey it, nor can he conceive in the 
heaven of heavens a greater blessing than 
to be made perfect, even as be is perfect 
who called him ; when therefore he finds 
that with all his watchfulness, with all his 
desires and prayers, " evil is present with 

^ Romans, vii. 22. 
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him ;'' that he breaks the law which he 
venerates; neglects the God whom he 
loves ; that in fact in him, '' that is in his 
flesh, dwelleth no good thing/' is it sur- 
prising that he should '' groan and travail" 
to be " delivered from the bondage of cor- 
ruption, into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God ?" Can we wonder at his 
earnest desire ** to be clothed upon, with 
his house which is from heaven," when 
he knows that the motions of those sins 
which grieve him, are bred in "his earthly 
house of that tabernacle," the mortal body? 
These new longings, this healing pain, 
these heavenly desires, are from God ; nor 
would that all-wise Ruler have planted 
them by the gospel of Christ, had it not 
been his purpose to work in us entire de- 
liverance from corruption. 

The reasons for this purpose are not hid- 
den from us, but may easily be gathered 
from the notices of scripture. First, the 
nature of the Almighty : infinite injustice, 
glorious in holiness, the fountain of all 
goodness, it is impossible to conceive that 
he would send his Son to bring into his 
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presence, to seat for ever round his throne, 
human beings uncleansed from corruption, 
unfreed from the bondage of sin, that ene- 
my to whom he can never be reconciled. 
Next, the character of Angels : wide as 
the difference may be between their holi- 
ness and the supreme excellence of their 
Creator,, they are uncorrupt and altogether 
spiritual.^ Again, the description of occu- 
pations, and the kind of happiness which 
fills up the eternity of those angels and 
their blessed companions, " the spirits of 
just men made perfect." All these suffici- 
ently explain to U3, why the release of 
man's soul from th^ power of sin should 
have been one important design of the 
gospel covenant. Christ found his crea-. 
tures ruined by the malice of Satan ; pre- 
ferring the low enjoyments of their sinful 
flesh and carnal minds, to the unspeakable 
and, to them, inconceivable joys of heaven. 
He saw them unfit for the companionship 
of angels — how much' unfit for the visible 
presence of the Most Highest : he arose, 
therefore, the Son of Righteousness, *^*^with 
healing in his wings :" he came to restore 
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them to that righteousness which the first 
of their race had lost by disobedience. 

As this great recovery was ordained in 
heaven, so also were the means by which 
it was undertaken. The grand redeeming 
character in which our Liord came into the 
world, that of our great high-priefet who 
once offered himself as a sacrifice for sin, 
would have been imperfect and unavailing 
had it not been joined with that of a divine 
instructor ; one who could strengthen the. 
best advice by the highest authority, that 
of a voice from heaven. Every part of 
his instructions, and those of his apostles, 
which were necessary for our salvation, 
the Holy Spirit has recorded in the book 
of the New Testament,, for the use of the 
church for ever. Measures were taken, 
under the same Spirit, to supply that 
household of Christ with a ministry, to 
whom he has promised his protection to 
the end of the world : and so long as that 
ministry shall hold fast the form of sound 
words which has been committed to them,, 
the gospel will be found sufficient in their 
hands to execute the great purpose for 
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people that by acting thus and thus, by 
cherishing such and such feelings, they 
might imitate the character of their hea- 
venly Father; and, being justified by faith 
in Christ, might be raised to life ever- 
lasting. A power and a will which his 
lost nature possessed not, was to be im- 
planted or renewed in the heart of man ; 
this is performed by the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, the comforter; a gift which no true 
Christian will esteem inferior in value to 
that even of the precious blood of the 
Lamb. By this heavenly power, the laws 
of God are not only placed before our eyes, 
that we may know, but written in our 
hearts and minds, that we may love them. 
His entrance and manner of acting, like 
those of the invisible air, are known only 
by their effects ; but thus much respecting 
him is certain : " without him we can do 
nothing : " the very first inward motions 
which lead the soul to the gospel of Christ 
are his work ; " no man," says our Lord, 
** can come to me, except the Father which 
sent me, draw him;"* and it is by the 

• John, vi. 44. 
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Spirit that he draws us. Further spiritual 
assistance will be granted in proportion 
to the use which we have made of that 
already given : this is plainly specified by 
the words of our Saviour — " If a man will 
do my will, my Father will love him, and 
we will come and make our abode with 
him"' — still by the same Spirit. The 
parable of the talents has always been con- 
sidered to apply to this subject, in which 
he who had rightly employed the sum 
committed to him, was rewarded with ten 
times the amount ; while the unprofitable 
servant was deprived of that which he had 
neglected to improve. Lastly, the sanc- 
tifying spirit may be finally takeA away 
from those who persist in neglecting and 
offending him ; as we gather from the cau- 
tions dispersed through the scriptures not 
to grieve or quench the spirit. If then 
this heavenly guide be sought, cherished, 
and anxiously retained by the believer, it 
will carry on its silent but all-powerful 
work in his heart; and, like the artist who 
cuts the most graceful forms from a rough 

f John, xiv. 23. 
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and shapeless block, will gradually bring 
up the lost and sinful creature " to a per- 
fect man, unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ." 

If we now look back and trace the pro- 
gress we have made in this inquiry, we 
shall find that this is the sum.. That in 
coming into the world, it was our blessed 
Lord's design '' to redeem us," not simply 
from punishment but, ^' from all iniquity," 
and to ^* purify to himself a peculiar people 
zealous of good works" — " to present us 
holy and unblameable and unreproveable 
in the sight of God :"^ that this design had 
its origin in actual necessity from the order 
and nature of things : and finally,, that suf- 
ficient means for its accomplishment were 
at the same time appointed and provided. 

If we receive this for an, evangelical 
truth, and I do not see how it can be 
denied, its consequences must unavoidably 
force themselves upon every mind. 

In the miserable ruin which sin has 
brought down upon the world ; under the 
expectation of that terrible destruction, 

E Colossians, i. 22. 
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which it will at last provoke from the great 
Judge, when the fountains of long-with- 
held indignation are broken up, and the 
windows of heaven are opened to shower 
down the fierceness of God's wrath : under 
these circumstances, we know that there 
is no safety^ no salvation, but for those 
who enter the ark of Christ's holy church : 
that church was appointed, was designed 
for the special purpose of renewing the 
heart of man to righteousness, and of ma- 
king him partaker of the divine nature : if 
we refuse to be thus renewed, if we love 
our present carnal state, and desire not to 
be partakers of the divine nature, will not 
the door of the ark be shut against us — 
will not the Master say, "begone from me, 
I know you not ?" To speak more plainly 
still — Christ will have none of you for 
his people, save those who study to have 
their hearts and their lives formed after 
his heavenly example; none, save those 
who " with well-doing seek for glory and 
honour and immortality."*" It is in vain 
that we *'call him Lcwrd, Lord," if we ''do 

^ Romans, ii. 7. 
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not the things which he say ;" it is in vain 
that we talk of God's mercy to sinners, and 
of Christ's blood which was shed for many 
for the remission of sins; until we are 
delivered from the love and power of sin, 
there is no deliverance from its punishment. 
What are we that we should choose one 
half of the gospel of life, forgiveness of our 
offences ; and cast away the other equally 
precious half, the sanctification of our souls, 
renewal to righteousness. If the gospel 
be thus divided, like the child in the judg- 
ment of Solomon, both halves will be found 
equally dead and worthless. 

*^ Finally, brethren, if there be any vir- 
tue, if there be any praise, think of these 
things ; " * discover, whatever it may cost, 
'* what manner of spirit ye are of." Take 
the word of life, keep it before you, study 
it without ceasing, and compare what you 
are with what you ought to be ; if your 
thoughts be not now Christian thoughts, if 
your practices be not now Christian prac- 
tices, cast them from you as a polluted 
garment ; ** give diligence to make your 

* Phil. iv. 8. 
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calling and election sure ;" ** work out your 
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is 
Grod that worketh in you both to will and 
to do of his own good pleasure/^ Bear 
ever in mind that you are no Christian if 
you do not glorify him who hath called 
you ; and "hereby is your Father glorified 
that ye bear much fruit;" for if you be 
called Christians, and the gospel have pro- 
duced in you no fruit, have wrought no 
spiritual change in your hearts, the inten- 
tion of the gospel is frustrated in you, and 
the work of the Lord dishonoured^ 
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SERMON XV. 



ON SAVING FAITH. 



St. James^ ii. 17. 

Faith, if it have not works, is dead, being 

alone. 

The error, which St. James reproves in 
this chapter, of trusting for salvation to 
faith, and forgetting the necessity of good 
works or righteousness of life, is not con- 
fined to his times. Many Christians in 
the present age have fallen into the same, 
and probably from the same cause : their 

• 

minds have been so strongly impressed by 
those texts in St. Paul's epistles, which 
appear to speak lightly of works and highly 
of faith, as the sole means of salvation, that 
they have given no attention to other pas- 
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sages of scripture, equally strong, and 
which, if these believers are right, contra- 
dict expressly St. Paul's opinion. 

Now we must bear in mind, in the first 
place, that scripture cannot contradict it- 
self: ** all scripture is given by inspiration 
of God r the Holy Spirit of Truth is as 
much the author of one part of the Bible as 
of another; and it is blasphemy to suppose 
that any contradiction can be admitted into 
his works ; but when two passages really 
contradict each other, one of them must 
be false. I trust however, by God's grace, 
to prove that, so far from contradicting each 
other, the statements of St. Paul and St. 
James on this truly important subject, are 
in perfect accordance and harmony. 

To this end, let us first examine the 
doctrine of St. James ; that faith will avail 
us nothing without righteousness of life or 
good works. 

He has stated it so plainly, and in such 
strong terms, that there cannot be two 
opinions respecting his meaning. '* Faith," 
he says, *' if it have not works, is dead, 
being alone :" or, in other words, it signi- 
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fies nothing how correct is a man's faith, 
if he do not join to it good works ; for a 
belief in heavenly truths, without corres- 
ponding conduct, will no more bring a soul 
to heaven, than the empty words, ** be thou 
warmed and JiUed," will relieve the shivering 
pauper. 

It generally happens, I believe, that those 
who hold faith all-sufficient, are too enthu- 
siastic or too ignorant to examine their own 
sentiments by the measure of reason ; their 
notions of faith itself are very indistinct and 
undetermined ; but of this I am sure, that 
they do not understand the term fietith as it 
is understood in scripture. It is very evi- 
dent that St. James signified by it no more 
than a firm undoubting conviction of the 
gospel truths. This is plain by his accusing 
those of neglecting the virtue of charity, 
whose faith he does not censure as imper- 
fect ; and again, by asserting that the devils 
possess the faith of which he speaks, a 
perfect conviction, namely, of the truth. 
Now, how much soever the devils may be 
convinced of this, their doom is fixed, and 
their faith can produce no eflFect but fear 
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and trembling ; "the devils also believe 
and tremble." So also with man ; he may 
be thoroughly convinced of every religious 
truths but if this faith produces no amend- 
ment^ no change of heart, it is vain, and can 
be followed only by trembling apprehen- 
sion. The apostle next refers to the noble 
instance of faith which Abraham afforded, 
in offering up his only son Isaac for a sacri- 
fice; and it is remarkable that St. Paul 
takes the same person for an example when 
he^ on his part, speaks of the excellence of 
faith. St. James here asks, '' was not 
Abraham justified by works?" Abraham 
offered up his son, because his faith told 
him that every thing which God appointed 
was good ; but he might have known and 
confessed this truth, yet, urged by love to 
his only child, he might have hesitated, 
and refused to slay him. Many of us know 
well enough the rewards promised to well 
doing, the punishment decreed to vice, yet 
some favorite sin has so enslaved us, that 
we cannot resolve to forsake it. Abraham, 
however, consented ; was he then justified 
only by his faith? no, certainly; but by the 
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obedience which was the consequence of 
his faith, though by no means the necessary 
consequence of simple faith ; to adopt the 
words of scripture " his faith wrought with 
his works, and by works was his faith made 
perfect." Faith therefore is of no use to 
salvation unless made perfect by works or 
obedience. 

If this view of the question stood in the 
least need of confirmation, even reason and 
natural sense would support it ; for, in the 
common intercourse of life, though a man 
professes and indeed feels the strongest 
reliance upon the truth of our promises, yet 
does not act according to his belief, which 
of us is not offended ? 

The new-made Christians to whom St. 
James addressed this epistle, had embraced 
and been baptized into the faith of our 
blessed Lord ; they trusted, and so far cor- 
rectly, that, for the merits of their Re- 
deemer, they should be accepted ; but 
unfortunately their faith had not brought 
in them the disposition and conduct equally 
necessary to salvation. Two great precepts 
of the gospel are disregard to self, and 
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charity to our neighbours ; they showed, 
however, their neglect of the first by seeking 
improperly the favour of the great, and their 
contempt of the latter by insulting and mor- 
tifying their poorer brethren ; see the third 
verse of this chapter, " ye have respect to him 
that weareth the gay clothings and say unto 
hiniy sit thou here in a good place, and say to 
the poor, stand thou there, or sit here unda* 
my footstool.'' The apostle, therefore, thus 
reproves them — " In your faith I find no 
fault, you believe that you shall be saved 
through the sacrifice of your blessed Sa- 
viour;" you do well, but you do err grossly 
and fatally in supposing that this reliance 
upon his merits will avail you any thing 
while your conduct is opposite to his com- 
mands ; while you despise and insult the 
poor, whom he recommended to your care. 
It was not alone the faith of Abraham and 
Rahab which saved them, but the obedi- 
ence and good works which flowed from it. 
He then, in the verse which concludes the 
chapter, confirms his doctrine by this stri- 
king example ; " As the body without the 
spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead 

L 
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also." Examine this comparison carefully, 
and observe that nothing in scripture is 
thrown out heedlessly and at random. Faith 
is compared to the body, the necessary ve- 
hicle of the spirit ; to which in its nature it 
is inferior ; good works are compared to the 
spirit, the noblest and immortal part of mani- 
as the spirit cannot exist in man without 
the body, so acceptable works C2Ui have no 
existence without faith preceding and ac- 
companying them. But as the body, un- 
tenanted by the spirit, becomes a dead and 
senseless mass ; so faith, not evidenced by 
works, ** is dead also." 

Having now, as I trust, explained the 
doctrine of St. James in a manner agreeable 
to the sense of scripture, and evident to 
your understanding ; I will proceed to show 
that the doctrine held by St. Paul on the 
same subject, faith and works, far from 
being contradictory, is in perfect harmony 
with it. We wHl therefore direct our at- 
tention to the second and third chapters of 
that apostle's epistle to the Galatians. 

The cause of his writing was this ; the 
Gralatians, whom St. Paul had converted 
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from Judaism, during his absence had been 
persuaded by false apostles to desert his 
doctrines of free grace and justification by 
faith, and to consider the ceremonies of the 
law of Moses as necessary to salvation. 
Alarmed at this apostacy, the eager and 
zealous preacher begins by maintaining his 
authority as an apostle equal to those origi- 
nally chosen ; and then repeats the doctrine 
which he first implanted. You will per- 
ceive from the circumstances which I have 
narrated, that he wrote under the appre- 
hension that the Galatian disciples would 
seek to be justified, or to become heirs of 
the promise, by obedience to the ceremonial 
law of Moses; this causes him to insist 
more eagerly on the opposite doctrine, that 
we are justified, that is, made the children 
of promise, or admitted into favour with our 
Heavenly Father, by faith in the atonement 
made by Christ. He says, " ye observe 
days and months and times and years, I am 
afraid of you lest I have bestowed upon you 
labour in vain." 

" We know that a man is not justified 
by the works of the law, but by the faith of 

l2 
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Jesus Christ;" ** for by the works of the 
law shall no flesh be justified." That St. 
Paul meant not, could not mean to teach 
that justification by faith would, without 
good works, ensure our final salvation, is 
manifest from the ^eat stress which h6 
every where lays upon the necessity of ho- 
liness, and all the particular virtues of a 
Christian life ; especially in this very epis- 
tle ; which, as if for the express purpose of 
preventing mistake, he concludes with a 
minute list of the wicked works of the flesh 
which he would have us avoid, and the 
fruits of the spirit which are essential to 
the Christian character; and then adds, 
*^ be not deceived, God is not mocked ; for 
whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also 
reap;" ** for he that soweth to his flesh, 
(that is, committeth the wicked works of 
the flesh) shall of the flesh reap corruption ; 
but he that soweth to the spirit, shall of the 
spirit reap life everlasting." 

Observe here, that St. Paul's expres- 
sions are positive and general : "he that 
soweth after the flesh" — that is, every one 
who doth so, whether he has been justified 
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or not, shall of the flesh reap corruption : 
his having been justified previously will 
not ensure his final salvation, unless he 
soweth afterward to the Spirit ; or, in the 
words of St. James, perform good works. 
It appears from these considerations, that 
we can only adopt erroneous notions of St. 
Paul's doctrine by taking a partial view of 
it ; but that, if we admit to the eye of our 
mind the whole of his sentiments, nothing 
can be more easy, clear, and harmonious. 

As I before concluded my review of St. 
James's doctrine by collecting his senti- 
ments within a small compass, I will now 
attempt the same with respect to St. Paul's. 

It is thus then that his epistles seem to 
speak — You are agreed, GaJatians, that 
since the fall of Adam, it has been neces- 
sary that man should by some means be 
restored to favour with God : our own obe- 
dience cannot do this, for by reason of our 
corrupted nature it is imperfect : but, fol- 
lowing the error of the Jews, you believe 
that this restoration to favour, or justifi- 
cation, proceeds from obeying the law of 
Moses, ais descendants of Abraham : you 

l3 
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are wrong! for neither by your own proper 
righteousness, nor by compliaince with the 
ceremonial law, can '* flesh be justified:" 
and here is your mistake — you suppose 
the promise made to the descendants of 
Abraham ; to those who, being Israelites, 
are termed the children of Abraham ; but 
remember the words of St. John the Bap- 
tist — " I say unto you, that God is able 
of these stones to raise up children unto 
Abraham." 

The promise was made, not to the chil- 
dren of Abraham after the flesh, "jHesaith 
not, and to seeds, as of many; but, as 
of one, and to thy seed, which is Christ." 
In him shall the nations of the earth be 
blessed : by his sacrifice are all that can 
truly trust in it restored to favour, and no 
longer considered sinners in the sight of 
heaven. Think not, however, that this 
justification is necessarily salvation. By 
this faith you are justified, but by diso- 
bedience you may still fall. I myself la- 
bour, and watch, and mortify my flesh, 
''lest by any means when I have preached 
to others, I myself should be a castaway." 



r\ 



SUXDAY EVENINGS. 223 

Put from you, therefore, the lusts of the 
flesh, and '' the sin that doth so easily 
beset you ; " and by a union with good 
works, let your justification terminate in 
a final acceptance. Not that good works 
are the cause of your justification — that 
was only the free grace and mercy of God, 
determined before your birth ; but that 
this justification can be of no avail, if in 
your works you deny your Saviour. 

In these words I conceive that I have 
comprehended St. Paul's sentiments with 
regard to man's justification and salvation ; 
and you will own that it contains nothing 
inconsistent with the doctrine of his brother 
apostle, St. James : on which, indeed, we 
might have relied, from the fact that the 
knowledge of both was drawn from the 
same sacred fountain. The subject shall 
be concluded by a few remarks on the 
practical tendency of this doctrine ; on the 
eifect it should have upon our belief and 
conduct. 

The Christian, formed upon this evan- 
gelical model, will be deeply persuaded of 
his natural hopeless condition, and im- 
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pressed with an abiding grateful sense of 
the mercy of that God who '' was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself." The 
more he prizes this inestimable privilege of 
being justified through faith, the more en- 
tirely he trusts to it as the only entrance to 
salvation, so much the more careful he will 
be to secure it by a cheerful and hearty 
obedience to all the precept<», to the true 
spirit of the gospel. He will join to his 
faith virtue, and not suppose that he dimi- 
nishes the honour and value of his Saviour's 
merits by attaching importance to his com- 
mands. 

And you whom I now address — let me by 
your hopes of salvation, intreat " that the 
same mind may be in you." Think, when- 
ever the allurements of Satan, the world, 
or sinful habits tempt you to trespass against 
the perfect and holy law of liberty, (for, to 
use once more the words of St. Paul, " ye 
have been called unto liberty, only use not 
liberty for an occasion to the flesh,") think 
well upon the scriptural conditions of salva- 
tion. Consider the merciful provision made 
by the death of Christ for your justification 
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before Ghxl as a beautiful edifice, created 
for your refuge and happiness ; think that 
every act of sin plucks a stone from its foun- 
dation, which, if not repaired by sincere 
and timely repentance, will infallibly bring 
down the whole structure upon your head. 
That our obedience and perseverance in 
good works may avert a judgment so fear- 
ful, may he in his mercy grant, ** who alone 
worketh in us to will and to do of his own 
good pleasure." 

Another practical lesson, to be drawn 
from this view of the doctrine, I must not 
omit to mention. Some sincere, well- 
meaning Christians, struck with the force 
of St. Paul's expressions, and not giving a 
full consideration to the subject in all its 
branches, have imagined this justifying faith 
to be some inward assurance of their own 
final acceptance through the merits of 
Christ ; and if this mysterious persuasion 
should at times fail them, and be succeeded 
by depression of spirits, the effect frequently 
of bodily disorder, they immediately con- 
ceive themselves to be destitute of saving 
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faith ; and consequently no longer children 
and heirs of God. Now we have seen that 
in scripture, nothing more is meant than a 
firm ctrnviction that by those merits of our 
blessed Lord, we are placed in a state of 
salvation; in a capacity of being finally 
saved ; firom which we must otherwise be 
excluded ; this conviction producing love, 
and love, obedience : that strong confidence 
of salvation of which I spoke may be some- 
times conveyed by the holy spirit as a com- 
fort to persevering Christians ; or it may be 
withdrawn, as he sees most expedient; 
but, being made heirs of immortality by 
the sacrifice of Christ, we have no other 
abiding scriptural assurance of our final 
reward than that which St. Paul at once 
humbly and triumphantly expresses — '' I 
have fought the good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith ! " That 
our faith in those glorious and awful things 
** which are not seen" may be crowned 
with an everlasting reward, let its first effect 
upon us be, earnest prayer for renewal of 
heart, and for the abiding gift of that good 
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spirit which, filling our souls with love, may 
cause us ever " to walk worthy of the vo- 
cation wherewith we are called." Else 
will our faith be vain. '' Faith that worketh 
by love" is sure of salvation ; but the greater 
confidence we build upon a dead faith, the 
deeper and more hopeless will be our fall. 
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SERMON XVI. 



ON CHRISTIAN HOPE, 



1 Peter, Hi. 15. 

Be ready always to give to every rnan thai 
asketh you, a reason of the hope that is in 
youy with meekness and fear. 

All who believe the Bible, know that after 
a few years at the utmost, they will enter 
upon a state which, without alteration, is to 
last for ever ; and that after death, they will 
discover whether this state is beyond ima- 
gination, glorious and happy, or wretched 
past the power of man's mind to conceive. 
If they had a certainty of reaping eternal 
joys after death, they would feel upon earth 
happiness little inferior to that which they 
expected in heaven; if, on the contrary. 
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they had a positive assurance that their 
eternity was to be passed in hell^ the tor* 
ments of hell would now rage without ceas- 
ing in their bosoms. The horrid certainty 
of such a fate would swallow up the time of 
mortal life which might remain to them ; 
casting its own fearful colour over every 
earthly pursuit or possession. To forget it 
for a moment would be impossible ; under 
its power, the gains of the cheat and the 
covetous would burn in their hands like 
melting lead; the laughter of dissolute com* 
panions would sound like the shrieks of the 
damned ; the cup of the drunkard taste 
like that, " the wine whereof is re<f and full 
mixed" with the fury of an avenging God. 
To be hopeless of salvation, and to be forced 
to confess such hopelessness to our own 
hearts would be found intolerable; every 
man therefore, however wicked, cheats him- 
self into something like hope ; into some 
notion that before he dies a change will be^ 
made by him, in him, or respecting him, 
which may at the least give him a reprieve 
from misery in a future state ; I mean every 
man who believes in heaven and hell ; if 




230 SERMONS FOR 

there be men who feel assured that there are 
neither, they may be as comfortable in the 
present world as the beasts whom they 
resemble. So necessary then is hope, that 
the most determined sinner can find no 
pleasure in his sin, unless he persuades 
himself that God, whom he insults in this 
life, will be gracious to him in that which 
is to come. 

It is true that this is, in great measure, 
**to hope against hope;" it is mere self- 
deceiving : but if this vain shadow have 
such power that it may give peace, how- 
ever false, broken, and imperfect, what 
shall yfk say of a true Christian hope ? 
Must not that be mighty — must not that 
be delicious which can fill the mind of a 
believer with a steady, clear prospect of 
his eternal inheritance-a prospect so near 
to certainty, as almost to begin the king- 
dom of heaven upon earth ? 

" The hope of the hypocrite shall pe- 
rish!"* while that which stands the trial 
of the word of God ripens into heavenly 
fruit, its counterfeit, self-deception, shall, 

^ Job, Tlii. 18. 
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at the touch of the finger of death, be 
changed into despair. If then we desire 
something better than a drug to quiet the 
tormenting fear of hell, if, with our eyes 
open, we would walk in the broad sun- 
shine of Christian hope, we must *' be 
ready to give to every man," to our own 
hearts especially, ** a reason for the hope 
that is in us." The purpose, therefore, of 
this sermon is, to lay open the grounds, 
the character, and the effects, of a sound 
scriptural hope, the '' hope that maketh 
not ashamed." 

The Bible has, in one short sentence, laid 
its foundation; it is, "faith whicR worketh 
by love." ** Mistaken and deceitful hopes 
of every kind are built upon faith ; for, if 
we believe not in things unseen, why do 
we yet hope for them ? If we rely upon 
no promises, how can we hope for them ? 
But deceitful hope is built upon mistaken 
or imperfect faith. There are those who 
say to Christ, " Lord, Lord !" yet " do not 
the things which he says:" what is the 
amount of their belief? They know that 

^ Galatians, v. 6. 
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he has died for sinners ; they know that 
" he is able to save to the uttermost those 
that come to God by him ; " they know 
that he is the Saviour, Lord, and Judge of 
all ; but he has said many things beside, 
of which, by their practice, they manifest 
their disbelief. They do not believe in the 
necessity of loving enemies, nor of bearing 
wrongs and reproaches without making an 
angry return : that their Lord has directed 
them so to act, they cannot be ignorant ; 
but they do not believe that their constant 
disregard to his directions on this head 
will endanger their salvation. The Spirit 
of the Lord has said, ** if ye live after the 
flesh ye shall die ;"*" they do live after the 
flesh. Though their carnal pleasures, their 
desire of gain, their worldly habits, and 
worldly maxims, lead the way to no other 
sins ; they at least cause them to forget, 
to neglect, to shun their God ; and that is 
no light sin against him who commanded 
that we should ** love him with all our 
hearts, with all our souls, and with all our 
strength. " They set their affections on 

c Romans, viii. 18. 
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things in this world ; indulge their carnal 
inclinations where a Christian is taught to 
mortify them ; suffer their earthly occupa- 
tions and enjoyments so to fill their minds 
and press them down to earth, that they 
neither relish nor patiently endure to think 
for any length of time upon their promised 
land, the heavenly Canaan ; nor upon him 
who dwells there in everlasting glory : yet 
they say, we hope. Do they therefore 
believe the Spirit of Jesus Christ, or that 
evil spirit who whispers, as he did to Eve, 
"ye shall not surely die?"** Not to repeat 
more instances, it may be said, in general, 
that such persons, living manifestly and 
confessedly in practices and in a state of 
mind contrary to the example and com- 
mandment of their Lord, can entertain a 
hope of salvation only by disbelieving, in 
many parts, his word. Such hope is built 
upon a wrong faith — it is founded upon 
the sand : when the wind, the mighty 
wind of God's wrath arises ; when the 
streams of his vengeance, and the flood 
of his justice, beat upon that house, it will 
faU, and great will be the fall thereof. 

<* Genesis, iii. 4. 
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Our faith then must be, first, sound. We 
must learn to believe correctly upon thos& 
points which relate directly to our salvation. 
Secondly, it must be entire. We must 
trust to no promise separate from its con- 
dition ; the precepts and the threatenings 
of the gospel must be heeded as well as its 
grace and mercies. The faith, in short, 
which is to support that tower of strength, 
a good and scriptural hope, must be a foun- 
dation compactly built and " fitly framed 
together." Now " faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God ; " if hope 
then depend upon a right faith, and the 
correctness of faith upon our knowledge of 
the divine word, it follows that our study 
therein will be diligent in proportion to the 
desire which we feel for a confidence which 
shall not fail us. He who reads or hears 
carelessly and coldly cannot firmly hope. 
We should '* live by every word which 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." His 
promises should be our spiritual food ; his 
commandments be written in our hearts, 
md entwined with our thoughts ; his will 
diould be a lanthorn to our feet ; his threat- 
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eoings, like the pillar of cloud, should move 

daily before our eyes. 

But, as the holy scriptures were first 
written in languages long since disused, 
and understood by a small number only 
among the general mass of Christians, their 
meaning, though they have been carefully 
turned into our own tongue, will frequently 
be best discovered by consulting the turn 
and force of the original language ; or, 
where this is unnecessary, some error may 
arise from ignorance of the manners, the 
forms of expression, and the modes of 
thinking, of the persons who wrote them, or 
of those to whom they were written ; fur- 
ther yet, many readers may, as many have 
done, "wrest the scriptures" to the support 
of felse doctrine, if " not to their own de- 
struction," for want of the habit and power 
of patiently comparing one passage with 
another, and bringing the whole light of 
gospel truth to bear upon and make mani- 
fest, texts capable perhaps of more than a 
single interpretation. The sincere, though 
unlearned Christian therefore, who searches 
his Bible to gather therefrom the hope of 
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glory, will always suspect the possibility 
of his applying to himself a condemnation 
which he has not reaped, or promises to 
which he has no claim ; of following a 
direction of scripture too literally ; or of 
mistaking the true intention of a command- 
ment ; he will in consequence attend upon 
the preaching of the appointed ministers of 
the word, and be willing to receive spiritual 
instruction from the church. This diligent 
and teachable application to the word of 
God, will prepare that correct knowledge, 
without which faith can be neither sound 
nor entire ; the foundation however of hope 
is as yet laid but in part ; this faith may be 
dead and fruitless ; that on which hope is 
built must live and " work by love." To 
the form of sound words, to the perfect and 
well-proportioned body of faith, a soul, a 
spirit, must be added ; and that the spirit 
of '' Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith." This is from heaven, and it is yielded 
to the prayer of a heart thirsting after par- 
don and righteousness. 

When a sense of peril and sinfulness takes 
possession of the soul, and we seek to fill 
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with comfortable hope that painful hollow 
which can no longer be filled by '' the 
things that are seen/' ** the spirit itself 
helpeth our infirmities/' and '' maketh in- 
tercession for us with groanings which can- 
not be uttered."* Then " he that searcheth 
the hearts, knoweth what is the mind of the 
spirit;" takes off the burthen of past trans- 
gression and repented iniquities ; cleanses 
and gives strength to the inward heart, and, 
with his holy son Jesus, comes and makes 
his abode with us. Then our advancement 
in Christian knowledge is increase of Chris- 
tian righteousness. The spirit which dwells 
and works within us is love. '* We love 
God because he first loved us ;"^ the ac- 
quaintance we now have with him, an 
acquaintance which they only have who 
come to him by Christ, compels us to de- 
sire further knowledge, and an approach 
yet nearer. We behold with admiration 
mixed with godly fear, that perfect justice 
which abhors all iniquity ; but we meditate 
with deep and secret joy upon the riches of 
that mercy and loving kindness which, 

• Romans, viii. 26. ' 1 John, iv. 19. 
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while we were yet sinners, gave Christ to 
die for us ; which meets a long way off the 
returning penitent, receiving froward, neg- 
lectful, corrupted, creatures into the adop- 
tion of sons. Henceforth also we '' delight 
in the law of God after the inward man;"' 
for the law, which is holy and just and good, 
is merely the reflection of the image of Grod ; 
and we know that every declaration of his 
will has for its object the sanctifying of 
our souls, that we may be able to abide for 
ever in his presence. We love his service, 
which is perfect freedom ; we love to show 
by our obedience, our gratitude for his ma- 
nifold mercies and unmerited grace ; we 
love to think of the heaven which he fills 
with light and joy ; we love to anticipate 
the time when we shall go to him and be at 
rest. Towards our fellows upon earth, and 
in all the concerns which relate to them, 
we are moved by the same spirit, it is of 
Christ; and though, dwelling in earthen 
vessels, it works less, perfectly, it is the 
same mind which was in him ; just, true, 
meek, patient, and affectionate. Thus by 

9 Romans, vii. 22. 




SUNDAY EVENINGS. 239 

obedience sprmging from love» is '' faitii 
made perfect ;" and on this faith alone is 
hope grounded and settled, not to be dis- 
turbed by the ringing of the angel's trum- 
pet, nor by the melting of the elements ; 
but holding our souls at anchor, firm and 
unalarmed until ** old things have passed 
away, and all things are become new/' 

Having placed this Christian grace upon 
its only true foundation, a lively faith ; 
which if we have, " we may give to every 
man that asketh us, a reason for the hope 
that is in us," let us next inquire into its 
genuine character; from whence further 
satisfaction may be drawn, that our own 
hope of salvation will not betray us *' in 
the hour of death and at the day of judg- 
ment." 

When the apostle directs his disciples to 
**give a reason for the hope that is in them 
with meekness and fear," we are to under- 
stand that he would have them explain 
their faith and confidence of reward with- 
out boasting, or unnecessarily defying their 
heathen enemies. Meekness, however, and 
fear, are qualities which apply well to their 
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hope itself : and in the many hollow pro* 
fessions of hope, to which a minister u 
with pain obliged to listen, even at the 
bed-side of the dying, meekness and fear 
are most commonly absent. To have in- 
jured no one, to have been more free from 
scandalous sins than some persons around 
them, to have kept their church, are the 
grounds upon which many go with confi- 
dence to the awful meeting with the Maker 
of their souls. But what is this? Which 
does it most resemble ? Meekness, the 
humble expectation of redeemed sinners ; 
or the presumption of the self-righteous 
Pharisee ? Grood works, to deserve heaven 
— good works, to endure the judgment of 
him who "charges his angels with folly" — 
must be perfect, unmixed with infirmity, 
unbalanced by acts of disobedience : but 
where lives, when died a man, whose du- 
ties, best-performed, were not deficient and 
continually interrupted by transgression ? 
When death is at hand, and hope is put 
upon its trial, rather may our souls depart 
all trembling with anxiety, or fainting with 
despondency, than cheered and strength- 
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ened thus ! The blood of the Lamb that 
was slain, the love that wills not the death 
of a sinner, the care of him who makes 
constant intercession for his flock — these 
are the Christian's plea ; for these mingle 
self-despising, self-abandoning meekness, 
with assurance the most cheerful. 

Fear also, if not in death, at least during 
our fight of faith, our day of probation, 
may well accompany the soundest hope : 
for, if St. Paul might have proved a cast- 
away, which of us shall dare to answer 
for himself, that he may not fall from his 
steadfastness ? Who shall confidently pro- 
nounce that of a surety, Christ is already 
formed in his heart ? 

The efiects of scriptural hope are shortly 
told. " He that hath this hope purifieth 
himself. " He who desires and expects 
eternity with angels, eternity with God 
most high, cannot but hate and fear the 
temptations of the world, and the defile- 
nients of the flesh. His daily care, his 
daily supplication, will be the sanctifica- 
tion of his immortal spirit. 

M 
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This then is the hope with which the 
gospel supplies believers : other than this 
is deceit and disappointment. Walking in 
feith and love^ looking forward with meek- 
ness and Godly fear, purifying our souls 
from their inbred corruption, we shall "be 
ready to give to every man that asketh us, 
a reason for the hope that is in us." But 
if these graces be strangers to us, if our 
confidence of reward want these marks, 
established by the word of truth, by how 
much is it better than despair ? Better in 
this, that, wearing the appearance of hope, 
it steals a few years from an eternity of 
horror, till death tears off its mask ; but in 
this far worse, that false ill-grounded hope 
hardens us in carelessness and impenitence ; 
while despair may drive us to repentance, 
and repentance lead us to believe unto 
salvation. Indifference on this subject is 
madness ; for if our hope be vain, heaven, 
the object of hope, is lost for ever. Hear, 
learn, study the scriptures with prayer ; 
become fully acquainted with your own 
i^h'cs ; compare your hope with the di- 
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ections of that heavenly guide ; and» if 
fon would find it genuine and unfeigned, 
^* work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling; give diligence to make your 
calling and election sure." '' Lay aside 
every weighty and the sin that doth so easily 
beset you ;" suspect the friendship of the 
world, fear its pleasures, despise its gains, 
if either or all may seem to interfere with 
that best of friends, that richest of enjoy- 
ments, that " pearl of great price," a good 
and quiet hope of everlasting life." " What 
shall it profit a man if he should gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul, or what 
shall' a man give in exchange for his soul ?" 



/ 



244 SERMONS FOR 



SERMON XVn. 



CHARITY OR CHRISTIAN LOVE. 



1 St. John^ iv. 7. 

Love is of God, and every one that loveth is 
bom of God and knoweth God. 

When the gospel begins its first opera- 
tions upon men, it finds them in the main 
all alike. Selfishness^ pride, and carnal 
desire> are the spirits which have dominion 
over them; by these their souls are co- 
loured ; by these, for the more part, their 
conduct is formed. To destroy these spirits, 
and in their room to plant those which are 
heavenly, is the work of the gospel. In 
heaven it was devised, and to fit men for 
heaven it was brought by the Son of God. 
tW new character therefore which it comes 
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to plant can be one only — the character of 
him who sends his Son, of him who reigns 
in heaven. The heart in which the good 
seed is sown and flourishes is changed from 
its natural character^ " earthly, sensual, 
devilish,'' to that which, proceeding from 
Grod, fills the whole space of heaven as 
light and heat are poured from the sun at 
mid-day. This character is love and ho- 
liness. 

Without intending to separate two Chris- 
tian graces, which, as one, are for ever 
wedded together, my present design is to 
consider the first particularly. 

" Love is of Grod, and every one that 
loveth is bom of God, and knoweth God." 
In one sense, as our souls and bodies were 
originally formed by the Almighty, every 
thing within man which is not evil is of 
God; and among the rest, that love and 
natural affection which has prevailed among 
all people at the worst of times. It cannot 
be supposed but that even at Sodom, Go- 
morrah, and Babylon, places wiped out 
from the sight and knowledge of man for 
their wickedness, such affection was shewn 

m3 
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in numberless instances between friends, 
kindred, husbands and wives, parents and 
children. But the same qualities have been 
repeatedly observed among brute animals ; 
who are not only capable of being strongly 
moved by affection for their offspring, but 
also by attachment to one another, to ani- 
mals of a different kind, even to human 
beings. These qualities, therefore, have 
nothing to do with the salvation of the soul ; 
they are not of grace ; they are no marks 
of a regenerated and heavenly disposition ; 
they are not, in the apostle's sense, of God. 
Love in this carnal sense has been deeply 
felt, and in the most lively manner exhi- 
bited by persons who certainly could not 
be said to have been born of God, nor to 
have known God, inasmuch as they have 
lived and died in open contempt of his com- 
mandments. 

That Christian grace which in the text 
is called love, and which the scriptures as 
frequently term charity, is a quality of a 
much higher and very different nature. 
Not confined to a few objects peculiarly 
united to us by ties of blood, by mutual 
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favours^ or by similarity of disposition, it is, 
like him from whom it comes, unbounded, 
universal. He who has it, has it for every 
being. Towards his God it takes chiefly 
the character of reverence, gratitude, and 
devotion ; towards the good angels and 
holy Christian brethren, that of admiration 
and regard ; towards dumb animals, that of 
tenderness ; towards sinners, may I dare to 
say towards the father of sin himself, that 
of compassion and concern ; but through- 
out, it is the same feeling, the same grace, 
that of Christian love. Being mingled 
with our natural affection for our kindred, 
connections, and chosen friends, this ex- 
alts, strengthens, and purifies it. Though 
enemies wrong, persecute, revile, defame, 
love keeps down, and in time takes away 
from the Christian's heart, resentment and 
revenge. It cannot distinguish between 
friends who honour, and enemies who an- 
noy. Against. the latter we must be upon 
our guard, probably we may be compelled 
to execute justice upon them ; to the for- 
mer we lay open our hearts and manifest 
our esteem ; but both alike are objects of 
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love or charity. St. Paul, by the Holy 
Spirit, has spoken largely of this most ex- 
cellent gift; "Charity," he says, ^^suffereth 
Umg and is kind, charity awUih not, charity 
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, is not ea- 
sily provoked, doth not behave itself unseemly, 
seeketh not her own, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth 
not in iniquity; but rgoiceth in the truth. 
Beareth all things, believeth all things, hapeth 
all things, endurtth all things" * 

Imagine now a person clothed with this 
Spirit, and in his ordinary actions, thoughts 
and feelings, completely and constantly 
under its power : this, or nearly this, will 
be his character. The injustice, falsehood, 
malice, and violence of others, cannot stir 
up in his breast a harsh, revengeful, or 
ungentle feeling. Though men perversely 
reject the good he purposes to do them; 
though, in return for his kind intentions, 
they hold him up to ridicule, or expose 
him to danger — his desire to benefit them 
is not extinguished. If his lot be cast in 
poverty, and lowliness, and sufiering, he 
is content cheerfully to bear and to do 

» 1 Corinthians, xiii. 4. 
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the will of him who disposes all things. 
Though an example to the world of holy 
living, though possessed of extraordinary 
gifts, he is humble-minded ; claiming no 
prmise; shunning admiration. Far from 
that low, malignant, and selfish character, 
which looks with secret satisfaction upon 
the frailties of a neighbour, because it en- 
ables hun to say, " God, I thank thee that 
I am not as other men are :" this person 
feels a positive delight in the virtues that 
come before his observation, and laments 
with unfeigned concern the blindness, 
backslidings and obstinacy of those about 
him. His own advantage, his own conve- 
nience, is disregarded, if by that disregard 
his two great objects can be promoted — 
the h<)pour of his Grod, and the real wel- 
fare of his fellow-creatures. 

In this pursuit he is never weary : his 
endeavours may be long and generally un- 
successful — ^he renews them still, hoping 
that the divine blessing may in the end 
"prosper the work of his hands upon him." 
This is Christian love, this— but I need 
not say more, for you already know the 
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picture — yes, it is Jesus! ** Behold the 
Mam!'* In this character did he, who 
took upon him the fonn of a servant, and in 
our own nature became our elder brother, 
in this character did he exhibit himself for 
our imitation. 

In him, the manner in which a Christian's 
love acts towards firiendi and enemies, was 
remarkably displayed ; to his faithfully at- 
tached disciples, St. John and Lazarus, 
he returned a friendship passing that of 
brothers ; for those who spumed his salva- 
tion he wept ; for those who mocked the 
agonies of his execution he implored for- 
giveness. 

Not however, as his mortal body, was 
this spirit put on for a season or for a parti- 
cular end; on the eternal throne of his 
glory it was his, for " God is love." What- 
ever partakes of his nature, draws from him 
this spirit of charity and loving-kindness 
as from an unceasing fountain. Over the 
hosts, principalities, and powers, which en- 
joy the fulness of bliss in the presence of 
the Most Highest, love reigns unchecked 
and perfect ; as common and as necessary 
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to all as the atmosphere which we breathe. 
As the planets draw light from the sun and 
bestow it upon each other, so, in the habi- 
tation of the blessed, is that love mutually 
imparted which each happy seraph receives 
from the Father of all goodness. And thus, 
when " God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself/' he led his peculiar 
people, his elect, by instruction, by ex- 
ample, by command, to live as himself, 
and as the angels in heaven; in undisturbed 
gentleness and affection. ''A new com- 
mandment," he said, ''give I unto you that 
ye love one another, as I have loved you 
that ye also love one another."** Where- 
soever then his gospel is preached, there 
it is expected, it is demanded, that this 
spirit shall be in men, '' which was also 
in Christ Jesus, " universal good- will or 
charity. But in Christian countries, there 
are wars which destroy the lives of mil- 
lions, the happiness of tens of millions. 
In Christian countries, the blood of Abel 
produces harvests, which seem to double 
themselves in every succeeding generation. 

b JohD, xiii. S4. 
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For cursed lucre, to satisfy rage, to main- 
tain pride, men smite and slaughter like 
the savages who know no spirit save their 
own unbridled passions. In Christian coun- 
tries they defraud, wrangle, slander, hate, 
revenge ; and these crimes, these deep of- 
fences against the law of love, do not rarely 
happen ; they are not monsters which we 
meet with shuddering and astonishment, 
but things so common, that we cannot 
readily imagine a society void of them. 
And why is this ? Because to bear the 
name of Christ is easy, to partake of his 
nature requires labour and self-sacrifice. 
It will be said that fraud, slander, animo- 
sity, and malice, though too often witnessed 
in Christian nations, are the sius of those 
who do not seriously make even outward 
profession of a Christian's hope. Does this 
agree with experience ? In trade and trans- 
actions of the like nature, in how many of 
his whole acquaintance can each man place 
entire confidence, secure that no dishonest 
advantage will be taken, no gain be at- 
tempted at his expence ? In private life, 
if we observe a family where all interests 
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are as one ; where self-seeking, pride, and 
strife, have no place, we are filled with ad- 
miration. In the world, some may be found 
who never speak of another's character but 
to praise it; some who are slow to take 
offence ; but we act in public as if we ex- 
pected to find few such. Wherefore must 
this be ? Wherefore must the people, over 
whom God has shed his ** marvellous light," 
be distinguished from the heathen, in little 
but in bearing the name of him to whose 
spirit they are strangers, whose gospel they 
dishonour ? Because, ** many are called but 
few are chosen." The light of the gospel 
is indeed shed in abundance ; but men will 
not " come to the light because their deeds 
are evil." They will take the name of 
Christ, for the Christian's is now an ho- 
nourable profession ; and they know that 
" there is no other name given under hea- 
ven whereby we may be saved." But as 
the followers of Moses could not bear the 
brightness of his countenance when he came 
down from the mount, so these Christians 
shrink from the full light which the gospel 
pours into the secret hiding places of their 



254 SERMONS FOR 

carnal minds. There is in the world a kind 
of bastard Christianity, which contrives to 
unite together the faith of Jesus with the 
indulgences of an unchanged nature. A 
covenant seems to be made between men's 
souls and the God of this world ; they are 
to be allowed to bow the knee in the temple 
of the Lord, that they may satisfy them- 
selves with some colour of hope ; and he 
is to lose no substantial power over their 
hearts. This is so general, that it may be 
called ** another gospel/' which has taken 
place of the original. In outward profes- 
sion, in acknowledgment of the truth, in 
forms and ordinances, it is the religion of 
Jesus Christ ; but that which is the excel- 
lence, the distinguishing character of his 
gospel, its opposition to the inclinations of 
our corrupted nature, and its harmony with 
the divine nature, is, in the false gospel of 
the world, disguised or lost. Of nothing 
is this more true than of Charity, or Chris- 
tian love; it is a grace directly opposed 
to the favourite passions of unregenerated 
man, to his self-will, pride, and violence ; 
and it is in as perfect agreement with the 
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alcHie who are " bom of God z" and of this 
second birth, the proof is lore : ** he that 
loreth not, knoveth not God. fer God is 
love." The <lirecbon of Christ to his true 
disciple is, ** 9bidt in me and I in tou :** 
and '' henhv know we that we dwell in 
him and he in ns, because he hath given 
lis of his spirit-**' 

With a harboor in view so secure and 
delightful as *' salTation which is in Christ 
Jesus," how great is the fMj of beating 
about in the imsettled ocean of a carnal 
life ! With landmarks and beacons so true 
as in these and similar sentences of the holy 
scriptures, how must we be left without ex- 
cuse if we come short of so great salvation ! 
* We must prove our own selves whether we 

c 1 John, !▼. 13. 
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be in the faith ; whether that spirit of the 
blessed Jesus dwell indeed within us, with- 
out which we have " a name to live," but 
are in truth '^ dead in trespasses and sins." 
In such examinajtion, the grace of charity, 
which has formed the subject of this dis* 
course, will of itself enable us to come to a 
satisfactory conclusion respecting our pre- 
sent state ; and (which cannot exist without 
that satisfaction) to the '' hope that maketh 
not ashamed," the hope which purifies, the 
hope which gives victory over death and 
the grave. 

If love, the spirit of Christ, dwell in truth 
within us, it will discover itself in the ge- 
neral bent of our souls towards God and 
man. That openness of affection with 
which Adam regarded his Creator in Pa- 
radise, will have revived in us. In all who 
are Jiot born anew of the spirit, dislike and 
fear are the feelings which are excited by 
thoughts of the true God. In us these will 
be exchanged for confidence, love, and gra- 
titude. While others shun his presence as 
that of a judge who sternly condemns the 
pursuits on which they fix their affections. 
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and are never at ease in their minds mdl 
the lirightness of their Maker is shut out 
from them ; we, on the contrary, shall find 
our truest pleasure in approaching close to 
him by heayenly thoughts, and the commu- 
nion of the heart's secret prayer. They are 
inclined to avoid him, because the spirit of 
the world which is in them lusteth to evil, 
and is opposite to the divine nature ; we 
shall seek and cleave to him, because, his 
own spirit being shed abroad in our hearts, 
we shall partake of his nature though in a 
most imperfect degree ; and, though at the 
humblest distance, have fellowship with 
him who dwells in love and holiness. A 
disposition like this, must of necessity, in 
proportion as it prevails over our carnal na- 
ture, render those services most grateful 
which we know to be most acceptable to 
our Almighty Parent ; those pursuits and 
indulgences most odious which are furthest 
from the divine character, and which tend 
most powerfully to separate from us the 
light of his countenance. In all the actions 
which concern, and the feelings which have 
regard to man, we shall be governed by the 




258 SERMONS FOR 

same spirit ; whether we have to do with 
friends or enemies^ love will exalt affection, 
or moderate resentment; gentleness, for- 
bearance, and compassion, like oil poured 
upon stormy waters, will create around us 
and within us, a peace that passeth all 
worldly understanding ; a foretaste of that 
heavenly softness and quiet which reigns 
for ever undisturbed, " where the wicked 
cease from troubling, and the weary are at 
rest." By this spirit, in a word, " feith 
worketh." The thoughts, words, and works, 
of a Christian are merely fruits which spring 
and ripen from this plant which the Lord 
has planted. " We are God's workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works," 
that in renewed and sanctified hearts we 
should fulfil the law ; and '' love," as St. 
Paul declares, " is the fulfilling of the law ;"^ 
for "love worketh no evil." It will not 
suffer the man whom it possesses to disho- 
nour God, or to injure a fellow creature. 

I will finish these remarks by placing 
the substance of them in few words before 
you. Charity, or Christian love, is the spirit 

' Romans, ziii. 10. 
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which God gives to all whom he makes his 
own sons by adoption ; without it, we can- 
not work the works of faith ; without it, we 
are none of his who " so loved the world" 
that he gave himself for it, " to the end that 
all who believe in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." Would we have 
evidence that we are born of God ; that we 
shall not perish with those who know him 
not ; let it be our ui^nt prayer that the 
following divine sentences may be written 
in our hearts ; *^ He that loveth not his bro- 
ther abideth in death ;"• " If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him."^ 

« John, iii. 14. ' John, ii. 19. 
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SERMON XVIII. 



THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. 



Matthew, xxvi. 26, 27, 28. 

And as tfuy were eating, Jesus took bread, 
and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, take, eat, this is my body. 

And he took the cup and gave thanks, and 
gave it to them saying, drink ye all of it ; 

For this is my blood of the New TestamefU, 
which is shed for many for the remission of 
si?is. 

In these verses from St. Matthew, we have 
an account of the manner in which our 
blessed Lord first ordained and gave to his 
disciples that holy sacrament, the commu- 
nion of his body and blood ; a sacrament of 
which every Christian ought to partake ; of 
which indeed, he who is truly a Christian, 
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will partake, unless prevented by actual 
necessity. As our people, however, con- 
tinue to show so strong a disinclination to 
join in an act of public worship so blessed, 
so peculiar to the faith which saveth us, 
some simply from want of knowledge, others 
from a less pardonable cause ; more than one 
discourse may be profitably devoted to the 
consideration ; first, of the nature of the 
Sacrament of the Lord's supper ; secondly, 
of the various excuses offered by those who 
refuse to do so ; thirdly, of that which is 
really an unworthy, and therefore a dange- 
rous partaking thereof. 

The present discourse will treat of the 
nature of the Lord's Supper, and of our duty 
respecting it. To give you a full under- 
standing of the nature and intention of this 
holy sacrament, I must begin by directing 
your attention to the earliest part of the 
Jewish history, as it is written in the twelfth 
chapter of Exodus. When the Lord, by 
the hand of his servant Moses, was about to 
lead Israel his people from their bondage in 
the land of Egypt, he commanded every 
family to '' kill a lamb without blemish. 
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and having taken of the blood, to strike it 
upon the two side posts and opon the door 
post of the house wherein they should eat 
it. For ^* said the Lord, " I will pass 
thiough the land of Egypt this nighty and 
will smite aU the first bom of the land of 
EgrpL both man and beast ; and the blood 
shall be to you for a token upon the houses 
where ve are ; and when I see the blood, 
I will pass orer you ; and the plague shall 
not be upott you to destroy you when I 
smite the land of Egypt ; and this day ^Aall 
be unto you for a memorial, and ye shall 
keep it a feast to the Lord throughout your 
generations ; ye shall keep it a feast by an 
ordinance for ever/' Accordingly, ** at 
midnight the Lord smote all the first-born 
in the land of Egypt, from the first-bmn of 
Pharaoh that sat upon his throne, unto the 
first-bom of the captive that was in the 
dungeon. And there was a great cry in 
Egypt: for there was not a house where 
there was not one dead. But the Israelites 
upon whose houses the blood of the Lamb 
was stricken, were passed aver, and they 
escaped out of Egjrpt from the hand of 
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but by whom is it to be thus held, if every 
member of our congregations thinks himsek* 
at liberty to neglect or to receive it at his 
pleasure ? 

The Jews on no account absented them- 
selves from their passover ; it was the sign 
of their faith, the seal of their safety ; much 
more ought we to renew our remembrance 
of his benefits ; for *' we know in whom we 
have believed/' Christ the Lamb " hath 
been evidently set forth crucified amongst 
us." This then is one principal purpose of 
the holy sacrament, to keep alive amongst 
Christians a perpetual remembrance of the 
death of (yjipst, and of the benefits which we 
receive thereby. Another is ** the strength- 
ening and refreshing of our souls, as our 
bodies are by the bread and wine." In 
order to convey to his disciples a full per- 
suasion that he was the only stay and sup- 
port of a guilty world, their only means of 
obtaining eternal life, he repeats again and 
again in the sixth chapter of St. John, that 
expression, " I am the bread of life." He 
calls himself the Manna which, when the 
Jews hungered in the wilderness, was sent 
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down from heaven to sustain their lives : 
and he declares distinct! v, that he onlv that 
eateth him, his flesh and blood, shall live 
by him. But how can we eat the flesh of 
the son of man ? or to what end i Of 
course we cannot actually, and in a carnal 
manner, feed upon that glorified body which 
sitteth at the right hand of the Father : nor, 
were the supposition less impious than it is, 
would our doing so profit us any thing. " It 
is the spirit that quickeneth/* or giveth life ; 
'' the words that he speaketh unto us, they 
are spirit and they are life.*' " I," said our 
Lord, ** am the living bread which came 
down froin heaven ; if any man «tt of this 
bread he shaH live for ever ; and the bread 
which I will give is my flesh, which I will 
give for the life of the world." Upon this 
crucified flesh we are to feed, not literally, 
but spiritually, in our hearts ; that is, we 
are to believe that Christ, dying in the form 
and nature of man, procures for us forgive- 
ness of sing and life everlasting ; we are to 
meditate deeply and gratefully upon the 
love and suflSciency manifested in this re- 
demption ; we are humbly and entirely to 

N 2 
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accept it ; we are to place therein our whole 
trust and confidence. But what, some may 
enquire, has the eating and drinking of 
actual bread and wine at the communion 
table to do with this exercise of the heart ? 
This I proceed to show. Although without 
the bodily receiving of these, the soul of a 
faithful Christian may feed, as the gospel 
requires, upon the body and blood of his 
Saviour ; yet many, through the weakness 
of their faith, the corruption of their heart, 
and the worldly temptations which tend 
constantly to withdraw the soul from hea- 
venly things, might, as indeed too many do, 
live withji^p heeding sufficiently this great 
salvation. It was therefore with a know- 
ledge and consideration of human infirmity, 
that our blessed Master thought fit to join 
with this spiritual feeding upon him, the 
use of bread and wine, as outward and 
visible signs of that inward and spiritual 
grace. Beholding the bread, of which he 
said, ** this is my body which is given for 
you," the wine, which he himself called 
" his blood, which was shed for many," and 
receiving them into our bodies, we have a 
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Strong and lively idea and remembrance of 
the benefits which, by his precious blood- 
shedding, he hath ordained for our souls ; 
we feed on him in our hearts by faith with 
thanksgiving ; we receive " him crucified," 
as our only hope of life eternal ; we give 
ourselves up to his service ; "we dwell in 
him and he in us." From these conside- 
rations arises a further obligation upon us 
as Christians to attend regularly at the 
Lord's supper. Who is so ignorant of the 
deceitfulness, the unrighteousness of man's 
heart, that he does not feel the necessity of 
such a religious service to awaken his de- 
votion and to increase his faith ? ■. Who is so 
presumptuous that he will not confess him- 
self often led by carnal pursuits or a cooling 
love, to forget the " Lord that bought him ?" 
If one there be so happily advanced in re- 
ligion, so well-grown in grace, that his 
delight is daily to think upon " the mystery 
of Godliness, God manifest in the flesh ;" 
daily to be conformed unto him in whom he 
trusts; that man, above all others, will find 
it impossible to turn his back upon the altar, 
when the Lord invites him to his supper. 

N 3 
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Furthermore and lastly, the design and 
<)bject of the communion was to join toge- 
ther all the believers in Jesus Christ in 
one common bond of love and charity. He 
can be but slightly acquainted with ihe 
scriptures, who perceives not that good^ 
will and brotherly kindness towards one 
another was one of the principal virtues 
taught by the gospeL Our blessed Saviour 
so considered this the particular mark of 
his own religion, that he called it his. new 
commandment. '' A new commandment 
give I unto you, that ye love one another : 
as I have loved you, that ye also love one 
another/'^ The exceeding greatness, the 
tenderness of love with which he loved us, is 
applied as an argument to stir up his people 
to mutual affection : and it is bound more 
firmly upon our souls by the frequent and 
solemn assurance. that, if we are destitute 
of that most excellent gift of charity which 
is the very bond of peace and of all virtues, 
our professions will be disregarded, our 
faith vain, our transgressions unforgiven^ 
Now nothing can be better calculated to 

^ John, xiii. S4. 
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keep alive and to cherish this grace within 
us, than a frequent attendance at the sa- 
crament of the supper of the Lord : that 
is if our hearts as well as our knees and 
lips are engaged in the service. While 
worshipping together at the altar of him 
who called himself our brother, who mani- 
fested his love to us by the bitterest suffer- 
ings, endured with the sweetest patience ; 
while sharing in the tokens of that love 
with hearts softened by humility and gra- 
titude, who, especially when they reflect 
that thereon depends the forgiveness of 
that load of trespasses which they are lay- 
ing at the foot of the cross, who can with- 
hold forgiveness for any offences which a 
fellow sinner has committed against them ? 
Who can think and rely upon the amazing 
love of Christ in dying for us, and not 
reflect a portion of that tenderness to every 
son of Adam ? I need not say that on this 
account also, that we may receive increase 
of charity, and make public manifestation 
thereof in the church of God, it is the com- 
mon duty of all Christians to assemble at 
the Lord's table. Do you still hesitate? 
Do your hearts still answer the invitation 
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of your heavenly King with a cold refusal ? 
Are you still framing excuses when you 
should accept it with joy and thankfulness ? 
If neither the pious duty of remembering 
your Saviour's deaths neither the oppor- 
tunity of strengthening your souls, nor of 
uniting with Christian brethren in the bonds 
of charity, can prevail to bring you to the 
passover of the New Testament, listen at 
least with seriousness to the last argument 
which I shall offer ; and, having heard it, 
reflect whether you can still refuse to come 
without abandoning all claim to the title of 
Christians ; and to that salvation which the 
name implies. It is this, Christ, our Pass- 
over, commanded all his disciples to partake 
of this holy sacrament ; and the command 
is given in language as positive as he ever 
made use of, " this do in remembrance of 
me, drink ye all of it." It was given too 
under circumstances which should induce 
us by every consideration of gratitude and 
affection to obey it without hesitation. One 
night only remained before his hour came ; 
that fearful hour, when the deepest distress 
aud agony of which the body and soul of 
hMH is capable, was to be undergone ; it 
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was whilst he looked forward to this hour 
with a full knowledge of its bitterness, yet 
with a solemn and a touching patience, that 
calling the bread of the communion his 
body, about to be pierced and broken for 
our salvation, he gave it them, saying, '' this 
do in remembrance of me/' That calling 
the wine his blood *' that is shed for the 
remission of sins/' he said '' drink ye all of 
this ! " Of what must that person's heart 
be made, who can slight and disobey a 
command given by such a friend and at 
such an hour ? 

How can we hope to receive the benefits 
of this his precious bloodshedding, if we 
cannot resolve to bring it to our remem- 
brance, as our dying Saviour has required ? 
Add to these reflections that most impor- 
tant consideration, that he who did all this 
for our salvation, he who requested this of 
us almost with his dying breath, he who 
has laid it upon us as a positive command- 
ment and decree — is Emmanuel, the mighty 
God, the everlasting Father. See therefore 
" that ye refuse not him that speaketh." 
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SERMON XIX. 



ON THE LORDS SUPPER. 



1 Cor. xi. 28. 

But let a man examine himself, and so let him 
eat of that bread and drink of that cup. 

If it be granted that to partake of the 
sacrament of the Lord's supper is no less 
a Christian's duty, than to obey any other 
commandment of his divine master, the 
reasons which prevail upon many to neglect 
this part of their religious service should be 
indeed strong, and grounded upon evident 
authority of scripture. That the excuses 
generally made are both weak and im war- 
ranted, it may be necessary, but it will 
not be difficult to maintain. 

Those who allow their obligation to par- 
^p, of the communion at some period of 
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their lives, must, during their present diso- 
bedience, satisfy themselves that it is good 
and right to refuse it; having an inten- 
tion before death to return, on this point 
also, to their duty. Now, not to mention 
the possibility that they may be snatched 
away by death before they have an oppor- 
tunity to receive the sacrament at all ; 
being thus set before the face of their Judge 
under all the guilt of having disobeyed his 
last commandment ; such persons may be 
asked whether they understand the mean- 
ing and purpose of this holy sacrament. 
Why are we told to do this in remem- 
brance of our crucified Lord? — why did 
he say ^* do this as oft as ye shall drink 
it in remembrance of me?" — Not surely 
that we should recal him to our minds 
upon a death-bed, when a few hours or 
minutes must show him to us as he is ; 
but that the frequent, solemn, and regular 
recceiving of the sanctified bread and wine 
might breed in us an abiding and affec- 
tionate recollection of his exceeding great 
love to sinners ; and that such recollection 
might excite us to a zealous imitation of 
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our master, an active obedience, and an 
abundant manifestation of the fruits of the 
Spirit. To suppose that this sacrament 
will act as a charm, to fit for heaven a 
soul which has spent its time of earthly 
trial in making provision for the flesh, is an 
error most absurd and mischievous. Nei- 
ther is it to be viewed as a sign or practical 
declaration of a certain advancement which 
the Christian may have made in grace. A 
sign it is, and mark of our profession ; but 
we profess no more than our intention and 
unfeigned desire to live by Grod's help as 
becomes the redeemed of the Lord : if we 
have already received grace so to walk, we 
give praise to the Giver of all goodness in 
silence and in fear: if we be weak in faith, 
and our desire stem with difficulty the flood 
of inbred corruption, we seek in the Lord's 
supper that *' strength " which " is perfect 
in our weakness."*" Nor is it possible to 
conceive a service, in our present circum- 
stances, better adapted to that end. The 
bread broken, and the wine poured out, at 
this holy feast, bring to our minds, in many 

» 2 Corinthians, xix. 9. 
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Striking and touching views, the sacrifice of 
our beloved Redeemer ; with the benefits 
which flow therefrom. We remember how 
often he called himself '' the bread of life/'^ 
'' the bread which came down from hea- 
ven ;" how he said " except ye eat my flesh 
and drink my blood, ye have no life in you." 
We remember that when he appointed this 
holy sacrament, he was eating his last sup- 
per with his disciples, looking forward with 
painful forethought, yet with constancy in- 
vincible, to the dreadful death which the 
next day was to bring. Careless indeed, 
and stony must be our hearts if these things, 
freshly and strongly brought to mind, do 
not compel us to love, to reverence, and to 
follow, this suficring Saviour ; to feed on 
him in our hearts, and to desire to be filled 
with his spirit. We approach too his table 
after diligent communing with our own 
hearts, careful searching of our spirits, and 
a strict examination into our past actions, 
our present habits of life, our views, purpo- 
ses, and inclinations, whether they be in 
accordance with the pure and holy laws of 

k John, Ti. 48. 
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the gospel of Christ. We confess whatever 
iniquity or failures we may have discovered, 
we seriously resolve to use diligence and 
faithfulness in amending them; and we 
join in earnest prayer for the blessing of 
that spirit, without which, we can do no- 
thing. We come finally with every uncha- 
ritable and angry feeling subdued by a sense 
of duty, and melted into gentleness by the 
spirit of love which our preparation for this 
sweet service has awaked within us. Let 
all be crowned by trust and faith in him, 
whose crucified body we do then truly and 
indeed receive into our hearts, and it must 
be allowed that no service can be more fitted 
to purify our souls, to strengthen our reso- 
lutions, to call down into our bosoms the 
blessings of the Holy Spirit. 

This being the intention and use of the 
holy communion, what must we think of 
those who put ofi* receiving it to their old 
age, or to their death-bed ? If the gift of 
the Spirit is to be had as well without it 
now, it may be had without it then ; and 
that which Christ so solemnly appointed for 
our benefit, will prove to be in fact no be- 




SUNDAY EVENINGS. 279 

nefit at all. Of one thing more such self- 
excusers should be reminded ; if, during 
the best portion of the- time*allotted for 
their, growth in grace, they refuse to seek, 
through the means provided by their Lord, 
spiritual strength and renewal unto righte- 
ousness, it is of all things most improbable 
that, if they be spared to grow old, they will 
then have the desire to turn truly to him 
whoni they disobeyed in the season of health 
and power. Not once only, therefore, but 
constantly, from youth upward, this sacra- 
ment must be received by Christians, if 
they would reap the spiritual benefits which 
it is intended and calculated to bestow ; 
advancement in grace, and habitS'-of true 
religion, without which, old age will be 
like an unprepai*ed and defenceless city 
waiting the assault of a dreadful enemy. 

Many however, not denying that attend- 
ance at the Lord's table is an indispensable 
Christian duty, as well as a great help to- 
wards the salvation of their souls, will argue 
that their present state and circumstances 
so unfit them for it, that to receive it would 
do them more harm than good. The minis- 
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ters and messengers of Christ come to them, 
and in his name exhort, invite, command 
them to join in the Lord's supper ; they 
answer, we know it ought to be done, and 
we hope one day to do it, but at present the 
burthen and uneasiness of bringing up a 
family, of managing our domestic concerns, 
or of conducting our worldly business, pre- 
vent our being properly prepared for so 
serious an engagement. Humble and rea- 
sonable as this excuse may at first sight 
appear, it is one which, as it cannot be ac- 
ceptable to our heavenly Master, ought not 
to be offered to his servants. He who said 
to his people, " do this in remembrance of 
me," was well aware that most of them 
would have families and household business 
to take up much of their time and attention . 
If these of necessity make men unfit for the 
service he requires of them, would he not 
have made allowance for them ? would he 
not have said, and his apostles in hii$ name, 
that until men had got rid of such hin- 
drances they should not join in the commu- 
nion ? Yet no such exceptions are made ; 
on the contrary, all are bidden to partake. 
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and in the Acts, we read that all disciples 
did in fact partake thereof/ In truth, the 
persons who rely upon such excuses, ought 
to understand well their own meaning, and 
to be satisfied that religion and reason do 
not condemn pretences so readily approved 
of by their own inclinations. Disregard to 
religion in general can alone unfit a man for 
the Lord's supper. Do they mean that the 
quantity and pressure of their worldly con- 
cerns prevent them from giving sufficient 
attention to religion ? Then their attention 
to the world is sin ; for it is better that their 
bodies should perish, than that their souls 
and bodies should be for ever lost. It never 
need be so ; for in every class and profes- 
sion, examples enough may be found of 
those who, paying the closest attention to 
worldly duties more than usually burden- 
some, have shone before men as burning and 
shining lights in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
The engagements which do not hinder the 
practice of true religion, can be no good 
reason for neglecting that particular part of 
religion, attendance at the sacrament of the 

« Acts, ii. 42. 
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Lord's supper. The unfitness, however, 
complained of, is supposed to arise not so 
much from constant occupation, as from 
anxiety and vexation, which, caused by a 
pressure of worldly cares, banish a religious 
spirit. It must be confessed that such cares, 
whatever produces them, whether the main- 
tenance of a family, the management of bu- 
siness, or the pursuit of gain, are very apt 
to take too great hold of the mind ; and to 
give birth to hastiness of temper, over-much 
trouble or covetousness, all dangerously op- 
posite to the spirit of the gospel ; but, as 
has been already observed, if the things of 
this world and the next interfere with each 
other, this world must be sacrificed ; ** ye 
cannot serve God and Mammon !"^ That 
patience, meekness, honesty, and piety, may 
go hand in hand with diligence in earthly 
things, many Christians have lived and live 
still to prove; and, if those or other Chris- 
tian graces be in danger during our worldly 
pursuits, so far from forming an excuse for 
neglect of the communion, this is the strong- 
est possible reason for applying to that and 

d Matthew, vi. 24. 
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every other religious ordinance, for strength 
and safety. 

Young persons of a lively temper, and 
therefore fond of gaiety and amusement, are 
very generally absent from the Lord's table; 
although such, we should especially desire 
to see at a service so excellently calculated 
to. preserve them from the perils to which 
their age and disposition. peculiarly dispose 
them. They fear, apparently, lest the se- 
rious engagements entered into at the holy 
table, should prove in some way a hindrance 
to their pleasures ; and conceive that the 
present gaiety of their disposition agrees ill 
with that solemn act of worship. There is 
in this excuse a confusion of right and wrong 
potions, between which it may be suspected 
the persons in question are not always wil- 
ling to distinguish. They rightly judge 
that the sacrament is a solemn service, and 
the engagements made there of a most se- 
rious nature; they conclude rightly, that to 
attend with a mind incapable of religious 
reflection, drown,ed in frivolity and love of 
amusement, is most unbecoming and dan- 
gerous. But if they imagine that true reli- 
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gioD cannot dwell in a gay and cheerful 
heart, or that its professors must necessa- 
rily sacrifice all worldly amusements, they 
greatly wrong both religion and themselves. 
They need not be told that amusements, in 
their own nature injurious to a Christian 
spirit, or indulged to such an excess as to 
drive away all serious thought, are carnal 
and fatal to the soul ; that gaiety lighted at 
the mirth of the ungodly, or pleasures drawn 
from the fountain of sin, not only unfit them 
for the company of Christ's true worship- 
pers, but, while unrepented of, must pre- 
vent them from entering into the joy of 
their Lord. Let their amusements be such 
as Christ in the flesh might have smiled 
upon, their gaiety be the bright flower of 
religion, rooted in a conscience void of of- 
fence, and who can be more acceptable 
guests than they at the table of our kind 
and gracious Saviour ? 

A considerable number are kept away by 
fears excited in their minds by the judgment 
pronounced by St. Paul, in his epistle to 
the Corinthians, *' he that eateth and drink^^ 
eth unworthily, eateth and drinketh dam- 
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nation to himself, not discerning the Lord's 
body;" having few settled ideas upon the 
subject of religion, they know not but that 
they may be liable to the penalty, by eating 
and drinking unworthily ; which penalty, 
believing it to be the eternal punishment of 
their souls, they think it prudent to avoid, 
though by committing that which they think 
a lighter offence, disobedience to the ordi- 
nance of Christ. 

If this reason for being absent be, as is 
almost always the case, merely an excuse 
to cover a sinful unwillingness to come, it 
deserves no reply but that of the exhortation 
in the book of Common Prayer — ''Where- 
fore then do ye not repent and amend ?" 
If it really alarms timid and scrupulous 
persons, otherwise desirous to receive the 
sacrament, they will find comfort and as- 
surance from the following explanation of 
the text in question, upon which all our 
best divines are agreed. The sin of eating 
and drinking at the Lord's table unwor- 
thily, like any other transgression, will be 
forgiven upon repentance; the word there- 
fore translated in our Bibles damnation, sig- 
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nifies not the certain destruction of the 
soul, but condemnation or judgment : that 
St. Paul meant thereby punishment in this * 
present life is clear, from the verse that 
follows, " For this caiBse many are weak 
and sickly among you, and many sleep:'' 
as our Prayer-book has it; they were-"pu-:' 
nished with diverse diseases and sundry 
kinds of death." The same. correctioli was 
inflicted upon those Israelite who, at the 
feast of the passover, put not all leaven out 
of their houses.^ This immediate judgment, 
sent upon the body not for the destruction 
but for the cure of the soul, as it was 'mc»*€l 
usual in those days than in Our own,; Was 
also provoked by the Corinthiani^ in aman-- 
ner which cannot now be imit^ed:. 'At 
that time each Christian brotight his own: 
bread and wine, with probably other food, 
to the communion table : as many were^ 
poor, perhaps almost destitute, it was the. 
duty of the rich in the first place to supply^; 
out of their abundance, their brethren in 
Christ who had little or nothing ; this act 
of charity, so especially becoming the ocr 

« Hammond's Commentary on th^ New Testamebt^ 
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casion, a feast of love, they did not per- 
form. In the next place, they offended by 
clianging the religious service into a scene 
of revelling and intemperance. " When 
ye come together into one place/' says the 
apostle, '* this is not to eat the Lord's sup- 
per ; for in eating every one taketh before 
other his own supper ; and one is hungry 
and another is drunken. What, have ye 
not houses to eat and drink in ? or despise 
ye the church of God, and shame them 
which have not?"^ He then declares to 
them the real nature and intention of the 
sacrament, as he had received them of the 
Lord himself; showing that his disciples 
were assembled together to feed spiritually 
on the flesh and blood of Christ, repre- 
sented by the outward figure of bread and 
wine. This, therefore, was the offence of 
these Corinthians, '* not discerning the 
Lord's body;" refusing to see by faith, 
and to feed upon, the flesh of Christ ; and 
profaning the ceremony appointed for that 
sacred purpose, by making it a season of 
carnal entertainment. It must sufficiently 

' 1 Corinthians, xi, 20. 
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appear to all who are willing to be con- 
vinced, that the damnation which alarms 
them is but a merciful chastening for the 
sinner's health ; and that the sin reproved 
by St, Paul cannot possibly, in the present 
order of the church, be committed. That 
by our manner of eating the Lord's supper 
we may sin ; and that our sin, like all 
other, will, without repentance, provoke 
the Lord to anger, we cannot doubt ; but 
of this I shall speak in another place. 

Those who, rightly considering the sa- 
crament a service of more than common 
solemnity, fear lest by falling again into 
the sins which they there confess and pro- 
mise to abandon, they shall deserve greater 
condemnation, may be assured that if their 
confession and resolutions of amendment 
are at the time sincere, their future falls 
will expose them to no greater danger ; 
but, upon fresh repentance, will as readily 
meet with forgiveness. The supper of the 
Lord is no trap for souls, but a merciful 
provision for their health, which, properly 
and constantly repeated, will in time, by 
God's help, weaken the power of sin within 
them. 
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The principal objections which appear 
to keep from this necessary act of worship 
so many who profess themselves Christians, 
have now been examined and answered. 
Another indeed remains, but it is so evi- 
dently a hollow excuse, that it deserves 
from the minister of Christ rebuke rather 
than explanation. Some are found to ab- 
sent themselves on the pretence that they 
know many persons who regularly frequent 
the sacrament, yet continue to live in a 
more sinful course than themselves. To 
such self-excusers the reproof of our blessed 
Saviour may properly be applied : *' What 
is that io theel follow thou me!''* What 
have we to do with other men's sins but to 
take warning from them ? What is it to us 
that others are made no better by a sacra- 
ment which they take for worldly reasons, 
without proper care or preparation ? Our 
business is to follow the commandment of 
our Lord, by receiving it ourselves in such 
^ manner as that it may work in . us those 
spiritual benefits which it is without doubt 
well calculated to aiFord. Many pray, at 

r John, xxi. 23. 
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least in public, who live no better for their 
prayers : shall we on that account refuse 
to pray ? Many go to places of worship, 
and continue in their sins: are we there- 
fore to forsake the assembling ourselves 
t()gether in the house of God ? Many eat 
and drink, yet, through their vices or weak 
health, receive little nourishment from their 
food : no man however is so absurd as to 
reject his food for that reason. Surely more 
need not be said to show the folly of such 
objections. 

The usual reasons for refusing the holy 
sacrament being thus proved empty and 
unwarranted, we may conclude that, gene- 
rally speaking, nothing ought to prevent the 
attendance of any Christian of age to think 
and act for himself; and the positive com- 
mand of Jesus Christ, with the extreme 
usefulness of the service, account suffici- 
ently for the anxious desire of his ministers 
to lead their hearers to obedience. Yet it 
may be asked would we, knowing the dif- 
ferent characters of our people, amongst 
whom the tares spring more rankly than 
the good corn, would we encourage and 
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press all without distinction to a feast so 
sacred and divine? Our reply is in the 
words of the text, '' let a man examine him- 
self, and so let him eat of that bread and 
drink of that cup." We address ourselves 
to each person who professes the character 
of a Christian, and looks for a Christian's 
reward. Not many years, and this world 
with its riches, its wants, its pleasures, and 
its troubles, will be among the things that 
have been. All will have entered upon timt 
eternity, most horrible, or most blessed, 
which, without change, is to be theirs for 
ever. If they die as they are born, in sin 
and corruption, they perish everlastingly ; 
" as the treefalls^ so it must lie.'' If in this 
life they put on the new man, and are re- 
newed unto righteousness by the grace of 
God, given in the gospel of his son Jesus, 
they have no condemnation ; they are 
** passed from death unto life." This re- 
newal, as it is a matter of the very highest 
importance, is also one of difficulty and 
unceasing labour ; it cannot be begun too 
early ; it may, no one knows when, be too 
late to begin it ; for a life of worldliness and 

o2 
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long resistance to the holy spirit has, in 
many • sad instances, made repentance im- 
possible. At all times, a death-bed repent- 
ance is hazardous and liable to fearful sus- 
picion. *' Behold f fiaw is the appointed time ! 
Behold! now is the day of salvation f Let 
each therefore examine himself ; if he is not 
awake to the danger of sin, is thoughtless 
respecting the fate of his immortal soul, 
indifferent to true religion, we invite him 
not to the table of the Lord, we rather be- 
seech, and had we the power, would compel 
him, for his own sake^ to pause before he 
there insults his Saviour, and hardens him- 
s^lf in his impenitence ; but in the same 
breath we cry *^ repent and be converted, 
that your sins may be blotted out !" Does 
he feel that he is a sinner, and that sin is a 
burthen from which he would gladly be 
made free ; does he desire to know Christ 
that he may find pardon in his blood ; is 
he ready to " follow him whithersoever he 
goeth," but laments that '* when he would 
do good, evil is present with him ?"** No 
reason can exist why such an one should be 

^ Romans, Tii. 21 » 
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kept back from that heavenly feast which 
our blessed Lord has spread so bountifully 
for needy and fainting souls. One thing 
only can unfit the weakest and the unwor- 
thiest ; and that, unchanged, is the souFh 
eternal destruction — " an evil heart of unhv- 
lief''' Not that weakness of faith to which, 
espe<iially at the outset of his race, every 
Christian may be subject ; not that weight 
of besetting sin which may long clog and 
hinder the obedience of a returning sinner ; 
but, a refusal to seek the Lord while he 
may be found ; a determination to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin, * though but for a season ; 
this indeed unfits men far the supper of the 
Lord ; but this unfits them for that eternal 
feast, to which the righteous shall be called 
when he comes to his kingdom. Return 
then, all who have deserted Christ for thfe 
God of this world, return " to the Shepherd 
and Bishop of yoiir sojuls!" Behold the 
table which he has sprieadfor you in this 
wilderness of sin and error, and there, con 
stantly renewing your vo\#"S of sincere obe- 
dience, seek earnestly the strengthening 
and refreshing of your immortal spirits ! 

o3 
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SERMON XX. 



THE GAIN OF DEATH. 



Philippians, XX. 21. 
To me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

The judgment which God pronounced 
against man, in case of disobedience, was 
expressed in this fearful sentence, " thou 
shalt surely die!"* and from the hour when 
the curse fell, it has kept its bitterness ; 
from that hour, to man unjustified and un- 
sanctified, death has been felt to be indeed 
a king of terrors. Heathens who were 
capable of reflecting upon a future state, 
and looked forward to an eternal existence, 
showed plainly their apprehensions of death 
by the numerous methods which they took 

• Genesis, li. 17. 
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to disguise, to drown, or to put to flight, 
this natural and universal dread. To de- 
spise death was always held up as the 
height of wisdom or bravery ; a satisfactory 
proof, however mistaken the notion, that 
there was in death something so terrible, 
that the wisest and bravest could scarcely 
meet it with cheerfulness. If many of them 
put themselves voluntarily to death, it was 
to escape a certain evil greater than the 
instant loss of life appeared to their igno- 
rance and uncertainty ; generally because 
death in a worse shape hung over them, 
oae which disgrace or the cruelty of ene- 
mies would make doubly bitter. With no 
assurance that holiness, temperance, and 
charity, would be rewarded by eternal hap- 
piness ; no knowledge of a heaven wherein 
to lay up their treasures, rich men sought 
all their happiness in the things of this 
world. Expecting no pleasures beyond the 
grave, the wisest course, as they conceived, 
was to enjoy themselves to the utmost, 
while life and prosperity permitted it ; and 
when that day arrived which neither wealth 
nor wisdom could put off, to face it with as 
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much fortitude or patience as they could 
summon. In such circumstances, and with 
such a prospect before them, it may well 
be believed that enjoyment upon earth was 
too precious to be refused, though sin might 
be the provider. Every thing which could 
afford delight was sought, at whatever ex- 
pence ; but all was poisoned by the thought, 
which in the midst of luxury and pleasure, 
lay upon their souls like the nightmare; 
the thought that an enemy, slow perhaps, 
but unavoidable and unrelenting, was ever 
at their heels, gaining upon them closer and 
closer still, at some time or another to drag 
them from all they knew of sweet and plea- 
sureable, to a gloomy hopelessness at best, 
if not to eternal wretchedness ; for the fires 
of hell glimmered through the darkness of 
their understanding, though it shut out not 
only hope but ideas of heaven. The poor 
were, if possible, in a state still more deplo- 
rable ; their expectation of the future, was 
even less cheering ; for they were taught 
to believe in the most unpromising fables, 
while in the higher classes some few, by 
the exercise of improved powers of mind, 
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obtained a glimpse, however uncertain, of 
a not unhappy immortality. Their present 
situation was decidedly worse ; for though 
their hearts, alike destitute of heavenly 
grace^ lusted aft^sr the pleasures which the 
ricji enjoyed, their circumstances in many 
things forbad the enjoyment. At the same 
time, however unblessed might be their 
life, they shuddered at the thought of ex- 
changing it for death. Few but had some 
relatiye^ some friend, some companion, to 
be left for aught they knew, for ever ; some- 
thing there always was in this life preferable 
to the darkness and desolation which hung 
over their prospect of another. If their 
pleasurei^ were small and few, they were 
rendered dear by habit and by suitableness 
to their present mortal state; and evei^ 
though this world presented little else than 
misery, that misery was known to its fullest 
e^tfdiii, and ti^erefore more tolerable than 
the unknown horrors which might haunt 
the valley of the shadow of death. 

Matters standing thus with the uncon- 
verted heathen, we may readily picture to 
ourselves the joy which, when grace was 
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given them to believe the gospel, must 
have filled their hearts. Their belief in a 
place of everlasting punishment was, it is 
true, confirmed ; but then they learned at 
the same time the way of righteousness ; 
they discovered the exceeding sinfulness 
of sin, but the same light shone full upon 
the cross, the bloody cross of him who 
died to save sinners ; they were taught 
that the way of life was narrow and diffi- 
cult to tread, but they saw clearly at the 
end of it the Christian's heaven, stored 
with an eternity of joys, such as they had 
not believed even their gods to delight 
in, opened, freely opened to the poorest, 
meanest of human creatures. Well might 
the gospel be called by Simeon, " a light 
to lighten the Gentiles!" and well might 
the poor hear gladly its divine messenger ! 
The light, however, in which I now de- 
sire to exhibit the gospel of Christ is in 
its triumph over death, its victory over the 
grave. That it can so remove the first 
great curse, as to enable believers to ex- 
pect death with patience, or even with 
comfort, is little : far greater is the mea- 
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sure of its power ! far more glorious and 
blessed is its victory ! Truly received and 
followed without reserve, it can change, it 
has changed fear and disturbance into joy- 
ful welcome. Those Christians have died 
"of whom the world was not worthy;" 
who, not from a bed of pain and weari- 
ness, not from distress, but from a circle 
of earthly blessings, have passed to death 
as to a bridal, with delight and longing. 
This power may be witnessed in few even 
of those who have entered at last into the 
joy of their Lord, but the gospel has the 
virtue and deserves the praise : that some 
have found it proves that, if in any or in 
many cases it be missed, the fault lies 
elsewhere. 

Persons to whom these remarks are offer- 
ed may, it is possible, have known examples 
of Christians who have welcomed their end 
with actual pleasure ; most of us certainly 
have read of such ; of believers who in 
our day have thus died. With the noble 
army of martyrs celebrated in history and 
in the Bible, all must be well acquainted. 
How many, rather than deny Christ, have 
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perished willingly and with triumph, con- 
fident that he whom they preferred to length 
of days, would ensure to them their ever- 
lasting reward ! They " wefe tortured, not 
accepting deliverance, that they might ob* 
tain a better resurrection/'** How many, 
not only rather than give up their hope in 
Christ, but to abide firmly in certain points 
of true doctrine, have walked with cheer- 
fulness in their hearts and smiles upon their 
lips, to death in its most frightful shape ? 
At the head of these glorious Christian 
warriors stands St. Paul, whose profession, 
**to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain," 
was proved by his end to be no empty 
boast, but the sincere expression of his 
feelings. To study closely this admirable 
character will be an exercise of singular 
profit : so exact an impression had his 
mind and outward habits received of that 
gospel to which he had entirely submitted 
himself. In his life, the purpose and the 
power , the operations and the gifts of 
Christianity were displayed as in a pic- 
ture. Its purpose is to ** turn men from 

^ Hebrews, xi. 35. 
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darkness unto light ;" to destroy the old 
man, the corrupt and carnal nature in 
which every one is born into the world ; 
and to raise up in them the new man, 
** which, after God," (in imitation of the 
character and nature of God, whose image 
man at the first resembled) "is created in 
righteousness and true holiness."*" Our ori- 
ginal nature, unchanged by grace, makes 
us fearful and suspicious of God, on whom, 
being indeed our parent; we look as a hard 
task-master and a severe sovereign ; we 
therefore serve him sparingly and with 
reluctance, rather shrinking from his pre- 
sence than seeking his communion. It 
binds us to the earth of which our flesh 
is made, and causes us to delight only in 
that which "is of the earth, earthy," The 
pleasures of heaven have for our natural 
habits and feelings no pleasure, for we nei- 
ther understand nor relish them : the plea- 
sures of sin, which if we avoid it is through 
fear of punishment, we naturally covet : we 
find in them satisfaction and enjoyment. 
This grovelling disposition, differing so en- 

« Ephesiaoft, iv. 24. 
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indulgence, was to ^nm a subieci of fear 
and trooble and 'dbasemeLt and watchful- 
ness ; he >peak* wiiL grief of ibe •• thorn 
in his flesh :" he '• kept under his body, 
and brought it into subjection, lest that 
bv anv means he mi^bt be a castawav."'* 
Amidst labours, perils, watchings. impri- 
sonments and scoursriniTS, his one great ob- 
ject was to spread the tidings of sal^Tition : 
success in this was his supreme delight : 
under failures and disappointments, prayer 
was his consolation, hope his support. His 
affections constantlv and naturally n>so to- 
wards heaven; and if his longing to depart 
from earth was ever checked, it was by 
anxiety to do yet more in converting unbo- 

' Luke, «»"■- 43. * 1 CoriiitliuLii», ix. i7. 
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tirely from theirs who inhabit the heaven 
which should be our inheritance, clearly 
makes us incapable of the spiritual delights 
of eternity ; but nothing more than the 
spirits of pride and wrath which the malice 
of Satan has largely and firmly rooted in 
our souls. The gospel is designed and all 
its operations upon man are exactly calcu* 
lotted to remove these corruptions, and to 
engraft in their stead all heavenly disposi* 
tions ; gentleness and lowliness of mind, 
for a proud and angry temper ; purity of 
heart, temperance, and contentment, for 
fleshly desires and covetousness ; thirsting 
after righteousness, proneness to prayer, 
delight in holy reflection, and a looking for 
the kingdom of God, in the room of a dull, 
worldly, and slavish conversation. It has 
been said that its power in the hand of God 
to perform this mighty change, is brightly 
visible in the character of St. Paul. Born 
in the flesh, and carnal even as others, the 
gospel raised him as it were from the dead, 
and though he walked on earth he lived in 
heaven. With a high spirit and bravery 
which the worldliest might honour, he 
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manifested the same patience under con- 
temptuous persecutions, and that love to 
his persecutors, which drew from the lips 
of his master, Jesus, the touching interces- 
sion — *' Father, forgive them ; they know 
not what they do."* His freedom from 
unholiness in thought and act was unsus- 
pected. The love of earthly things, which 
multitudes cling to and cherish with eager 
indulgence, was to him a subject of fear 
and trouble and abasement and watchful- 
ness ; he speaks with grief of the " thorn 
in his flesh ;" he ** kept under his body, 
and brought it into subjection, lest that 
by any means he might be a castaway."'* 
Amidst labours, perils, watchings, impri- 
sonments and scourgings, his one great ob- 
ject was to spread the tidings of salvation ; 
success in this was his supreme delight; 
under failures and disappointments, prayer 
was his consolation, hope his support. His 
affections constantly and naturally rose to- 
wards heaven ; and if his longing to depart 
from earth was ever checked, it was by 
anxiety to do yet more in converting unbe- 

<* Luke, zxiii. 42. • 1 Corinthians, ix. 27. 
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lievers, and in strengthening his disciples' 
faith. 'Thus, to him, "to live was Christ." 
But however duty and compassion to others 
might in some degree bind him to life, ''to 
die was gain." All that is valued upon 
earth, so far as it might entangle his feet 
in running the race that was set before him, 
all enjoyments of the body which might 
draw back his spirit from its hope, he had 
overcome and trampled upon : his portion 
here and his choice was affliction : his trea- 
sures, removed one by one from the world, 
had been laid up in heaven ; and where his 
treasure was his heart was also.^ No pain, 
therefore, nor fear, nor regret could enter 
into his thoughts of death, but satisfaction 
and desire : death was to him the beautiful 
gate which, like that of Jerusalem, opened 
into the temple of the Lord. This was vic- 
tory over the grave, and here one Christian 
at least who, in the might of the Most 
Highest, has gotten it ! 

The gospel, then, is able to make death, 
the curse of unregenerated men, a thing to 
be desired ; for which reason alone it must 

' Matthew, vi. 21. 
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be considered a blessing of inestimable 
value; as the heathens, whose miserable 
state has been described, felt it to be when 
from the bondage of fear, they had been 
delivered into the glorious liberty of the 
sons of God. At this day, when the gospel 
is firmly established, widely acknowledged, 
zealously preached, it is reasonable to ex- 
pect that this its triumph over death would 
be manifested in almost all its professors : 
yet, what do we know to be the fact? 
Look where we will, it is not easy to fin,d 
one among a thousand Christians who. in 

strength and in comfortable circumstances 
really desires " to depart and be with 
Christ ;" few who can look forward .with- 
out some uneasiness to their departure, 
though in life they may use much dili- 
gence to order their goings after the will 
and example of their Lord. How are we 
to account for this great diflFerence between 
the happy lot of these few Christians and 
that of the multitude who, having the same 
gospel, fall back into the bondage and ap- 
prehensions of the heathens ; for whom, 
professing still the faith of him who " led 
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captivity captive," death yet preserves its 
sting ? The diflFerence lies in their hope. 
It is hope which disarms the king of ter- 
rors ; it is hope which plucks the sting from 
death ! But it is true scriptural hope, built 
upon the " faith which worketh by love," 
and " over Cometh the vxrrld.'* If we again 
look back to the character of St. Paul, for 
we cannot have a more striking example, 
we see the secret which in his case gave 
a charm and loveliness to death. " The 
world was crucified to him and he unto 
the world;"* *'he had fought the good 
fight, he had kept the faith ;" he knew 
that there was laid up for him in heaven a 
crown of righteousness ; a crown, whose 
value he deeply felt, and which he longed, 
beyond any earthly treasure, to possess : 
death would open to him the gates of hea- 
ven, as a friend therefore he was embraced. 
The same is true with other Christians, less 
celebrated but equally faithful. They are 
not perhaps called upon actually to leave 
all in following Christ, but they have so 
completely submitted themselves to his 

9 Galatlans, vi. 14. 
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gospel, and received such measures of his 
Spirit, that they have nothing in the world 
which, at his bidding, they will not readily 
sacrifice. They are not dead to the innocent 
pleasures of the world, but their " affec- 
tions are set on things above." Respecting 
all power over their hearts, from its sinful 
or its allowable enjoyments, from its bless- 
ings, or its snares, the world is crucified to 
them : this witness have they within them- 
selves, that ** they have passed from death 
to life," and that for them " there is now 
no condemnation." Indifferent, in com- 
parison, to the things that are seen, and 
assured of unseen joys to come, they also 
welcome death, which alone is wanting to 
fulfil their hearty desires, and to perfect 
their happiness. 

Would we share their consolation and be 
partakers in their joy, with them we must 
experience that " to live is Christ." Not 
wavering between love to this world and 
desire of eternal happiness, we must throw 
in our portion with them ; we must consent 
to be not almost, but altogether, as they 
are. Christianity must not be worn merely 
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as a becoming dress, but as " the armour of 
righteousness, on the right hand and on the 
left." Many get present peace from the 
gospel, who can draw from it no clear pro^ 
mise of everlasting peace ; because it has 
in great measure reformed tlieir lives with- 
out completing its grand purpose, the con* 
version* of their hearts. Though we avoid 
the sins to which Christ has threatened 
punishment, yet if we suffer the comforts, 
wealth, pleasures, occupations, of this world 
to take such hold of our hearts, as that in 
very truth they shall be preferred to pro- 
mised blessings, or to the possession of 
Christ's spirit, it ought to be no matter of 
surprise that, in thinking upon death, we 
rather regret what we are to lose than look 
forward to the gain which we regard so 
coldly ? If we experience not, nor are at 
pains to possess, the witness that we are 
indeed the sons of God, we cannot wonder 
that death should afford no joy, when our 
present state gives us no scriptural confi- 
dence of future happiness. 

But why are we content to praise or envy 
those blessed Christians who have found in 
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Christ's gospel victory over the grave, when 
it is our own fault that their joy is not our 
joy ? Why remain content with the empty 
wish, *' let me die the death of the right- 
eous, and let my latter end be like his," 
when the same happiness is quite as surely 
placed within our reach ? *' Awake," then, 
'* thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead ! "*" I do not say " cast oflF the works 
of darkness," forsake iniquity and the un- 
holy pleasures of our carnal nature, for, 
while you abide in such, death is indeed a 
curse ; but unwind the secret chains which 
tie you to the world, rise up on the strong 
wings of faith, and take your place among 
the blessed, who, being ''dead with Christ," 
are assured that they " shall also live with 
him."* Be able to say with St. Paul, '* to 
live is Christ," and you need not fear to 
finish the sentence with — " to die is gain." 

»• Eph. V. 14. » 2 Tim. ii. 11. 



THE END. 
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